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LAMUEL LYTTLETON, 


Taz KENTISH CURATE. | 


BOOK THE THIRTEENTH 


(ConTixus FROM Vor. 10) 


WAS ſoon after 8 that aur 
fugitive late companion, on the ſound, 

was taken up for deſertion, and now had an 
opportunity of attending a general court mar- 


tial, held for his trial at New-York. : 
Vol. IV. 13 
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2 THE KENTISH CURATE. 


It appeared chat he had given the regiment 
the ſlip no leſs than five times before; and as 
often had met puniſhment by whipping. The 
laſt time, it appeared, that he had gone over 
to the Provincial party, and act ually had gi- 
ven intelligence to the enemy relative to the 
ſituation of the Engliſh in Long Ifland. He 
was forced to confels, that even in Connec- 
ticut he could not act uprightly amidit his 
new maſters, but committed ſeveral little 
felonies, for which he was impriſoned a con» 

ſiderable time before he affected his eſcape. 


It was now deemed neceflary by the court 


to make his puniſhment the moſt exemplary. 
He was ordered to be Thot, and the day fixed 
for execution. I attended him ſeveral times 
during his confinement in the guard priſon, 


When he gave me a curious hiſtory of his life. 


His name in the liſt of the regiment was John 
Kelly; but in his other ſituations, he had 


paſſed with as many names as ever an 1 actor AF 


aſſumed on the tage. 
He was a native of London, brought up at 
the blue- coat ſchool, and ferved his appren- 


ticeſhip 


PSS, -- 
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g | ticeſhlo to a tinman in Southwark. His lit- 
Fl tle learning made him proud, pert, and 1 impu- 
dent. He frequented ſpouting- clubs, diſput- 


4 ing ſocieties - robbed his maſter - was ſent to 
X bridewell—ſerved ſeveral months ofhis time in 


E that ſeminary—returned to his maſter—re-_ 


newed his tricks—grew a greater proficient in 
(- vice was concerned in a buglary—tried at 
Gu ildford—receivgd benefit of clergy on be- 
ing caſt, and in conſequence was tranſported 
to America; where he had not been long before 
he found means to procure a birth on board a 
veſſel bound for England ; to which, return- 
ing before the expiration of his time, he was 
ſent back to his former ſituation in the new 
gaol in Southwark, 

Kelly found means to eſcape from priſon, 
liſted for a ſoldier, and deſerted the day fol- 
lowing. He received the royal bounty again 
in another regiment, and again withdrew 
from the army. He was taken, however, in 
Oxfordſhire— conducted to the Savoy ſent 
to the regiment, and received two hundred f 
laſhes. : = 

He had not well recovered from bs ſore- 
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neſs when he ran away, and entered into 
another regiment, receiving five guineas as 
his Majeſty's royal bounty. This was in 
Suſſex, and after the commencement of the 
American war; to avoid being concerned with 
-which, he committed a felony at Brighthelm- 
fone, in ſtealing a tankard from an inn, for 
which, he was committed to the county gaol. 


On his trial, the proſecutor not chooſing to 


appear, he was diſcharged by proclamation, 


delivered up to his ſergeant then in waiting, 
and ſoon after received, at two ſeveral times, 


five hundred laſhes. 

- Kelly ſoon after feund means to return to 
London, -entered into a gang of the moſt 
abandoned thieves in the metropolis, com- 
mitted many dreadful] depredations on the 


public, hanged ſeveral of his companions to 
fave himſelf, and without being &iſcovered 
as areturned tranſport, entered into the foot- 
guards, and foon after was draughted from 


the regiment to go abroad to America. 
Here, as 1 have obſerved, he found means 


to abandon bis colours, and in | conſequence 


4 


met 


n e 1 - DO EE LEN" 9 8 _ 2 mn Pr * e enn 
* or c or as by r * WA n 2 5 5 £408 wt Gel 
*. 3 * rn S n 1 1 * „( „ : 8 # r . ö „ 8; "> 
2 1 MR . n E Ins : 5 th. as YG 8 n 89 Vs ay 2 Nd RT 1 ne CE 1 . 
r . en * r TW . N 8 F ( ect rn ah 
OT Ss. © ee a . 0p * 8 ages > tr Te AO, 83 : - 7 EPs, at EEE 
If AMO y . t 0 l 4 F 1 L I F n Pi . j * 
w c FT. * 8 . o - . 8 
, 8 —- A - Ws * 


. 
OTOL 1 
IF # N 8 LY — 
. 3 e 
arp 1 R 
e 2 ky Wo "0 oi 


. 


RO OE 


1 


% 


THE KENTISH CURATE 3 


met the ſeverity of the military law. Now 
all hope appeared to have quite left our nefa- 


5 : rious hero. He was adviſed to prepare for 
5 his approaching diſſolution; and at laſt he 

* ſeemed ſincere and in earneſt about the con- 

A cerns which are of infinite importance. 85 

5 On the evening before the day appointed 

of for his death, a young woman was ſuffered to 

g viſit him in the priſon, and allowed to remain 
0 


9 with him ſeveral hours. This proved a gol 
aden opportunity for Kelly, who now poſt. 


, ; poned his prayers, and fell upon a project to 5 
, make his-eſcape from the j jaws of death. | 
A The frequent commotions in the city oc- 
i L caſioned by certain incendaries, made the 
4 guard and the officers the leſs watchful of 
4 4 their priſoner. Another reaſon of their ſu- 
. 4 pineneſs will be gathered from what follows 
5 # hereafter. EET 
3 The young woman was much about the 
i priſoner's age, and not a little reſembled him 
in his hue and general complexion. It is 
N true the artifice about to be practiſed was but 


ſtale, and might eaſily have been rendered 
B 5 abortive; 
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abortive in its effects, had the military been 
more experienced in the whiles of deſpe- 
rate people. But there is a certain in- 
fatuation which ſometimes falls even upon 
the moſt vigilant, hardly to be accounted 
for by any analogy of human ſtupidity. 
This female friend furniſhed Kelly with 
proper inſtruments to remove his irons. He 
then exchanged his dreſs for that of the fair 
one, and ſhe, attiring herſelf in his habilia- 
ments, aſſumed the character of the priſoner, 
and even faſtened her feet in the bolts. 
When our hero, thus equipped, knocked 
at the gate, a corporal opened it, went into 
the ſtrong room, and beheld the man, as he 
imagined, in the ſame doleful diſtreſs of mind, 
crying, ſighing, and holding a book in his 
| hand, Without the leaſt ſuſpicion, he ſuffered 
the ſuppoſed fair damſel to withdraw, and 
again barricading the door, returned to. his 
ſtation with the party who attended him. 
On the morning of execution, I was ad- 
mitted to viſit the. priſoner in the dungeon, 
and adminiſtered every conſolation in my pow- 
er, 
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The place was but dark, as the lamp 
was extinguiſhed, and the perſon of the 
young woman but dimly ſeen; and as ſhe 


| I made little return to my queſtions, but ſad 


ſobs and bitter ſighs, I had not opportunity 
of making the diſcovery. My ſtay was ſhort; 
and on my return, found all the corps drawn 
up for the execution, I waited upon the 


= officers at the bead quarters, obſerved their 
= ſmiles amidſt the folemnity, and overheard 


Colonel me, I 


exclaim, D 


fear we ſhall frighten the fellow out of his 


Hife!” 
The priſoner at e was brought out of 


the dungeon, and was attended by an inde- 


pendent miniſter, who piouſly exhorted the 
fuppoſed culprit to baniſh fear, and.meetdeath. 85 
with compoſure. 5 

The diſguiſed fair maiden arrived at the 


place, and now thought it high time to caſt 
off the maſk. I was never more ſurprized, 


and ſtruck with any incident which had o- 


5 eurred! in the paſt eourſe of my life, than when 


the cry of 1 am not the ſoldier !” pierced 
Be my: 
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my ears. whth thoſe of the alarmed officers, 
They immediately ran up to the pretended 
Priſoner, who quickly unfolded the whole af- 
fair, and laughed at them all together. 
The news reached the crowd without the 
military circle, and a tumult of joy broke 
forth from the feeling citizens; Which was 
reſtified by loud ſhouts, and a continued 
roar. The officers now ſolemnly declared, 


chat although it was their full' intention to 


carry the criminal to the laſt ſtage of repen- 
tance and dread, as a warning to others, yet 
they had reſolved to fave him from death, 
and given orders that the fire locks for the 
execution ſhould _ be charged with 7 5 
der. . 


The young woman in the 3 0 
bo the aid of the citizens, and ſome ſay the 


ſoldiers, made her eſcape from the field, and 
was not to be found. A reward was offered for 
apprehending the man without effect; and it 
was generally ſuppoſed that he had fled over 
the river to Waſhington, on the White 


Plains. 
The 


r 


1 
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The ſoldiefs upon the guard were ſeverely 
reprimanded for. their negle& of duty, | 
ſuffering the priſoner to eſcape; and ſeveral 
of them would have been puniſhed, had not 
the alarm of war diverted the purpoſe of the 
officers from proceeding farther. L 
It was about this time I was informed, by 
a fugitive from Philadelphia, that my dear 
Maria was upon the point of returning to 
Eurape with her father in a Dutch veſſel; ſo 
that the end of my voyage to the weſtern world. 


was quite defeated. * I remained ſeveral days: 
in a ſtate of melancholly, and was obferved 
by the officers to be quite altered in my ap- 
pearance, and almoſt diſtracted in my de- 
-meanor. I endeavored to divert this? trou- 
ble in my anxious mind, by attending the 
plays and entertainments performed? by the 
military gentlemen; but all would not d6z 
Some of- them conſtrued my perturbation to 
a dread of the enſuing ſcenes of blood ſhed. 
Indeed that was leaſt in my thought; and E 
obſerved, by their conduct, that ey them 
| ſelves were ae put: off the teyil day to 
: 4 B — fs as: 
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as great a diſtance as they could. From 
General Howe, down to the loweſt ſubal- 
tern or ſoldier, appeared but little diſpoſi- 
tion for purſuing the war againſt the Pro- 
| vincials. | 

The plan propoſed to 3 indeed, 
had been approved; but alas! the neceſſary 
force required was not ſent by the American 
miniſter. An augmentation of but two thou 
| fand men, inſtead of fifteen thouſand, had 
much the appearance of unpardonable indo- 
lence, or a want of due concern for the re- 
covery of the colonies. Indifference at home, 
no doubt, tended much to abate the zeal of * 
even Britons abroad; ſo that, whilſt the ene- 
my was gathering ſtrength, and increaſing 
in knowledge and the arts of war; whilſt. 
the French and Spaniards were meditating a 
blow, and the Dutch ſupplying the Provincials 
with military ſtores, the devoted troops of 
England, unconſcious of their impending dan- 
ger and diſgrace, were waſting the ſummer 
in childiſh, amuſements. 


It was my firſt i intention to > have attended 
the 
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7 the fleet with Admiral Lord Howe to Phila- 


. delphia, who firſt propoſed to fail up the 
HE Chefapeak, in order to land his brother with a 


1 body of troops, and then return, to go round 
tds the Delaware, ſail up the river, and at- 
W tack that city, in conjunction with thoſe 
who were landed. But as I had loſt all hope- 


; of beholding my adorable Maria in America, 
and having no proſpect of meeting my pa- 


rents, whom I was informed were alſo return - 
ing to Britain, I conſented to accompany Ma- 
jor-General Burgoyne ; who, with about ſeven 
thouſand men, was preparing: to ſail up the 
river St. Lawrence to Quebec; and from 
W thence, croſſing the lakes, and marching- 
forward to Albany, was to proceed till he 
met General Clinton; and ſo, agreeable to 

the plan propoſed, cut off the communication 
| between the northern and ſouthern provins- 


Upon this plan much depended; but the 
forces deſtined for ſo: deſirable a purpoſe; 
were quite inadequate to carry it into execu- 
tion. So many grand operations, all carry-- 
5 15 1 ing 


- 


* 
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ing on at the ſame time, required a more for- 
midable army than Britain could well ſpare. 
Thirteen extenſive popalous provinces were 
not eaſily to be awed by a fewdetatched troops, 
which every new acquiſition weakened and 
diminiſhed. An internal war with the co- A 
loniſts, indeed, was highly impolitic; for if 5 
even the veteran Roman legions could never 1 
entirely ſubdue the barbarous Britons, un- 
uſed to warlike acts, and but little removed 


from a ſtate of nature, in ſo diminutive a 


country as our iſland, how could it be ſup- 


poſed that ſo vaſt a tract of continent, in- 


habited by men tried in war, and tenacious 


of their freedom, could ever be conquered 


by an handful of troops thus . and 


diſunited 2 


However, this intention of mine was coun- 


teracted by an accident which I never ex- 


pected to have happened, after the informa- 


tion which I ſo recently received from Phi- 


ladelphia. 
As I was anxiouſly muſing one evening in 


W a queſtered ſituation, I obſerved three 
: quakers 


4 
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| quakers at an inconſiderable diſtance walk- 
ing in a pleaſant ſhade, engaged in a. conver- 
ſation which I could not help attending to, 
after having ſecreted myſelf behind a thick 
hedge. They came directly oppoſite to the 
place were I was, and fitting down, thus pro- 
ceeded: 5 
Firſt Quaker. 

This woeful war, friend Bradley, will cer- 
tainly prove the ruin of our mother country. 
Why ſhould you return to a land which has 
deſtroyed itſelf by luxury, 18 and dreadful 
diſſipation? 

The name Bradley a pierced my 
ear, and touched my inmoſt ſoul. I remained 
on the rack, but durſt not diſturb the conver- 
lation. 

e Seen Qua ler. 

My daughter is inimical to war and blood- 
med. The city of Philadelphia will quickly 
be beſieged, and the province of Pennſylva- 
nia prove no more an aſylum to peaceable 
people. Thus far we are come on our re- 
turn to London, I have finally ſettled all 


my 
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my affairs in the new world; and ſo am re- 
folved: to live and die in. the place where: L 
drew my firſt breath, 
Third Duaker 
This land; friend: Bradley, may yet New - 
eome a-place-of peace and perfect tranquillity. 
to our brethren, and eſpecially: to thee and 
thy dear daughiter, the tender maiden whom 
Ilove and wiſh to cheriſh during the days of 
or our pilgrimage i in the wilderneſs of this an, 
friend. 
Second Quaker. 5 
F have no objection to thy-perſon; thiy fa- 
mily, or thy connections. I always looked 
on thee as my ft ĩiend, and have no objection. 
to thy propoſal, if thou-wilt accompany me 
and Maria to England- 
Vi Jualer. 
Truly the times are dangerous in the pro- 
vinces, and -I. myſelf could even wiſh to at- 
tend thee to Britain with my whole family; 
there to reſide, as in an hiding place, till the 
- Horms and tuwults of war ſhall ceaſe in the 
wk colonies 
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eolonies, and nation. riſe againſt nation. no 
more. 
Third Dugkere 

= Well, friends; then 1 ſhould be heartily: 
lad of your company. One-ſhipwill carry 
= as all on board. One wind will waft us ail 
to the haven where we would: be; and one 
providence will prove our guide; and direct 
all our ways. I am reſolved to accompany 
the maiden wherever ſhe goes, if thou wilt 
ſtay but a few weeks in this city till 1 can ſet- 
tle my worldly. affairs, | 5 

It was well that theſe gentlemen immedi- 
ately dropped their converſation, for I was 
on the point of diſcovering myſelf that mo- 
ment. However, prevailing over the vio- 
lence of my paſſion, I kept out of fight, fol- 
lowed them to the city, and ſaw where they 
retired to. I knew Mr. Bradley's voice, 
and though I but dimly behel@ the perſons of 
the other two, E thought 1 had ſeen them 
an; 
The ſhadows of night* were faſt advanc- 
ing, and I could find no opportunity of yiew- 


oof _ | ing 


— 
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ing the alone objet of my affection that 


evening, though I was perſuaded that ſlie 
was certainly in New- Vork with her father, 
to whom, however, I durſt not make my per- 


ſonal en for fear of. ner all 
my deſigns, 
I wrote a letter, drawn with all the ar- 


diency of ſincere love, which I directed to 


Maria, and ſent by a young woman belong- ; 
ing to an inn, where I was acquainted, bidding 
her be e-cautious ta deliver it to no-one elſe, 
and to wait for an anſwer if ſhe ceuld hap- 
pily meet wich the lady alone. This ſuc- 


. ceded. beyond my, moſt ſanguine expecta- 


tion; for the girl returned within half an 


hour, with.a few lines, deſiring me to call at 


her lodging about ſix that evening, as her 


father and. friends would be all. out at the 
meeting. 


This adminiſtered to my mind the higheſt 


conſolation; and made me thankful that ever 
1 viſited America, I began to imagine that 


all my adverſity, was over, and that yet [ 
ſhould, after many difficulties,. accompliſh 
255 the 
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| the object of all my 3 1 


longed for the return of evening, and wiſhed 
that the ſun would roll his rapid wheels with 
greater ſwiftneſs, that the moments and hours 
that parted me from my loye my 91 faſter 
away. | 
I dined with ſeveral of 5 3 whe 


obſerved my . recovered hilarity, but could 


not divine-the cauſe. The general diſcourſe 


at table now no longer turned on trifles, but 
on the main buſineſs of our leaving Britain. 


The arduous expedition of the Admiral, the 
attempt of General Clinton, and the moſt ha- 


rardous deſign of General Burgoyne in 


crofling the lakes, and traverſing unknown, 
uncultivated climes, furniſhed the principal 
topics. It was now high time for us all to 


be arouſed from that lethargy which had ſo 


Jong prevailed, and with real concern act for 
the honor of England and the rights of his 
Majeſty and his heirs; but a ſad difappoint- | 
ment awaited our countrymen. The die 
was caſt z the decree was gone forth, and all 

| the 
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| the feeble efforts of the Brien x army is to be 
rendered abortive. | 
hut it being injudicious in a writer of hi hib. 
tory to make his readers anticipate the cataf- 
trophe of his tale in the middle, I ſhall for- 
bear to propheſy, and SU in my narra- 
tive. e 
The wiſhed- for hour wands. I tote 
Aids which the fair one had appointed for 
our meeting after a long abſence, and for the 
| frft time beheld her delightful face in that 
| 9 quarter of the world. I cannot expreſs the 
emotion of my mind on the happy occaſion, 
nor deſcribe what I belt, and what my Maria 
| appeared to feel in wer Aaron n. ac that 
A 8 
| : | Let lovers who have long been 5 be 
22 at length were ſo happily bleſſed, imagine, for 


they can beſt conceive the glow of 8 
that prevailed in our n ſouls. 


Words may expreſs © our Vibes for fuch TY 
But fink in the diſplay of joy like this, | 


| After a while, exchanging our —— pro- 
| teſtations ; 


wh 
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teſtations of mutual perſeverance in affection, 


] attempted to preſent Maria with a brief de- 
ſcription of my- ſufferings for her ſake, and 

ſhe was about to inform me of her en miſ- 
fortunes, when a loud knock at the ſtreet 
door alarmed us. My fair one looked out 


from a window, and begged me to run down 
to the bottom of the orchard and get over 

the wall immediately; for her father and the 

two friends, whom I found te be thoſe who. 
were converſing together in the grove the 
preceding evening, were poſitively returned 


from the meeting. N 
TI embraced the ſoother of my foul in exta- 


cy, and. ſoftly whiſpered in her gentle ear, 


Can you ever love another, Maria? — She 


ſighed, whilſt her fair face wore a blooming: 
bluſh, and with a tenderneſs unutterable, an- 


ſwered „ No,” I heſitated no longer. The 


knocking was reiterated, and I juſt had time 


to diſappear before I was diſcovered. 
The fame night a baſe attempt was made 


0 ſet the town on fire in feveral places, which. 


threw the whole city and garriſon into the 
en 
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_ utmoſt confuſion. -. The incendiaries were 
ſuſpected but not diſcovered, as they made 
their eſcape the moment when they imagined 
they had effected their diabolical purpoſe. 
Maria was my chief, my alone care, dur- 
ing the dreadful diſturbance, I ran to her 

aſſiſtance, but found that her father and her 
were removed to the houſe of a friend for 
ſafety. The diſtreſs and horror which Mr. 
Bradley felt on the occaſion determined him 
to leave theſe ſcenes of war and deſolation 

the fiſt opportunity. He embarked with 
Maria and his two friends on board a Mer- 
chant ſhip, bound, under convoy, for Eng- 
jand, at the time when my urgent avocation 
called me on board a ſhip of war. 

75 The extreme affliction which 1 felt was | 

ſoon removed by my attention being called 

to the opening campaign. I had ind ſulged a 
hopeofa accompanying a a party to the aſhſtance 
of General Burgoyne, w who having "ſailed up 
the river St. Lawrence with ſeven, thouſand 
men, was executing the grand plan of croſ- 
fing the lakes, and penetrating to Albanx, 
where 
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* 


where he expected to meet ſuccours from the 
fouthern army. | 
Buy ſecuring the entire navigation of Hud - 

fon's river, which ſeparates the northern 
from the middle and ſouthern colonies, the 
Provincial power would have been much 

weakened. Lieutenant-General - Burgoyne 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf for his bravery the laſt 
war in Portugal. His troops were compoſed 
of Britiſh and German ſoldiers, with a fine | 
train of artillery. To ftrike the greater ter- 
ror into the Americans, and haſten their re- 
turn to obedience, the General alfo engaged 
a body of ſavages to act as allies to the 
King of Great Britain againſt the revolted 
Coloniſts. 7 e 
Theſe Indians were procured 1 
coſt, in a profuſion of preſents, amounting 
to an hundred and fifty thouſand pounds. The 
General iſſued a proclamation, inviting the 
inhabitants to return to their allegiance, and 
threatening them with the mercileſs ravages 
of the Indians, if they continued in rebel- 
lion: but though his deſign, as he afterwards 


declared, 
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declared, was to excite obedience ; firſt, by. 
_ encouragement, and next by threat, not 
the commiſſion of ſeverity; n ſpeak daggers, 
but to uſe none; yet his conduct on the occaſion 
proved highly injurious to the intereſt of the 
King. The teri or which the ſavages inſpired, 
rouſed the Provincials every where to riſe up. 
The barbarities were repreſented through | 
the country with many exaggerations, and 
the dread of the tomahawk and ſcalping-knife 
gave courage to the moſt timid, and made all 
the people of the north provinces unite in the 
defence of their lives aud liberty. | 
Nor was this well-concerted ſcheme of go- 
| yernment unknown to General Waſhington, 
who was now appointed to the diſtinguiſhed 
rank of dictator: for the Marquis Fayette, 
nephew to M. de Noailles, the French am- 
baſſador at the court of London, who had 
reſided with his uncle for ſome time, and 
lived in intimacy with many of the confiden- 
tial ſervants of the crown, obtained every im- 
portant informatior? concerning the plan of 
operations for the campaign, eſpecially re- 
| ſpecting | 


» 
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f ſpecting che northern army. He ſuddenly 


| 5 | withdrew to France, and without commu- 
bY nicating his intentions to his relations, or ob- 
taining leave of abſence from the French 


court, he embarked on board a veſſel bound 
to America, to ſerve in General Rong: 


2 | ton's army. 


Burgoyne, having croſſed Lake Champlain 8 
arrived before Ticonderago July 2d, 1777, 
== The fortreſs, commanded by General St. 
Clare, ſurrendered. on the night of the-6th, 
before any attack could be made, for which 
he was tried by a court-martial, and found 
guilty of neglect of duty. : „ 
Of chis ſucceſs, gatteringand een 

it appeared, the General ſent immediate 
notice to Sir William Howe, whoſe expedi- 


= tion was retarded by waiting for intelligence 


from the northern army, and who now, not 
doubtingſof a ſpeedy progreſs of that army 
to Albany, left general inſtructions with 
Sir Henry Clinton, and ſo proceedetl in his 


part of the plan, which was. the reduction 
of Philadelphias 


1300 


— : * 
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0 rd George Germain had recomment ed 


., 


| 5 to the commander in chief, to make a warm 
verſion on the coaft of Maſſachuſett's Bay 


i "and New Hampſhire, to weaken- the. Amie- 


3%, F 75 


rican forces in the back ſett sz but, as 

has been already obſerved, he did not ſend the 
D neceſſary force for theſe purpoſes. © The 
General repreſenting this to the ſecretary, 
that diverſion. was conſequently laid aſide, 


_ which'facilitated 'the"dreadfal : cataſtrophe in 


1 * 
3 3 * 
8 1 is , 


; —— Burgoyne's army. 
Sir William, well aware that it would: te 
impoſſible to penetrate through the Jerſeys, 
and paſs his army acroſs the Delaware, when 
the enemy's troops were ready to diſpute his 


brin 


: page; endeavored, by ſtratagem, to bring | 


FEI Jerſeys, and d 


Waſhington, to a general engagement. But 
< uy did not anſwer his deſign. The American 


der held an advantageous camp inthe 
1 vs too cautious to be eireum- 
5 | vented. The plan of Great Britain was now 
perfectiy know to hit. His army daily Was 
2 ſtrength! Fifty pieces of braſs can- 
non had arrived, with ſeveral F rench officers, 
2 8: 235 bob "# 1 e 1 : beſides 


— 
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beſides the Marquis, who laid open the plan, 
and the Provincial officers themſelves were 
much improved. 

General Howe relinquiſhing his attempt of 
crofſing the, country, adopted a new plan of 
operation, which was attended with great de- 
lay. He embarked his army in tranſports, 
and proceeded to the ſcene of aQion by ſea. 
The main army thus embarked, confiſted of 
14, ooo men, 8590 were left at New-York, 
; beſides the ſick, and 3000 defended Rhode 
Iſland. | 
When we look upon ſuch modern ma- 
neœuvyres of chief commanders, it is impoſſi- 
ble to refrain deeply lamenting the ſad decline 
of Britiſh courage and intrepidity. Where 
are now the Edwards and Henrys of England, 
who penetrated France with an inferior force, 
and braved myriads of the enemy in their own 
country, carrying conqueſt and victory up to 
the gates of the capital? Had a Marlborough, 
or à Frederick been in ſuch a ſituation, they 
would not have failed round the enemy at ſo 
great a diſtance from danger, or protracted a 

Vor, IV, 3 war 


— 
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war of ſuch vaſt conſequence to their coun- 
try, to fill their own pockets, and enſure ano- 
ther campaign. The conduct of both the 
Howes was reprobated by many in the ſervice. 
The loyaliſts ſpoke freely, and declared that 
the brothers were bound by every tie of gra- 
titude not to purſue the war with vigor, and 
in earneſt againſt the Provincials. 
It fell to my lot, contrary to my wiſhes, 
to ſail with the fleet conducted by Admiral 
Eord Howe, which arrived at the mouth of 
the Delaware on the 30th of July. There 
were but nine pilots on board, and theſe not 
the moſt ſk ilful. We had no boats capable 
of withſtanding the row- boats and gallies of 
the enemy, who had collected a number of 
floating batteries, fire-rafts, and fire-ſhips, 
which certainly would have greatly endan- 
rg the fleet in the night. 
Theſe and other circumſtances made the 
Admiral and General determine not to land, 
but fail two degrees farther to the ſouth, in 
order to reach the Cheſapeak-Bay. In this 


voyage, we were much impeded by contrary 
winds, 


7 * a 1 
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5 winds. The hot fleet, however, on the 5 
 x6th of Auguſt, entered the Bay, and pro- 
ceeded tlirough a dangerous and difficult na- 
vigation to the mouth of the river Elk. The 
whole army landed on the 25th, when the 

men in general appeared in good ſpirits, con- 
| Gdering the intenſe heat of the ſeaſon, and 
the fatigue, inſeparable from ſo tedious a 


. 


Ah mel W pangs ambitious fieps awaits 
What mighty ills imbitter tranſient ſtate! 

When diſappointment whets her galling ſtings, 

And black revenge prepares her Griffin wings, 


„ GB 
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FASHINGTON, that. cautious, Ges 
neral, was quickly appriſed of the 


fleet's deſtination, and accordingly marched 


his army the inſtant we landed, to cover 


| Philadelphia, which he knew was the main 


object of our expedition. He paſſed the 
Delaware with fifteen thouſand men, and 
approacked the Engliſh at Brandywine, a 

little ſtream that runs into the Delaware, 
about twenty-two miles below the city. | 
This appeared a hilly country, cover- 


ed with wood, and rendered every where 


ſtrong by nature, being alſo full of creeks, 
rivers, and marſhy grounds in the vallies. 
The Provincial army was viſibly augmen- 
ting as it advanced. | *Y 

After ſeveral moyements of our army, the 


Gen ordered the Heſhans t to begin the 
attack 
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attack on the enemy. Immediately theſe 
veterans ruſhed impetuouſly on, and diſcover- 
ed incredible intrepidity and valour. A body 
of ſuch courageous troops appeared capable 
of braving the greateſt force, and carry< 
ing conqueſt in oppoſition to any danger. It 
was no wonder then, that now they enpgaps 
ed an army, compoſed of but ill diſciplined 
Americans, with French officers, that havock, 
ruin, and diſmay, proved the effect of their 
victorious arms. Before theſe, and the bold 
Britiſh troops, the broken ranks of Provin- 
cials fled under the covert of night, which 
prevented the total deſtruction of Waſhing- 
ton's forces. It was unſafe ta purſue the fugĩ- 
tives in ſuch a country in the dark; but 
many of them fell in their retreat, and 
added to the already great number of the {lain 
and wounded. This battle was fought Sep- 
tember the 11th, 1777, when the American 
General was obliged to abandon / the city, 
which he intended to Preſetves. to the mer | 
of the Conquerors. 1873 nee | 
C3 935 Sft1 en 
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| board; and as I had no hope of meeting my 
Maria at Philadelphia, which Earl Corn- 


| reached the Delaware. 


Colonel Dunop of the Heſſians, and many 


As my avocations were principally on 


wallis took poſſeſſion of ſoon after, I returned 
with Lord Howe in the fleetz which failing 
down the Cheſapeak, bore to the oy and | 


The Admiral found that FR Provincial 


had taken poſſeſſion of a ſmall ſtation on the 


eaſt ſide of the river, which they had forti- 
fied. The negle& of ſecuring this place 
before, proved of bad conſequence; for, in 
an unſucceſsful attempt on the Americans, 


brave men loſt their lives on the twenty-ſe- 
ond of October. 

Mud Iſland too greatly 1 our 0 
ek to Philadelphia. A thevaux-de-frize 


cart ied acroſs the river alſo, long retarded 


our progreſs; in the removal of which, we 
Joſt the Auguſta, a ſixty gun ſhip, with * 


Loop, and ſeveral ſmall veſſels. 
However, after incredible labor, the navi- 


en of = riyer was cleared up to the city, 
| when 
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when the army landed, and received à plen- 
tiful ſupply of good proviſion from the far- 
mers of the adjacent villages, who made an 
excellent market of their commodities, by 
receiving gold and ſilver, ſo much wanted. in 
that, as well as the other provinces. 
Ny farſt buſineſs, as ſoon as I landed, was- 
to make enquiry after ine retations and 
friends of my Maria, but could. gain no 


certain intelligence. The croaking cry of 

war now alarmed every party, whilſt- dread 
and deſtruction. every where prevailed all 
over the province, where peace and ney had 
long reigned. 

Here l was informed, chat General, Waſh- 
ington had made an attack on the Britiſh 
army at German · town, on the fourth of Oe- 
tober, having greatly recruited his forces. He 
furprized. the outpoſts with conſiderable ſuc- 
ceſs, and would have carried his fury through 

the whole outward lines, had not Major- 
General Grey, appriſed of his deſign by Sir 
William Howe, marched a body of troops to 
their relief. By the intrepid behaviour of 

5 this 
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this gallant officer, and that of Lieutenant- | 
Colonel Muſgrave, the Americans were for. 
ced back with great laughter, ' 

It was not long after our arrival, before 
we received an account of the ineffectual ex- 
pevition of General Burgoyne, and of the 
unhappy capture of his army on the ſixteenth 
of Ober, at Saratoga, o on the way to Ab 
bs... 

The dreadful and ban r circumſtan- 

ces attending this awful captivity, drew 
tears from every eye, and ſighs from every 
Britiſh breaſt, leaving but little hope of con- 
quering America. Indeed it was ſtipulated, 
that the Britiſh and Heſſian troops, thus cap- 
tured by General Gates, ſhould march out 
of the camp with all the honors of war, and 
their artillery, to a place appointed, where 
they ſhould pile up their arms, and be al- 
lowed a free embarkation and paſſage from 
. Boſton to Europe, on condition of their not 
ſerving again in America during the war; 
the officers to be admitted on parole, and to 
wear their Has, mei but Congreſs, upon, 


various 
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various pretences,. afterwards refuſed to ra- 
tify this convention. The troops remained 
priſoners of war above three years; in which 
time moſt of the men, who amounted to up- 
wards of five thouſand, at the capitula- 
tion, gradually aſſimulated themſelves to the 
5 Provincials, and choſe to reſide in the new © 
world till the ſtorm of war was over. 
We remained in comfortable winter quar- 
ters in Philadelphia during a long and rigo- 
rous winter, in which the inhabitants would 
have greatly ſuffered, even amidſt our plenty, 
had not the Quakers in England freighted 
ſome ſhips with neceſſary enn for their 
ſupport and relief. | 2h 
General Waſhington was now rhinforeed 
from the northen army. with four thouſand 
men, and lay in a hutted camp at” Valley- 
forge, about twenty miles from the city. Sir 
William Howe found him too ſtrongly in- 
trenched to admit an attack with any degree 
of ſucceſs, and ſo judged it moſt adviſeable 
not to diſturb him; Mean while this Britiſſi 
chief tain, deſparing of a reinforcement of 
1 | C 5 troops 
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troops from England, and ſuppoſing he had 
loſt the conſidence of government, ſolicited 


his Majeſty's permiſſion to withdraw from 
the command, which he immediately ob- 
If Great Britain had paid her General 
by the job, and not by the day, the buſineſs 
would have been ſoon ſettled,” was the opini- 


on of the Heſſian commander. That Gene- 
ral Howe was a good ſoldier when engaged 


againſt a natural enemy, cannot be denied; 
but I ſhall leave others to juſtify his conduct 
in America. Let ſuch firſt obſerve him de- 


55 ſerting the northern army, which in his ab- 
| ſence was obliged to ſurrender at Saratoga; 
next ſee him procraſtinating the war by ſail- 


ing round the coaſt, inſtead of eroſſing the 
country to Philadelphia: then conſider how 


far he put forth his fire effectually againſt the 


encamped enemy, within fight, within reach; 
and laſtly, how heroical it was in a lover 
of his country, to leave her cauſe in the houp 
of danger and deep diſtreſs ! 
I * as well as the commanders, am 
weary . 
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weary of the war, aud long for retirement” 
in the peaceful ſhades, What are the quar- 
rels of Princes and Provincials to. me? I 
haye little left in the old world, and leſs to 
loſe in the new. If my parents are removed; 
if my dear Maria is no more mine! then 
let me: wander into a land of oblivion, and 
mingle with the wild beaſts of the foreſt, to 
forget all my fond Lopes; and calm my trou- 
bled ſoul. 


There were a hind ſcarce tunes his ruſtic ſtrain, - 
' Where ſcarce a pilgrim treads the pathleſs plain 
Content I'Il ſtray; forget that e*er the tide 


Saw yon majeſtic ſtructures crown her ſide; 

Forget that ever my wrapt attention hung, 

Or on the ſage's or the poet's tongue, 
Calm and reſign d my humbler lot embrace, 
n pleas'd prefer oblivion to diſgrace. . 


: 


In the courſe of this winter. I contracted 
an intimacy with a gentleman, who, before 
the troubles in America, was in a very flou- 
riſhing fituation. He was both a magiſtrate 
and a ſuperior officer in the militia, He. 
knew the family of Mr, Bradley, and lamen- 


ted 
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| | ted his return to England before his affairs in 
that province had been finally ſettled. 
This gentleman reſided about twelve miles 
up the country from Philadelphia. I had an 
ample opportunity of telling him my ſtory, 
and the cauſes that determined me to come 
to America. He ardently deſired that I 
would make one of his family, teach his chil- 
dren, and remain till affairs wore a better aſ- | 
pect, when he would attend me to South 
Carolina to find out my father. Theſe over- 
tures, with his promiſe of ſettling matters to 
my wiſh with Mr. Bradley on his return to 
-.* Pennſylvania, prevailed on me to remain at 
his houſe, aſſimulate myſelf to his family, and 
even become a nominal Provincial. i 
Mr. Maxfield (for that was the name of 
my new patron) often indulged me in the 
evening with his familiar converſation, and 
ſtrove to alleviate my diſtreſſes by a recital 
of his own. I found him eaſy and communi- 
cative, eſpecially in an hour of ſerious reflex- 
ion, when his generous mind knew no bounds 
in recording the remarkable interpoſitions of 
#3: . divine 


* 


> 
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divine providence in his favor, both in reclaim- 
ing him from error and folly, and redeeming 


his life from deſtruction, when under + falſe 
imputation of guilt. 


. His ſtory, which he related to me alone : 
one evening when all the family were wrapt 
up in fleep, can never be eraſed from my me- 
mory. The reader will be beſt pleaſed with 
it in his own words, and. ſimple manner as 


follows: 
4 was born in Cornwall; and was re- 


ceiving a liberal education at an academy, 


when my parents both died in one day, and 


left me, their only child, to the wide world, 
unſettled in principles, and unfiniſned in my 
ſtudies. I ſoon after left the country, hav- 


ing not a ſingle relation there, and purſued 
my way to London, where an uncle reſided, 
on whoſe protection I propoſed to caſt myo 


ſelf. 


* 


| © In him J Gt; a friend; fot he ſoon got 
me into a merchant's compt ing-houſe, where 
I became well acquainted with buſineſs, and 
accumulated ſome money. My unele died, 
48. | a 


d 4 
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and left me two hundred pounds, and my 
maſter, ſoon after paying the debt of nature, 
left me one hundred; which two ſums, with 
what I had ſaved, made four hundred pounds, 
2 which 1 put into the ſtocks, and provured a 
place of ſtill greater profit. 11 


„„It happened that one of the oldeſt clerks, 
an Iriſhman, who had long been looked upon 
as worthy of truſt, ran away with nine hun- 
dred pounds in bills.and notes, moſt of which 
he got changed at the bank a few minutes be- 


fore he was purſued. I chanced at that time 
to be out upon buſineſs for my employer at a 


banker's near Temple-bar; and on my return, | 
met with my Hibernian fellow clerk, of 


_ whoſe manceuvre I was unappriſed; who in- 


formed me that he had forgot to get a bank 


bill exchanged, and defired me to give him 
can for it, that ſo his urgent buſineſs at the 


banker's might not be retarded. 5 
6 I readily acquieſced in his requeſt, and 


gave him three hundred pounds of the caſh' 
which L had received for the bill. He faid, 
| that he was * going to Drummond's, at Char- 


ings 
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ing-croſs, and having his favorite, Pompey, 
the houſe dog with him, propoſed to take 
a walk through St. James's park to Chel- 
ſea, 
4 ] immediately went to the bank and 
offered the bill for caſh, I obſerved all the 
clerks ſtaring at me; and before I could even 
gueſs the cauſe, ſaw my maſter at my elbow, 
with ſeveral ill-looking fellows, who ſeized 
me by the collar, dragged me into a room, 
and charged me with a felony, i in conjunction 
with the fugitive clerk, 
I was ſurprized ta ſee the dog along 
with my employer, and innocently ſaid that I 
thought he had been gone to Chelſea along 
with the clerk, whom, I ſaid, I had met 
in Fleet-ſtreet, and who had deſired me 
to change the bill which I had juſt tendered, 
This threw my maſter into a paſſion, who 
ſwore that he had got a clew to unravel the 
whole myſtery of iniquity. He ordered the 
runners of Juſtice Fielding to keep me in 
cuſtody, and take me to Bow-ſtreet, where 


'he promiſed to attend my examination, 11 
| | «Tf, 


| 

f 
= 

4 


magiſtrate, that he was the perſon ſuſpected, 


- 
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<< It is eafier to imagine than to exprefs 
what I felt on the occaſion. I was hurried 


into a coach, hand -bolted, and held faſt by 


two ſtout men, to whom it was entirely in 


vain to plead my innocence; for one of the 
fellows exclaimed, © D me, all your 
fort are innocent till your are taken, and 
never own any thing till thoveport. is made to 
his Majeſty.” | 

cc When I came before Fielding, his wor- 
ſhip adviſed my maſter to let one of his mir- 
midons tie a long ſtring to the dog, and ſuf- 
fer him to run which way he liked, in order 
to ſcent out the runaway clerk. This was 
done. The dog, as I afterwards learned, 
took a direction to Oxford road, ran into an 
inn, and wagged his tail with remarkable fond- 


: neſs at the fugitive, whom the runner ſe-: 


cured on ſuſpicion, and brought to Bow-' 
ſtreet during my examination. | | 
On being ſearched, not a:fingle bill or 


note that had been ſtolen was found on him, 


and but little caſh, My maſter informed the 
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and whom the clerks, at the Bank had deſcribs 
ed. Theſe clerks, who ſoon, came, | ſwore 
politively to his perſon, and declared that 
he had, the ſame morning, changed the notes 
and bills which they produced, and which the 
merchant niet, e as his pro- 
perty. 40 5 
288 The fellow, whoſs name was e 

threw the whole upon me, aſſerting that he 
had theſe bills from me, for whom he got 
them exchanged at the Bank, My artleſs 
ſtory was but ill attended te. The banker, 
at whoſe houſe I had been about buſineſs, 
informed the juſtice that I received four 


hundred pounds of his clerk that morning by 
order of the merchant. I was now ſearched, 

but only one eee were found in 
my poſſeſhon. | | | 3 . 
Eee Tt was vain for me to EIN to ey con- 
ſcience of the clerk. He maintained his inte- 

grity with an effrontery unparalleled. 1 ap- 
pealed to God. The. juſtice and mer- 
_ chant remained unmoved. All my cries and 


intreaties coudy not keep me from priſon. The 
commitments 
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commitments were made out; 1 was con- 
ducted to Tothil- fields bridewell, and Mur- 
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phey to ere We N at next ſef⸗ 


4c The ſame plea badn no Acton the eallous 
eeper of the priſon; for he ordered me to 
be heavily ironed, and thrown into the com- 


mon dungeon. for the preſent, till my friend - 


arrived with money to- Jr my darkneſs 
and affliction. 85 
* This keeper, however, wu a- canting, 


ester methodiſtical mercenary, diſ- 


covering that I had money in the- Rocks, 


h prevailed upon me to ſell out, to live more 
comfortably, and be prepared to defend my- 


ſelf upon trial, by retaining able counſel. I 


. Intrufted- the money in the hands of a tradeſ- 
man in the city, whom I thought reſponſi - 
ble, and who appeared to commiſerate me, 


as an innocent oppreſſed perſon. 


. was removed to- Newgate in a coach, | 
and met my hardened fellow clerk in that 


diſmal dungeon. Inſtead of being ſoftened 
into pity, I diſcovered him moſt abominably 


abandoned 
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abandoned. He vowed that he would hang 
me to ſave himſelf; or if he could not meet 
mercy, he declared that he would not mind 
dying in my company. A while J endea- 
vored to remonſtrate with this monſter, till 
e uxen all the veteran ſons of wickedneſs in the : 
gaol deplored my ſituation. He continued 
exulting in his reſolution, till I, urged on by 
ſeveral of the priſoners, dragged him into the 
hall and beat him without mercy, amidſt the 
motly aſſembly. | 
© This enraged the keeper, to ak the 
affair was falſely reported, who locked me up 
in one of the cells, as a dangerous perſon, 
where I remained till the day of trial, hardly 
being ſuffered to ſee my city friend, or re · 
ceive any more than the bare priſon allow» 
ance. i 
6 My friend ed an efninent attor- 
ney, who feed a celebrated advocate to plead 
for me on any point of law that could be ur- 
ged in my favor, and croſs examine the wit - 
neſſes. | 


„Murphy and me were put to the! bar, 
and 
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and both pleaded not guilty to the charge. 
Facts appeared plain againſt us both. An 
attempt was made by my counſel (who, I be- 
lieve, was perſuaded of my innocence) to diſ- 
cover a flaw in the indictment; but what he 
urged was overruled by the court. Murphey 
in his defence threw the whole guilt upon me. 
We both had a cloud of witneſſes to our good 
c characters. The Judge gave his charge. T 
cannot ſay judicioully, and the jury, who 
might eafily have ſeen through Nr after | 
| Oey both guilty. 
e This being a capital felony, we received 
| FOO of death the laſt day of the ſeſſion, 
and were exhorted by the recorder to loſe no 
time in preparing for eternity, as we had no 
reaſon to expect mercy of any other than * 
ſupreme all · merciful Judge. 
I cried, I am quite innocent of the crime! 
My fellow priſoner is the perſon who gave 
me the bill, as I declared on my trial! Will 
you venture to take away the life of an inno- 
cent man, without farther enquiry into the 
\ Caſe? God, the juſt Ruler of the Univerſe, 
E 5 e : who 


* : 
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who holds in his hand the hearts of Kings and 
Judges, will not ſuffer ſuch injuſtice under 
his righteous adminiſtration. | 

* Take him away! was all the reply of tha 
court. J was conducted to a cell ſeparate | 
from my accuſer, as dangerous. Good Hea- 
yen! This was too much for humanity, 5 

ce My maſter never once viſited me iti my 

affliction. The reſt. of the clerks appeared 
not after the trial; and even the friend, with 
whom I had intruſted my all, deſerted me 
amidſt my accumulated calamities. . 

& In this dark diſmal dungeon, I (a 
means to draw up a petition to the king, with 
all the pathetic feelings that diſtreſs could 
inſpire; but alas! I could get nobody to pre- 
ſent it. I wrote likewiſe to the recorder; but 
all my efforts were ineffectual. The report 

was made, and I was included in the dead 
warrant as well as Murphey. : t 
$5.5 Mill maintained my oniginak plea, a- 
gainſt all that the ordinary of N ewgate could 
urge. My companion now appeared A Ro- | 
man Catholic, and refuſed to have any con- 
. | cern 
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ſeemed remote, I fell into a fwoon, and was 


| but for ſeven days: But it was ſoon, after the 
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i cern with our prayers. I trove with all the 


vchemence I could, to prevail on him to own. 


that I was an injured, poor, helpleſs man. He 
remained obdurate; and I laid my account to 


meet the King of Terrors with all the reſo- 
lution and fortitude that can attend a man who 
has not guilt to encounter; yet I confeſſed 
to the Alm ighty that I had frequently offended 
his divine goodneſs, and forſaken the foun- 
tain of happineſs, whilſt I implored his mercy; 


and he was pleaſed to diſpoſe the king to reſ- 


pite me from the deyouring jaws of death at 
the place'of execution, and melting, at that 


moment, the ſtoney heart of the Hibernian 


criminal clerk, forced him to confeſs me an 


innocent man, before he launched into the 
Eternal inviſible world. 


„ The noiſe of the numerous ſpectators 
was imitative of thunder; but to me it ſoon 


almoſt quite inſenſible when I was put into a 


coach, and remained ſo all the way back to 


the priſon, when I found that the reſpite was 


clerk's 
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clerk's confeſſion was known, that I was reſ- 


pited during the royal pleaſure, and returned. - 


to the common gaol. 

< I now ſent to my friend, the tradeſman, 
to have my money returned to the ſtocks, or 
applied for the purpoſe of either regaining my 
liberty, by making freſh friends, or making 
my future life leſs diſagreeable in gaol, if I 


refund, I was obliged to wait patiently the 


determination of providence. Whilſt I re- 


mained in that place of captivity, I was in- 
formed that my falſe friend was become a 
bankrupt; ſo that all my hope, ariſing from 
the fruits of my paſt labor, was vaniſhed. 
I ſent to the merchant, my late em- 
ployer, beſeeching him to interfere in the far- 
ther favor of a diſtreſſed guiltleſs man; hav- 
ing nothing to live upon in a peſtilentious pri- 
ſon but a ſcanty morſel of bread, which he is 
obliged to moiſten with water. All the an- 
ſwer that he returned was this: “ The caſe 
yet to us remains doubtful. Be thankful that 
a: | your 


was doomed to remain much longer. But he 
never came; and as I could not force him to 
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 yourlife is preſerved, and prepare for a voyage 


to America, where we truſt you will learn to 
do well, o on a a due OREN on Oy paſt er- 
“Thus 1 remained n ſix months gur⸗ 
ing a rigorous winter, and then was carried 
down, loaded with chains and infamy, to the 
water fide at Black Friars; put into a cloſe 
Iighter with a number of felons, and conduc- 
ted on board the n nn ppm 
bound for Virginia, | | 
I ſhallnot attempt to deſcribe my hard- 
mips and ſufferings at ſea, during a two 
month's voyage, or depict the eruelties of the 
priſoners on board. I could never aſſociate 
with ſuch in their wickedneſs, having all 
along, in the courſe of my unmerited confine- 
ment, kept myſelf as much at a diſtance as I 


could from ſuch company. For this I ſuf- 


fered much at ſea, not unknown to the cap- 
tain; who, on our arrival, enquired into my 
character, and diſpoſed of me to an eminent 
planter, which removed r me e far enou gh from 
ſuch people. | 


180 
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c The planter proved a a man of great com- 
paſſion, and liſtened to the tale of my deep 
diſtreſs with much attention. Finding me di- 


ligent and faithful in his buſineſs, beth as a 


labourer and an overſeer, he ſoon gave me my _ 


freedom, and his fair daughter, with a con- 


ſiderable fortune into the bargain. At his 
death I ſucceeded to the eſtate, greatly im- 


proved it, and brought up my family thus far 
in credit and repute, by the A of hea- 
ven upon my endeavors. þ 

4 Aſter all my afflictions, the Almighty 


was pleaſed to honor me in the ſight of the 


Provincials. I was made a magiſtrate by the 
late Britiſ Governor of that province, where 


my plantation was. To defend that, the li- 


borties of this land, and my property in this 
province, { took up arms in the ſervice of 
Congreſs, and now bear a commiſſion for 
that purpoſe. I ſhall not even try to bring 
you over to my principles. Your weapons 


are not carnal, but ſpiritual, Uſe theſe pro- 


perly. Remain in this province till the ſtorm 
is over, and may the ſame Almighty good- 
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neſs which faved me from death, and brought 
me to happineſs and plenty, by away which I 
knew not, alſo deliver you, young man, from 
all your perplexing fears and anxieties, and 
beſtow on you that tranquillity of mind 
which I feel, and ever ee amidſt all 
my calamities.” 

This hoſpitable ede of Mr. Max- 
field proved truly a happy aſylum to me dur- 
ing the winter. During that time I had fre- 
quent opportunities of reading the Engliſh 
news- papers, and was informed of what was 
going on in parliament, which met on the 

ſecond of November. The King's ſpeech 
turned chiefly on the neceſſity of carrying on 
the war in America. Earl Chatham very 
ably oppoſed the addreſs, which is generally 
deemed the echo of the ſentiments . the 
throne. ä 

He faid,' It ie a perilous 20d 8 

dous moment, and not a time for adulation. 


It is neceſſary to diſpel the darkneſs and delu- 


Fon which änvelopes the throne, and to diſ- 
| play, in its; fall danger: and native colours, 
| the 


gages | —\—ef& annals 
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the ruin that is brought to our doors. The 
meaſures which have been purſued, have 
brought this late flouriſhing empire to ruin 
and contempt. Not only the power and 
ſtrength of this country are waſting and ex- 


c 
[ 
n 
d 
d 
p 


piring, but her well- earned glones, her true 
honor and ſubſtantial dignity, are ſacrificed. 
France, my Lords, has inſulted you : ſhe has 
encouraged and ſuſtained America; and whe- 
ther America be wrong or right, the dignity 
of this country ought to ſpurn at the offici- 
ous inſult of French interference. 

«© The miniſters and ambaſſadors of thoſe 


who are called rebels and enemies, are in Pa- 


ris: in Paris they tranſact the reciprocal in- 
tereſts of America and France. Can there 
be a more mortifying inſult > Can even our 
miniſters ſuſtain a more hum:liating diſgrace ? 
Do they dare to reſent it ? Do they preſume 
even to hint a vindication of their honor, and 
the dignity of the ſtate, by requiring the 
diſmiſſion of the plenipotentiaries of Ameri- 
end 5 5 

« Such is the degradation to which they 


the 2 have 
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have reduced the glories of England. The 
people, whom. they affected to call contempt- 
able rebels, but whoſe growing power has 
at laſt obtained the name of enemies; the 
-cquntry with, whom they. have engaged this 
country in war, and. againſt whom they now 
command our. implicit,{uppart-: this people, 
deſpiſed as rebels, or acknowledged as ene- 
mies, are abetted againſt us, ſupplied with 
every military. ſtore, their intereſts conſultad, 
and their ambaſſadors entertained by our inve- 
terate enemy! and our miniſters dare not in- 
terpoſe with dignity and effect. Is. this the 
honor of a great kingdom? Is this the indig- 
nant ſpirit of England, who but yeſterday 
gave lay to the houſe of Bourbon? 

NN During three compaigns, we have dane 
nothing, and ſuffered much; beſides perhaps 
the total loſs of the northern forcev. You 

may 


It would ſeem from this, that his Lordſhip had al- 
ready received advice of the capture of Gen. Burgoyne, 
for the news arrived in England within a fortnight af- 
ter. Or if we confder this part of his ſpeech as a pre- 
di ion 
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may ſwell every expence and every effort ſtil 
more extravagantly; pile and accumulate 
every aſſiſtance you can buy or borfow ; trat- 
fic and harter withvevery little pitifal German 
potentate, your efforts are for ever vain and 
impotent; doubly ſo from this mercenary 
| aid om which you rely, for it imitates to an 
incurable reſentment, the minds of your ene- 
mies, by over- running them with the merte- 
nary ſons of rapine and plunder, devoting 
them and their poſſeſſions to ths rapacity” of 
hierling cruelty. 

| © Your own army is infected with the 
contagion of theſe iliberal allies: the ſpirit of 
plunder and of rapine is gone forth amongft 
them: your diſcipline is deeply wounded. 
Whilſt this is notoriouſfy your ſinking ſitua- 
tion, America grows and fonriſltes: while 
your ſtrength and diſcipline is Towered, theirs 
riſes and improves. Why too ſhall the mi- 
niſter delegate to the mercileſs Indian the 
defence of diſputed rights, and to wage the 
diction, it ſhews the vaſt ſagacity of his mind, which 
Was well aware of the perilous ſituation of the Britiſh 
army, b 


D 3 | horrors. 
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horrors of a barbarous war againſt our bre- 
thren? Our army, familiarized to the hor- 
rid ſcenes of ſavage cruelty, can no longer 
boaſt of the noble and generous Principles 
which dignify a ſoldier. 
No man wiſhes more for the dependence of 
America than myſelf. America is the foun- 
tain of our wealth, the nerve of our ſtrength, 
the nurſery and baſis of our naval power. It 
is our duty, therefore, if we wiſh to ſave 
our country, ſeriouſl y to endeavor the reco- 
very of theſe beneficial ſubjects: and in this 
perilous criſis, perhaps the preſent moment 
may be the only one in which we can 12 
for ſucceſs,” 

Had his Lordſhip's 8 . amendment 
to the addreſs been attended to, America, 
though far gone, might have been recovered. 
He propoſed an immediate ceſſation of hoſti- 
lities, and the commencement of a treaty\ta 
reſtore peace and liberty to the colonies, i 
ſtrength and happineſs 'to. Ruglnd,—But 


what ſings the poet. 
When 
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When rival nations great in arms, 
Great in pow'r, in glory great, 

Fill the world with war's alarms, 

And breath a temporary hate, 


The hoſtile ſtorms but rage a while, 
And the tir'd conteſt ends: 


of But ah! how hard to reconcile | 
n- The foes that once were friends ? 
h, Each haſty word, each look unkind, 


It Each diſtant hint that ſeems to mean 
ve A ſomething lurking in the mind, 

o- Which always longs to lurk unſeen; 
118 Each ſhadow of a ſhade offends 


Th' embitter d foes who once were friends. 


Yes, patriots may propoſe; parliament may 
accede to their terms, and the miniſter may 


nt endeavor to execute them, but HE who rules 
a, in the raging of the ſea, and ſtills the mad- 
d. neſs of the people, alone can make nations 


ceaſe to war againſt nations, and deſtroy the 
np of thoſe-who have long before lived 
in habirs of the greateſt friendſhip, FEE as 


the bard proceeds to ſing, 
D „ That 


My © 
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That pow'r alone who fram'd the ſoul, 
And bade the ſprings of paſſion play, 
Can all the jarring ſtrings controul, 
And form or diſcord concord's ſway. 


_ "Tis He alone whoſe breath of love 
Did o'er the world of waters move, 
Whoſe touch the mountains bend, 
Whoſe word. from darkneſs call'd. forth lights: 
»Tis He alone can re-unite | 
The foes who ance were friends, 
To cim, O Britain, bow the knee 
His awful, his auguſt decre·, 
Ye rebel tribes adore!” 


Forgive at once, and be forgiven, 
Ope in each breaſt a little heaven, 
And diſcord ĩs no more. 


The laſt ſtanza of Mr. Whitehead, whillt 
it points to. a conſummation-moſt. devoutly 
to be wiſhed, marks. out the beſt. plan for 
accompliſhing the end defired. Let each party 
caſt off all pomp and pride, and humble 
themſelves. before the great Ruler of the 
world. It: is ambition that fires the minds of 
princeſs, wlio, rather than not ſpread wide 
their ele and enſtave the bodies and 

ſouls 
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ſouls of et, care not to be at all. Let them 
conſider, that they are the ſeryants of the 
Almighty: and let'them remember, they are 


alſo the ſervants of the people, without 
whom they would be but cyphers in ſociety. 
The meck, and not the proud, ſhall inherit the 


earth. A proud miniſter is hateful to God 
and man. The opprefſor muſt be oppoſed; 
and though he may be long employed by pro- 
vidence as a rod to correct the people, yet as 
{gon as the end is obtained, that inſtrument | 
Mall be deſtroyed; 

There were faults on both ſides of the 
Trojan' towers. There were faults on both 
ſilles the Atlantic ocean. If the monarch, and 
the revolted millions would but deign to 
meet in mildrieſs, and ſuffer cool reaſon to 
reſume her throne, ſoon would all the unhap- 
by diviſions ceaſe: ſoon would Britain and 
her colonies cordially unite in a covenant of 
mutual defence againſt the common foe; the 
French, who are coming into America like a 
flood, to ſweep away the baſis of that religion 
and liberty which we love! 


Ds Though | 
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Though General Waſhington with his ar- 


muy lay quiet in the camp amidſt the rigorous 


days of winter, yet Congreſs remained active 
in forming an alliance with France. That 
rival European kingdom had meditated this 
from the beginning of the American. troubles, 
and found it profitable-to fiſh in troubled wa- 
ter, A treaty of commerce accordingly was 
ſigned by the American Plenipotentiaries, 
and the Count de Vergennes, the French mi- 
niſter for foreign affairs, on the goth of Ja- 
nuary, 1778, a day memorable for freedom 
in the death of a tyrant, The week after a 
tieaty of alliance was executed, The pro- 
phecy of Earl Chatham was now fulfilled, 
and the Britiſh miniſtry diſclaimed any 
knowledge of theſe tranſactions. 

But on the 19th of February, Lord North 
carried in his two bills for a reconciliation 
with America, and propoſed to give up to 
the coloniſts all, and even much more than 
they at the firſt required, The aQ of parlia- 
ment which laid a tax on tea, and brought in- 


to the new world a world of woe, was re- 
pealed 


THE KENTISH CURATE. 39 


pealed, and commiſſioners were appointed 
with power to treat with the Congreſs by 
name, as if it were a legal body. 

This was giving authenticity to a power 
hitherto deemed the height of uſurpation, ſo 
as to ſuppoſe its acts and conceſſions binding 
on America. The commiſſioners 'were alſo: 
empowered to treat with any of the Provin- 
cial aſſemblies upon their new conſtitution,, 
and with any individuals in their civil capa- 
cities or military commands; with General 
Waſhington;,.or. any other officer, for whoſe 
head a reward. had. not long before been of- 
fered. | 

The commiſſioners had a power to order a. 
ſuſpenſion of arms; to grant all ſorts of par- 
dons, immunities and rewards; to ſuſpend 


the operation of all laws, and reſtore all the 


colonies, or any of them, to the form of their 


ancient conſtitution. Theſe commiſſioners 


were, the Earl of Carliſle, Mr. Eden, Gover- 
nor Johnſtone, and the commanders of the 
fleet and land forces in America. They ar- 
rived .at Philadelphia early in June, and im- 
meditately. 


"GO THE KENTISH CURATE 


|  mediately forwarded a letter, the two acts of 
_ parliament; and other credentials to Mr. Lau- 
ens the preſident of the Congreſs, propoſing 
in effect, that America ſhould make her own 
terms; laying, (as a celebrated orator aftet- 
wards expreſſed himſelf) the crown, the peer 
age, and the commons of Great Britain, at 
the feet of the America Congrefs.” 

In the name of his Britannic Majeſty, they 
propoſed an immediate ceffation of hoſtihties 
both by land and fea. That no military force 
ſhould be maintamed in any part of America 
withdut the conſent of a General Congreſs, 
or of the Provincial aſſemblies. That the 
moſt unreſtrained freedom fliould be given to 
the American trade. They offered to con- 
cur in meaſures tending to diſcharge the debt 
contracted by Congreſs, and which might 
in the mean time raiſe the credit and value of 
the paper circulation. That the union thus re- 
ſtored ſhould be continued by a reciprocal de- 
putation of agents from the reſpective ſtates, 
who ſhould have the privilege of a ſeat and 
voice in the parliament of Great Britain; or 


if 
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ift ſuch agents were ſent from Britain, that 
they ſhould have a ſeat and voicetin the: aſ- 
ſemblies of the different ſtates. 

But alk theſe ample and unlimitted overs. 
tures came too late. Mr. Silus Deane: had 
reached Vork town: from Paris, with a 
ratification: of- the two treaties: between the 
court of Verſailles, .and the thirteen--united 
ſtates of America, a whole month before; 
and they who ran in a race, ran all, but one 
obtains the prize.” The Congreſs, as a body, 
remained inflexible; recourſe: was therefore 
had to individuals, and offers of large ſums, 
and the higheſt poſts - were made, with- 
out effect; to the leading men in America, 
The offers made by Governor Johnſtone 
to General Reed, an American commander, 
were more ſpecific than. the overtures made 
to Waſhington and Laurens; for he held out 
ten thouſand pounds, and. any office he plea- 
fed in the colonies for his ſervices. The Ge- 
neral returned for anſwer, „I am not worth 
purehaſing; but ſuch as I am, the King of 
Great Britain is not rich enough to do it.“ 
Mr. 
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Mr. Eden nom obſerving that all the 
overtures which: he and the other Commiſ- 
ſioners could. make to the colonies were rejec- 
ed, produced his orders from the American 
ſecretary to; Sir Henry Clinton, now com- 
mander in- chief, for evacuating Philadelphia, 
eroſſing the Delaware, and marching the ar- 
my through the Jerſeys to New-Vork. Ac-- 
eordingly the Britiſh-army. paſſed. the river. 
on the 18th: of June, after: large ſums had: 
been laviſhly.expended in conſtructing works. 
for the ſecurity. of the city, thus ignominie- 
ouſly abandoned tothe enemy. 11 

From this time the American war became 
utterly hopeleſs, and. this dereliction of terri- 
tory of friends and reputation, extinguiſhed: 
every latent propenſity in the minds of the 
Americans in favor of reconciliation. 

The Britiſh army on leaving Philadelphia 
could not return to New-York by ſea; for 
Admiral Howe, was far removed round the 
coaſt, and the French fleet, under the conduct 
of Count d' Eſtaign, was approaching the new 
world. The only road to which the baggage 

| - and 
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and ſtores could proceed was narrow, ſo that 
the waggons, artillery, and camp equipage, 
extended x2 miles. Yet the General found: 


means to defend the whole from alt attempts. 


made by Waſhington and his army. | 
Had General Howe not loſt the golden op= 


portunity of conquering America the pre- 


eeding year, by croſſing the Delaware, and 
earrying deſtruction without delay on the 
enemy, Britain would not have met the dic. 
grace which the long winter and ſpring were 
maturing. But the Engliſh army is gone 
from the city.. I have no concern in the wa. 
came not to America to draw the ſword, or 


attempt to deſtroy any of the natives, and the 


natives ſhall have ne cauſe to prove inimical. 
to me, 


My life ſtill ſhall the tender care 
Of Providence defend, 

While delegated angels round 

Their guardian wings extend, 


When through creation's vaſt expanſe, 


The laſt dread thunders roll, 
Untune 
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And ſhake the ring ſoul. . 
Unmov'd may I the final ſtorm 
Of jarring worlds ſurvey, 
That: uſhers in the glad Terene> i 
Of everlaſting day. | 
Thro' nature's ever varying ſcene, 
By diff rent ways purſu d, 
The one eternal end of heaven 
Is. univerſal good. 

Thm nowa temporary inhabitant of the fineſt 
province in the weſtern world, ſurrounded” 
with all the glories of ſummer, and within 
5 ſight of *the great ocean. It is now morn- 
ing, and not long paſt the ſweet hour of 
prime. I am retired to the rural ſhades of a 
village, on a little riſing hill, which com- 
mands, to the ſouth and weſt, , the pleaſant 
proſpeR of a beautiful landſcape. . The fky is 
unclouded, and the air ſerene. The ſun has 
riſen above the horizon, and the birds begin 

their matin ſongs. The few remaining ruſtic 
hinds go forth to their labour; the aged man, 


and the blooming damſels approach the fair 
field, 
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feld, to obtain health and gladneſs, whilſt 
the whole face of creation ſeems to ſmile; 
regardleſs or the ruful wars and all its n : 
FOrsS, | 
I feel an uncommon loin of etl per- 
en my heart, as I view this luxuriant 
ſcene, | Surely goodneſs has followed me te 
this calm retreat: My imagination is tranf- 
ported to rapture, as the Ruler of day aſcends 
the azure ſteep of heaven, to gladden the 
tribes of Adam in his courle around the vaſt 
bending arch. 6 

Who formed this yy globe, that eye 
and ſoul of our ſyſtemꝰ Who bade this bright 
laminary cheriſh and enliven all things by 
beautiful beams? What power impreſſed ſuch 
conſtant regularity on. its motion? Daily, at 
certain moments, it riſes and ſets. Yearly, at 
a preciſe period, it comes to a eertain point. 


How. convenient is its ſtation in theſe viſible 


heavens, diſpenſing light and heat impartially 
to all. Its beams burn not the earthy nor does 
it ſuffer the inhabitants of the world to be 
tfroxen to death in its abſence, Whoſe wiſdom 
| He winded. 
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winded up the maſſy machine, ſo as never 
to ceaſe its annual and diurnal. round ? is 
the ſun the deity itſelf, as the erring nations 
fondly dream ? No: it is but a creature of the 
uncreated Supreme, his faithful witneſs in the 
firmament, formed to proclaim his praiſe to 
every planet: nor is there a nation which 
has not heard its voice; which, as the royal 
Pſalmiſt ſays, is gone forth to all the earth. 
and its ſound to the ends of the world.“ 


*P «©-The glorious fon, from day to day, 
1 Does his Creator's power difplayy'® 
% Andpubliſhes to ev'ry land 
The work of an Almighty hand. 


But this ſun, which beſtows heat and light 
to our world, and the other planets in their 
courſes round their orbits, i is but one of the 
glorious witneſſes of the Almighty's wiſdom 
goodn 3 — kent temple of the 
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= | well aware, that the new ſyſtem of r ſuppoſes 
1 the fun ta be a fixed body. 


and 
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and is filled with innumerable monuments of 
benevolence. Seized in contemplation, on 
the roving wings of fancy, I leave this golden 
orb and its worlds, and launch into the tract- 
leſs path of infinite ſpace, where ten thouſand 
ſuns, and ten times ten thouſand worlds re- 
volve in ether. Higher yet would I raiſe my 

warm imagination, and behold another hea- 
ven, and ſee ſuns and ſyſtems uncounted ; all 
perfectly regular and invariable in their mo- 
tion, and performing their ſeveral parts in the 
univerſe at the fiat of infinite goodneſs; de- 
claring the glory of the Loxp, and demon- 


ſtrating his omnipotence ! 


6 What though nor real voice nor MY 
& Amid their radiant orbs be found, 
&© In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice; 2 
« For ever ſinging as they ſhine, 
 & The hand that made us is divine.” 


His goodneſs i is over all his works, — by 
his tender care all things arepreſerved. For 
near 6000 years has our ſyſtem performed 


its revolutions, without the leaſt variation; 
nox 
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nor ſhall: the fun and planets ceaſe ts roll, 

until, at the command of their almighty 

Maker, the ſubtile energy of attraction and 
agg ceaſe 5 ne ebe mm 

n ee e 
« Thou zh worlds annambered: to the God be known, 
"Tis ours to trace him only'in our own. m_— 


Who girded the great globe with the ban- 
dage of the atmoſphere? Who beſtowed that 
elaſticity on the air, to make it profitabſe 
for animal life? its motion is the medium of 
ſound; its tranſparency. admits the rays* of 
the ſun, and conveys them almoſt: inſtan- 
taneouſly to the earth, through a ſpace of 
many miltions of ales: Its agitation affords. 
winds for failing on the ſea. It keeps the 
thunder, the lightening, the tempeſts, and : 
hail in tore for the war of elements! It is a: 
reſeryoir for. water in the ciſterns of the 
clouds, and keeps it in ſafety, till neceſſary 
to be diſperſed i in gentle rains, or diſtilled as 
mall dew on the tender graſs, and the fra- 
gram flowers of the field, ry 


What 
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"What conſummate {kill taught yonder co- 
pious river to wind round thoſe verdent paſ- 
tures, where the lowing cattle crop the fra- 
grant flowers from its enamelled margin, 
and ſlake their parehing thirſt from the little 
curling ſtreams that roll down from the ri- 
ſing hills, having laved the borders of theſe 
green paſtures, where the bleeting herds 

feed, and the lambkins play? 
Whoſe kind benevolent hand clothed: theſe 
gorgeous meadows, and thoſe hills, with de- 
lightful . verdure? Whoſe rich bounty be- 
ſtows'fertility to the fields, and fills the fur- 
rows with the golden grain around the 
landſcape? Even the Parent of Good, who. 
cauſes the fountains to ſpring from the ever- 
laſting hills, and makes the vallies glad Wich | 

the refreſhing former and latter rain. | 

The ripened corn in yonder fertile field,” 
has now acquired a yellow hue, and ſoon 
will demand the ruſtic's aid to cut it down, 
and fill the granaries with the golden ſtore 
for another winter. The harveſt is ripe 3 but 
where: are the 'buſbandimen to employ their 

ſickles ? 
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ſickles? Yonder encamped on the plain with 
Waſhington, waiting for the war, and look- 
ing for help from a far country. 

I caſt my eye on the ſurface of the great 
deep to the eaſt, and ſee the floating caſtles of 
the contending parties, whilſt the fate of 
America depends on the dread event of the 


battle. 
But I was ſuddenly interrupted i in my me- 


ditation by the approach of a venerable aged 
man; who, coming up the hill to my: recluſe 
ſhade, thus addeſſed me: 22240 
% Ah! young man, are you thus wrapt 
up in ſolemn ſolitary thought, whilſt the 
fleets of Great Britain and France are eager- 
ly engaged on the ſea?” 
Recovering myſelf, I told him, that on 
that very theme, tremenduous as it is, I. was 
actually contemplating at the inſtant when 
he diſturbed me. He ſat down on the bank 
beneath a wide ſpreading tree, ſighed, and 
ſhedl tears in abundance. I enquired the cauſe 
of; bis complaint and ſeeming ſorrow, and 
requeſted him to communicate his mind to 
me 
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me without reſerve, or the leaſt dread. It 
was a conſiderable time before I could meet 
his reply, and all that he ſaid was, 1 was 
once a ſoldier, but now, alas! a poor plebean, 
_ obliged to ſtay at Ao whilſt I ſhould be 
_ in the wars.” © | 
For every thing there is a ſeaſon, I ſaid, 
and the time of you warfare'being over, it is 
fit you ſhould enjoy the comforts of life at 
home in the evening of your days. 5 
No recovered from his perturbation, the 
ſtranger grew more familiar, and entered on 
a general diſcourſe with me about the trou- 
bles in America; lamenting that the times 
were ſo changed from George the firſt's days 
to theſe; that the coloniſts ſhould call in the 
aid of the common enemy againſt Britons, 
with whom they fo bravely fought in the laſt 
_ We 
1 learned that he had not long left off the 
foldier ; for he aſſured me that he was preſent 
in the Provincial army at the captureof Bur- 
goyne': at Saratoga, and kince, had been en- 
„ i {7 ” paged 
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gaged- againſt the Indians in the back ſettles 
ments. 
Being much prepoſſaſſed in opinion, that the 


perſon to whom I was talking was fomething 


more than a common man, I ſolicited him to 
accompany me to the houſe of my kind ,pa- 
tron, to get ſome refreſhment before he pur- 
ſued his tedious journey to South Carolina, 
to which province he informed me he was 
bound. 5 

We accordingly med down the hill to 
the village. I introduced the warrior to my 
friend, and he heartily made him welcome. 

After-breakfaſt, J found the ſtranger free 
and ready to open his mind. At the requeſt 
of my patron, he thus proceeded, the good 
miſtreſs, and her Oe my Pupils, * alſo 


| profent. _ 


« Having been a 8 0 the g grea - 


* 
teſt part · of the laſt war in America, I was 


choſen as a fit perſon to teach the young men 


in che province where I reſided at the begin- 
ning of the preſent troubles. My age and in- 


firmities, however, precluded me from active 
| | ſervice 
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ſervice till the laſt compaign, when I would _ 
no longer ſtay behind, but face the foes of our 
freedom in the field, and do my oppreſſed 
country all the good in my power. 
„ hay in ambuſh with a party in the ſe- 
* fituations through which General Bur- 
gone marched, and frequently ſurrounded 
parties who were ſent out to forage. "Theſe 
people appeared not ſorry for their captivity. 
They were heartily tired of their comman- 
der's wild-goofe chace, and entertained but 
little hope of ſeeing him accompliſh his pur- 
poſe of meeting an army from New- Vork, 
and cutting off all communication with the 
North and South provinces. From theſe ſol- 
diers 1 learned the fituation and ſtrength of 
the Britiſh army, and communicated ſuch in- 
telligence to my ſuperiors. 

I intercepted three private meſſengers 
from the Britiſh army under General Clin- 
ton, who was ſailing up Hudſon's river, in 
order to meet Burgoyne at Albany. I car- 
ried them to our camp, 'where they were 
examined by the officers, and opened the 

Vorl. IV. E whole 
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. whole buſineſs, of their hazardous undertak- 
Ide to ot oth {by nj} 150466! 
„The intelligence which theſe meſſengers 

afforded, proved. ruinous to the Royal cauſe; 
for the militia, and the whole northern army, 
united to oppoſe the progreſs of Burgoyne. 

On the ſeventh of laſt October, General Ar- 
nold gave battle to the Britiſh adventurer, 
and obliged him to retreat to the camp, after 
having loſt many men, killed, wounded, and 
taken priſoners, We attacked the Britiſh 
camp with great fury, and were quite ſan- 


9 5 


plete conqueſt that day; but General Arnold 
received a dangerous wound in the height of 
the engagement, which being perceived by 


and drove us back with conſiderable loſs. 

I carried off with my party a wounded 
officer. of the Royal army, Major Ackland, 
who commanded the grenadiers in the action, 

and whoſe perſonal bravery was conf} picuous 
on ſeveral occaſions. General Gates, to whom 


uſe 


-guine in our expectation of gaining a eom- 


the aneiny, hey redoubled their exertions, | 


the chiet command devolved, ordered me to 


I 

2 
1 
Ie. 
* 
whe 
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uſe the Major with the utmoſt tenderneſs and 
humanity, and to extend the ſame care to all 
the priſoners, Accordingly he was dreſſed 
by the furgeon, and conducted to a commo- 
dious tent, near the river, Having furniſhed 
the captives with every neceſſary, and ſet a 
guard over them, I retired to reſt my weary 
aged limbs, after the fatigues of the day. 
<c ] aroſe at day-break, and reviſited the 
priſoners ; when I was informed, by a centi- 
nel on the out poſts, that there was a party, 
which he ſuppoſed to be ſpies, in a little boat 
which came down the river juſt as I retired, | 
and remained all night not far from ſhore. } 4 , 
cc 1 advanced to the ſide of the water 
with a guard, hailed the veſſel, and demanded 
the buſineſs of the company on board. A” 
gentleman in a clerical habit ſtood up; and 
offering a flag of truce; informed me that he. 
was come with a lady from the royal camp, 
by leave of General Burgoyne, from whom 
he had a letter directed to General Gates, in 
order that ſhe may obtain leave to attend her, 
wounded huſband, Major Ackland. 5 
„ E 2 «EE: 
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J immediately received the party on 
ſhore, lady Harriet Ackland, Mr. Brudenell, 
the.chaplin of the royal-artillery, a young wo- 
man fervant to the lady, and the Major's va- 
let · de chambre, and accompanied them to the 
head quarters, introducing them to General 
Gates himſelf, as not venturing to ſhew them 
the priſoner without his expreſs orders. 

The lady appeared much fatigued and de- 
jetted, and I could perceive that ſhe was alſo 
in a fair way of ſoon becoming a mother 
in America. This cauſed us to uſe her with 
the utmoſt tenderneſs, and I ſoon faw that 
the General, though MIT is made th e. 
ſame obſervation. i 
. She delivered a letter, fell 1 on her 
knees, and cried bitterly. The General him- 
ſelf lifted her up, and bade her caſt off her 
- ſorrow, for the brave Major, her huſband, 

vas ſafe, and likely to recover of his wounds. 

4 The dear amiable lady was too much 
agitated to make any reply, but ſat down in 


the tent, and-again cried, 
« The reverend gentleman then took oc- 
15 | caſion 
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caſion to draw a picture of the lady's ſuffer- 
ings during the compaign, the outlines of 


which yet remains viſible to my mind's eye. 


It is but a kind of rough ſketch; but the 
colouring is ſtrong and ſtriking. 

Lady Harriet, in the year 1776, aecbmp¹- 
nied her huſband:to Canada; and during the 
ſeverity of that winter, and in the different 
extremities of ſeaſons, traverſed a ſpace of 
fome thouſand miles. Often in want of. 


food: parched by the intenſe heat of the 
climate in ſummer, and frozen for months 


together in the winter, ſhe proceeded to at- 
tend her ſick huſband in a poor cheerleſs cot- 
tage, at Chamblee, to adminiſter. that conſo- 
lation that her ſympathy eould inſpire, and 


preſent thoſe cordials. which the camp af- 


forded.. 


„ The royal army: bolioging: Ticodvobes: 0 


the beginning of. next year, the fatigues and 


Hazards expected by the General, urged him. 


to reſtrain this lady from attending her huſ- 
band. But on theday following the conqueſt 
of * fort, hearing that the Major was 
wk E 3 much. 


os 


much wounded, ſhe would no longer ſtay 


behind, but croſſed the Lake Champlain to 


Join him; and ſo, as ſoon as he recovered, 


followed his fortune through the campaign. 


At Fort Edward, the artificers of the ar- 
Ulery conſtructed a two-wheeled tumbril for 
Lady Harriet, in which ſhe proceeded with 
the camp in its progreſs to Albany. Fhe 
Britiſh grenadiers,. which were attached to 
General Frazer's corps, and. conſequently 


were always the moſt advanced in the army, 


were commanded by Major Ackland, In 
their ſeveral ſituations, they ſeldom flept 


out of their cloaths. A tent in which the 


Major and his /lady lay ſuddenly took fire. 
An orderly ſerjeant of the grenadiers, with 
much hazard of his life, dragged out the 
Major; at which inſtant the lady, not per- 
fectly awake, and unknowing what ſhe did, 
providentially withdrew from the tent, by 
creeping under the back part. The firſt ob- 
ject ſhe ſaw upon the recovery of her ſenſes, 


was the Major on the other ſide, and in the 


fire ſearching for her. The ſerjeant again 
_ faved 


# 


3 
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ſaved him, but not without the Major being 
ſeverely burned in the face. Every thing 
they had with them in the tent was con- 
ſumed. | 5 
& This accident, terrible as it truly was, 
altered not the ſteady purpoſe of our fair - 
heroine ; for ſhe { continued her progre® 
with the army, and paſſed Hudfon's river 
with her huſband, diſcovering the wee re- 
ſolution and cheerfulneſs. * 
« Such a rare exampleè of conjugal love, | 
al true-affeion; is well worthy your no- 0 
tice. Love certainly i is ſtronger than death, 
and many waters, nay even the floods, cannot - 
hag ey that facred flame. 6 | 
„„ Still was her unparalleled fortitude to 
meet new trials: Indeed virtue is not virtue 
untried; and had Lady Harriet remained 
in eaſe and affluence in England, her affec- 
tion for the brave Major, her beloved huſ- 
band, might never have been known. Sep- 
tember the Tgth, tlie grenadiers, in their 
march, were Hable, every moment, to action. 
The *enciny* appeared all the way within 
E 4. ſight, 


80 THE KENTISH, CURATFTEs: 


fight, and in an adyancing, poſture. In. this 
5 ſtuation of imminent danger, the Major di- 
rected his lady t to follow the rear of the ar- 
tillery and baggage, then leſs expoſed. She 
found herſeK near a little uninhabited: hut, 
=” and there alighted from her little carriage; 
| hut. the action ſoon became general, and the 
ſurgeons of the hoſpital took poſſeſſion of 
the ſame hut, to be A to ol the wound- 
ed. 
The noiſe of the, cannon and fiery 
from the poſt of her huſband, laſted for four 
hours. She had then three fewale.compani- 
ons with her, the Baroneſs of Reideſel, and 
the wives of two Britiſh officers, Major 
Harnage, and Lieutenant Reynell. Theſe 
ladies did not long yield: conſolation. to our 
heroine. Major Harnage as ſoon brought 
into the place badly vpunded, and engroſſed 
the whole care of his lady; and the news 
ſoon after arrived, that Lieutenant Reynel 
was killed by a ball. What myſt Lady Har- 
riet now have felt in her tender boſom for 


3 F 


her huſband, ſo much ee to the enemy? 
| n 
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c On the 5th of October, ſhe was again 
expoſed to the hearing of the whole action, 
when the Britiſh: troops were defeated, and 
ker huſband: wounded and taken priſoner. 
The next day ſhe ſolicited General Bur - 
goyne to ſuffer her, if not inter fering with 
his deſign, to attend her huſband, by paffing 
to the camp of the enemy. Wben ] ſay the 
Britiſh troops were defeated, I allude to the 
beginning of the action, in which, after Ge- 
neral Arnold was wounded, and. the Ameri- 
cap troops repulſed. 

« But. how ſhall I attempt to diſeribe the 
ſcene of mutual affection when our heroine 
met: the Major her huſband. I: am certain 
greater love prevailed not in the breaſt of the 


amiable Eleanor of England, E when, in th e 


cruſades with her huſband, . afterwards: the 


mighty monarch of that kingdom, ſhe ſaved. 


his life at the hazard of her own, by ſuck- 
ing the poiſon. which the envenomed arrow 
had conveyed into his wound e 


e Lady. Harriet; in little more than a 


* beheld the captivity of the whole Bri- 


E 5. 


tiſn 


es” 


82 ; 203 KENTISH CURATE.” 


tiſh- army at Saratoga ; the humiliating cir= 
cumftances attending which, would be too 


painful for me to deſcribe. Indeed, we had | 


no opportunity of looking on during the de- 


| gradation; for General Gates ordered the 


Provincial army to be drawn off to a conve- 
nient diſtance at the time when the captives 
piled up their arms by the ſide of the river. 


As I was active and diligent in the ſer- 


vice all the time of Burgoyne's approach to 


Albany, and always found means to mar the 


purpoſe of intelligence from the army at 
New-York, Congreſs have been pleaſed to 
approve my conduct, diſmiſs me from the 
arduous ſervice in the field, and ſettle an 


bandſome ſalary upon me for life. I am now 


travelling to South Carolina, where I ſhall 


have land alloted me to live upon, and ſo 


ſpend the reſidue of my days in peace and 


ſerenity.” | 
My worthy patron heard the tale of the 


ſoldier with great attention, whilſt his wife 


wept at the recital of the calamities which 
wild war had brought on Major Ackland 
„ and 


& 
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and his lady. He ordered a homely treat to 
be prepared for the aged ſtranger, and mean 
while, in his turn, entertained us with the fol- 
lowing . "IS 
„Having long lived on the back ſettle- 
ments near the great lakes in my youthful . 
days, I had ample opportunity of obſerving 
the manners of the Indian tribes; and will 
firſt: take opportunity to point out an act of 
female heroiſm which perhaps never was 
matched in ancient or modern hiſtory ; - and 
though the ſtory may appear in the air of a 
romance, yet I'can avouch for its veracity. 
No people in the world are more cauti- 
ous in conducting their captives during their 
march, than the Indians. In the day time, 
if they are marching over land, the priſoners 
are held by ſome of the victorious party; but 
when they travel by water, they chain the 
unhappy victims of their revenge to the 
canoe, In the night ſeaſon, they commonly 
ſtretch them on the ground quite naked, with 
their legs, arms, and neck faſtened to hooks 


axed in the ground, Cords were alſo tied to 
their 
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their arms or legs, which are held by the 
: guard, who, if he chagees to fleep, inſtantly 
awakes at the leaſt motion of them. 

c But though ſuch precautions are taken 
by the ſucceſsful Indians, there is a remarka- 
ble inſtance of their proving ineffectual. 

A band of ten warriors, from Canada, 
attended by two of their wives, made an irrup- 
tion into the back ſettlements of New Eng- 
land. In the Frighbourboog « of an exterior 
town, this party committed certain depreda- 
tions, killed and ſcalped ſeveral people, and 
took. a woman, with her ſon about twelve 
years e of age, from the place, and ſo retreated 
towards their own native country, at three 
hundred miles diſtance, carrying off their cap · 
tives with them. 0 
= The woman, © on the ſacond 7 of their 
| retreat, formed a reſolve to free herſelf and 


x 


S S  ©% 


her ſon from that dreadful ſituation. Find- 


ing. the Indians all aſleep, the ſlipped the cords 
from ber bands, and cautioned her ſon, whom 
the Wee lee to go unbound, in a 

| | whiſpers 
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whiſper, againſt being nn, at what ſne 
Was about to perform. 

<« Firſt, ſne removed with: great 3 
the defenſive weapons of the Indians which: 
lay by their ſides, to a conſiderable - diſtanee. 
But knowing that it would be impracticable 
to withdraw with her boy ſo far as not to be 
overtaken by the enemy when they awaked, 
ſhe came to the reſolution of killing every one 
of them. | 

«© The heroine NE one of the tomahawks: 
into the hands of her ſon, bidding him follow 
her example; and' taking another herſelf; fell 
upon the fleeping party, and inſtantly diſ- 
patched ſeveral of them: 

«© Her boy, who wanted-both ſtrength and 
reſolution, made a feeble ſtroke at one of 
De which ee him, He was riſing, 
man, which Sees ſink 3 the weight. 
of the weapon, i 

All theſe warriors thus periſhed under 
the hands of our heroine, and but one of the 
Indian, women eſcaped, She next took off 
the 
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the ſcalps of her conquered enemies, an 
ſeizing alſo thoſe which they were carrying 
away with them as proofs of their ſacceſs, 
ſhe returned with her boy in triumph to the 
town from whence. ſhe had been m * 
Sed. 
ce Her neightiours could bardly believe 
their ſenſes, when they beheld her, and even 
when to their aſtoniſhment ſhe produced the 
teſtimonies of her courage, Her name is re- 
corded. in the annals of her province, and 
there are hundreds living who can teſtify the. 
fa: Ms Ik | 
i Since I obſerve that this ftory has com- 
manded attention, I will briefly inform you 
how the Indians treat their priſoners taken in 


- 


war. 
% They oblige them to ſing a kind of a 


death- ſong in the courſe of their march; 
which is generally Iike this: ] am going to 
« die; I am about to ſuffer; but I will bear 
« the ſevereſt tortures which my enemies can 
« inflict with becoming fortitude, I will 
| * "Ge like abrave man, and 1 ſhall then go and 
join 
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ce © join the chiefs who bave fufſered-on the 
ce ſame account.. | 72 
ce Theſe ſongs ſubſide when the warriers 
arrive within the hearing: of their friends, to 
whom they communicate their ſucceſſes in 
the war by the ſound of whoo whoop. The 
inhabitants of the village iſfue out to learn 
the particulars of what they have heard in ge- 
neral terms, and prove mournful e or r joyous 
according to the report. 5 
«© On their arrival at tlle village or camp, 
the women and children arm themſelves with 
bludg eons and ſmaller ſticks, and form 
themſelves into two ranks, through which 
the captives are obliged to paſs, beating all 
the way over the head and face. They are 
next bound hand and foot, till the chiefs 
kold a council to determine their fate. The 
decree ſoon iſſues out to the chief warrior in 
the camp, by whom, or under whoſe directi- 
on the torments of death are to be adminiſter | 
ed to the unhappy victims. Such as are to be 
faved are confined to the houſe of grace; or 
awed up to the chiet of the nation 
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z cquired great Honor by their warlike deeds; 
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4 Priſoners far advanced in life, and have 


are uſually put to the tortures of fire; and 
ſuch are well known by the azure marks 


upon their breaſts and arms, which are as 


legible to the Indians as letters are to us. 
Theſe blue marks, not unlike, . perhaps, the 
painting of the ancient Britons, recorded by 
Cæſar, are eſteemed ornamental, and as the 

badges of dignity, as much as a ſtar or blue 
ribbon, . when worn by. a Lord or a Duke. 
Theſe marks of heroic actions are made by 


breaking the ſkin with the teeth of fiſh or 


ſharpened flints, dipped in a kind of ink made 
of the foot of pitch pine. Theſe hierogl yphics- 
they are as fond of diſplaying in their public 
aſſemblies, as any fop · ean be of ſhewing his 


diamond ring,, ox a. lady of faſhion her paint - 


ed face at a ball. Theſe warriors, who bear 
about with them ſuch indelible ſigns of their 
valour and proweſs, are honored. by ſuffering 
death amidſt the flames, and dream of paſſing 
to the happy regions in a fiery car. 


They are led to the place of execution, 
| in 


. ; 


% 
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2405 bischen all over the bodys: and tha 
each the ſkin of a crow or raven fired on their 
heads. "They are then bound to a ſtake, with 
fa Be pedkrelnd them, and obliged for 
th» alt time to ſing their death ſong. They 
ediritttontyciecoutit with an audible voice, all 
the brave actions they. have performed, and: 
exult in the an of enemies _ Hove: 
Kilfods * b 

1 In this 7 teh nee n 
Bravate the crueltles chat they have perpetrat- 
ed, and attempt at the Jam time to provoka 
their tormentors to diſpateh . them ſooner. 
8 Sometimes all the boys of the village 
are permitted to amuſe hemſelves with ſhoot . 
ing rhelr arrows at the victims. Theſe arrows. 
coming from the bows of ſuch children pene- 
rats not the vital parts; fo. that the por 
etches ſtand expofed to ſuch-ſufferings for 
ſometimes no. leſs · than two or n , 
without being mortally'wo ndeds | 
s One of 6 Pens 


thus beheld tormented. He ſung his warlike. 
* adventures. 
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adventures and enumerated all his ſtratagems 
to ſurpriſe his foes. He bonſted ef the ſcalps 
he poſſeſſed, deſcribing the different barbarous 
methods by which he had put his priſoners to 
death. Nut he partieularly d welt om Serve 
ties he. had practiſed on ſuch oeß the 

of his totmentors bas had, weg into his 
| hands.“ :;: hege ved noi Said 26h 

t You are a ſet of ignorant 6 women, 

ſaid he, who know not how to put brave 

«+ priſorier to death? When Þ, by my dex- 
„ terity took ſome of your, WAITIErs,, pri- 

6e ſoners,? inſtend of the trivial ; puniſh- 
«© ments which you are- infliting on me, 
I deviſed for: them the moſt excruciating 
5 torrents. [Having bound, them to the 
be. ſtake, as I am bound, I tuck their bodies 
*<.full of ſharp ſplinters of turpentine wood, 
te to which, ſetting. fire; I. danced round 
« them, and enjoyed the agonizing. Pangs 
66 of the ſlaming victims. oth a0 | 

 My-patrgn proceeded to deſcribe the bar» 

barities of. theſe ſavages, and made me bluſh 


bor MY. countr N which had called in the aid 
of 
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of ſuch wretches to fight againſt the ſons of 
Britons. But let me not expoſe the naked - 
neſs of my native land. Human nature in 
all countries is, and in all ages has been the 
ſame, What are the bull- beaters and cock- 
fighters of Britain better than ſuch miſ- 
creants; and thoſe who delight in tormenting 
a bullock in the ſtreets, or enjoy ſatisfaction 
in pelting a poor perſon in the pillory, would 
ſatiate their diabolical luſt ef revenge, were 
their enemies tied to ſtakes and e to 
their rage. 

The old nen an Yn a 
to confirm our opinion of Indian. ferocity, 
by giving a detail of the dreadful maſſacre at | 
Fort-William- Henry, in the year 1757. 
„IJ was with General Webb as a volun- 
teer, when he was eneamped at Fort Ed- 
ward, as Commander in North America, 
and was ſent in a detached corps of fifteen 
hundred men, confiſting of Engliſh: and. Pro- 
vincials, to. ſtrengthen the garriſon of. Fort- 
William-Henry, againſt which Monſ. Mont» 


calm was proceeding. | 
"oF The 
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1. © The garriſon made n gallant: defence, 


dut at laſt was obliged te ſurrender to the 


enemy, but permitted to march out with all 
the honors of war; to be allowed eovered 
waggons to carry their baggage to Fort Ed- 
ward, and a guard to ꝑrotect them from the 
fury of the Indian ſavages. 

6 The garriſon conſiſted of two send 
men, beſides women and children, who-were 


drawn up within the lines the morning after 


the capitulation was ſigued. 

„We were upon the point of marching. 
dif, when a great number of the Indians ga- 
thered round and began to plunder. It was 
not in our power to make any oppoſition; 
for though permitted to carry away our arms, 


ve were e beet round of ammu- 


ation. rn 22.5 

Some of the n 3 to en ths 
kick and wounded, who, not being able. to 
reach the ranks, were quickly diſpatched, 
„ Hoping, however, that the diſturbance 
would have ſoon terminated, we began to 


move, and. ſoon found the front diviſiona dri- 
2 ven 
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ven dack, and chen we were n. by che 
Ann in [291 

«We looked in vain der the ee which 
the French, by the articles of capitulation, 
had agreed to allow us. They never appeared. 
The ſavages now began to ſtrip every one 
without exception of their arms and cloaths; 
and thoſe who reſiſted, met the weight of 
their tomahawks. 
„ A party of the ſavages laid hold of me, 
and ſtripped off all my -cloaths but my bree- 
ches, ſtocklngs, and ſhoes, taking all the lit- 
tle money I had about me. I ran to the French 
centinel who was poſted near the place, but 
ſoon found that he approved the plan of his 
chief commander, for he thruſt me back te the 
Indians, calling me an Engliſh dog; 

« Tt was with incredible difficulty that I 
regained my ſituation in the rank, I received 
many blows by the way with different wea- 
pons. On One of them flightly wounded me in 
the ſide, and. my fleſh was ehe and torn 
in many places. | | 

„Having aun had of the war- 

hoop, 
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hoop, the Indians murdered all who 


were near them without diſtinction. Men, 


women, and children, were wantonly and 


cruelly maſſacred, and immediately ſcalped ! 
whilſt many of theſe ſavages, ſet on by the 
French, and by them encouraged in their 


bloodſhed, drank the blood of the ſlain, as it 
flowed warm from the wounds of the vic- 
tims. 

] formed a reſojution to make a vigo- 


rous effort, with about thirty of the men, 


and endeavored to force our way through the 


the ſavages. In the execution of this deſign, 
we were quickly ſeparated. I was left alone, 
and being ſuddenly inſpired with uncommon 


courage, ruſhed through the Indians with 


unparalleled reſolution. Indeed my life was at 


ſtake; my wife and two children had fallen 
beneath the unrelenting weapons, wielded by 
theſe diabolical engines of the French. 

66 J had made my way through a crowd, 
and gained an open field near the fide of 
a foreſt, when two young Indians overtook 


me. From one of them I ſnatched the wea- 
| pon 
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pon lifted up to kill me, and withſ it laid its 
maſter flat on the ground. The other ſavage 
took to his heels, and 1 found an opportunity 
of retiring a conſiderable way in the wood, 
where I lay down almoſt expiring for want 
of breath, occaſioned by running through the 
perplexed brambles. | 

In this ſituation I nds} in-dread of 
the enemy for three days, without any.ſub- 
ſilence, but a few berries which the buſhes 
afforded, I at length, with much difficulty, 
reached Fort Edward; where, procuring 
nouriſhing food, I recovered, in ſome degree, 
my uſual power, and natural flow of ſpirits ; 4 
which, from the various ſcenes J had unfor- 
tunately experienced on account of the criti- 
cal and perilous danger into which I was 

| plunged, proved a hard ſtruggle, my ſtr ength 
being nearly exhauſted. 

« Fifteen hundred were killed or made pri- 
ſoners by the Indians on that dreadful occaſi- 
on. Theſe priſoners, many of whom were 
children, being then afflicted by the ſmall- 
pox, communicated their malignant diſtem- 
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per to their ſavage captors. Theſe people, 
not knowing che nature of their malady, 
plunged themfelyes into the water, whilſt. 
their blood was in a ſtate of fermentation, and 
died by hundreds. Monſ. Montcalm, the 
French Commander, who had proved un- 
faithful to the treaty, and who appeared an 
unconcerned ſpectator during the maſſacre, 
ſoon after fell on the plains of Quebec.“ 

The ſoldier here finiſhed his high co- 
| loured picture of human nature in its utmoſt 
depravity. He was hoſpitably entertained: 
by my friend all the evening, and next day 
4 ao er Jurn nnn babe et 
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NOW determined to ſpend a few weeks, 
in a tour round the province of Phila- 
delphia, with my ſenſible friend, Mr. Max- 
field, in order to view the bright ſide of the 


picture of human nature. My patron's el- 
deſt ſon accompanied us; and the weather be- 


pect. 
We had not travelled far along the ſide of 


"gt 


a large foreſt, before a ſmall animal, much 


gentleman. His father having ſtopped a lit- 
tle behind, the boy aſked me if ever I had 
ſeen a Shunk? I anſwered in the negative, 
and was informed that the creature hefore us 


was one of them. It has long and ſhining 
Vor. IV. F bai 
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ing fine, the country afforded a pleaſant prof- 


like a pole-cat, preſented itſelf to the young 


* 


| 
4 

| 
: 

| 
ö 
-F 
| 

5 

| 
1 


ꝙ— ꝙꝓyI„„ — — 
. 


nn , 


2 


98 THEKENTISH CURAT R. 


hair, variegated with white and black ſpots. 
It has a buſhy tail, reſembling that of a fox, 
Which, like the reſt of its body, is varied in 
colours. | 

As I was bent on ſurveying this curious 
American animal, the young genius rode up 
to it, and I followed him as far as the thick 
foreſt would allow. He alighted, and ran 
after it with a ſlick, which he cut from the 
wood. We ſoon had both good cauſe to re- 
pent our temerity; for the creature exerted 
its extraordinary power in ſelf-defence, and 
ejected from bebind a ſmall ſtream of water, 
which immediately tainted the air all round. 
I was almoſt ſuffocated with the intolerable 
ſtench, and glad to give over my ſurvey. 
Nothing in nature could be more noifo me; 
and a continuence of ſuch torture to the ſenſe 
of ſmelling, would even conſtitute a hell. I 
rode on with the utmoſt diſpatch, but ſtill the 
ſcent offended my noſtrils. The flowers of 
the fragrant field loſt all their delicious ſmell ; 
and all creation, which ſo very recently had 
appeared amiable and cheering to the mind, 


ſeemed now deſpoiled of its charms. | 
I reached 
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I reached the banks of a large river, tied 
my horſe to a tree, and ſtrove to remove the 
effluvia by waſhing my hands and face. This 
proved ineffectual. I conſidered myſelf as a 
kind of leper, and reſolved to dip in the 
river ſeven times, if neceſſary, as Naaman, 
the Syrian, did in Jordan, if happily I might, 
like him, come out clean. I accordingly 
ſtripped, jumped into the ſtream, and came 
out without the leaſt taint, But when I be- 
gan to dreſs, I found that my cloaths were 
utterly defiled, and ſmelled as rank of 'the 
animal's liquid as ever. This put me in mind 
of the countleſs waſhings and purifications 
under Jewiſh ceconomy. I ſaw now that 
it was not without good reaſon, that the un- 
clean were commanded to keep without the 
camp for ſeveral days; for, I am certain, if 
1 had been introduced to the company at 
Ranelagh, the ladies would have been ſo 
much offended with my perfumery, that they 
would not have been ſo fond of aromatics and 
eſſences for the future. The children of 

Fx © Hxael 
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Iſrael in the wilderneſs were bitten with 
_ Hery ſerpents, and had recourſe for a cure to 
the ſerpents of braſs, erected on a pole; but 
theſe ſerpents acted not among the encamped 
tribes, as the Shyunk did to me in America. 
By this time, my good Philadelphian pa- 
tron, and his ſon, my pupil, came up to me. 
The old gentleman laughed, and the boy did 
not ſeem to mind his diſaſter. Mr. Maxfield 
bade me be content to put on my fweet- /melling 
garments for the preſent, till I could procure 
a change of raiment at a friend's houſe be- 
yond the water. 1 followed his advice, but 
ſoon found that the noiſome ſtench was re- 
ſtored. When I remounted my gelding, the 
ſmell increaſed, and the boy, who regarded 
the effluvia but little, keeping cloſe to my 
ſide, forced me to hold a handkerchief to my 
noſe all the way, whilſt my friend proceeded 
to deſcribe the nature of the animal which had 
cauſed all my pain. 
It will be quite neceſſary,” ſaid my 95 
tron, ! for your cloaths to be purified i in the 


in 
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in company; for were you to attempt preach- 


ing in them as they are at preſent, all your 


congregation would ſwear that you had been 
Hunted. FH | 


«© This creature,” continued my friend, 


& has no other kind of defence beſtowed by 
nature; and indeed needs no other; for the 


moſt ferocious dog, in thepurſuit of the Skunk, 
will immediately run back when it projectsits 
liquid, the ſmell of which affects the air for 
above half a mile in circumference.” 

I find by ſome authors, this animal is 
called Enfant du Diable, the child of the Devil; 
or Bite Puante, the ſtinking beaſt, If a drop 
of the liquid which .it emits falls on one's 
cloaths, they are rendered ſo diſagreeable, 
that it is impoſſible ever after to wear them; 
or if any of it enters. a perſon's eyelids, the 
pain becomes intolerable for a-long time, and 
perhaps the ſight is endangered. 

The ſmell of the Shunk, though thus to 


be dreaded,” ſays one, is not like that of 


a putrid carcaſe, but a ſtrong foetid efluvia of 
muſk, which diſpleaſes rather from its pene- 
trating power, than from its nauſeouſneſs. 
1 It 


d 
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It is, notwithſtanding, conſidered as condu- 
cive to clear the head, and to raiſe the ſpirits,” 
The river being fordable, we ſoon got over, 
and reaching the houſe of an eminent planter, 
a quaker: my friend borrowed for me one of 
his ſuits, and ſent mine to be ſcowered. I re- 
mained in the plain old habit ſeveral days; 
Was hoſpitably entertained by the maſter, 
who, I found, knew Mr. Bradley and my 
dear Maria, who were now in England, but 
whoſe return he expected about the beginning 
of 1779. | 

This very ſenſible quaker informed me, 
that his anceſtors firſt lived in that province 
near a hundred years ago, and emigrated from 
England: with Penn the famous founder of 
government there. Penn was the ſon of an 
admiral, who had ſerved under Oliver Crom- 
well, and the two Stuarts, who ſucceeded, 
This ſon, in conſideration of his father's ſer- 
vices to government, was rewarded with the 
poſſeſſion of a large territory in America, 
long before diſcovered, but which had re- 
mained, for ſeyeral reaſons, quite neglected. 
. ei 
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The quakers, at the time of Mr. Penn's. 
emigration, were much oppreſſed by the 
Church of England. They refuſed the pay- 
ment of tithes, and other eccleſiaſtical fees, 
for which they were perſecuted by the eſta- 
bliſhed clergy without mercy. Perſecution 
was not confined to Rome Pagan, and is not 
quite confined to the Romiſh party. The 
clergy in England may call themſelves pro- 
teſtants, and profeſs unbounded charity; but 
touch them on the maſter ſtring, their ſtipends 
and church dues, Eaſter offerings, and tithes 
of all that you poſſeſs, and you will ſoon learn 
what ſpirit they are of. 

Two thouſand of theſe good people accom- 
panied Penn to the weſtern world. On his 
arrival, he ſignalized himſelf by acts of hu- 
manity, and made his perſon and principles 
to be highly eſteemed by the ſurrounding na- 
tions. | | 8 
Not ſatisfied with the royal grant of his 
large territory, he determined to make it his 
own property, by purchaſing it of the natives. 
This made him a favorite of the Americans, 
14 who 
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who conceived as great an affection for his 
colony, thus fairly acquired, as they had con- 
_ ceived an averſion for all thoſe which had 
been wreſted from the rightful proprietors, 
How different in this caſe was the conduct of 
this great man to that of the barbarous Spa- 
niards, who ſpread depopulation wherever 
they made their difcoveries ? 

This humane legiſlator. made toleration 
the baſis of his colony. He veſted in his fa- 
mily the right of chooſing the firſt governor 
of the province, but ordained that no profits 
ſhould accompany his place, except ſuch as 
ſhould be voluntarily granted, and that he 
mould have no authority without the conſent 
of the people's deputies. | To avoid corrup- 
tion as much as poſſible, every citizen, who 
had any concern in any of the acts, was to be 
an elector, and might be choſen a repreſenta- 
tive of the reſt, To eſtabliſh a law, v plurality 
of voices was enough, but a majority of two 
thirds was neceſſary to ſettle a tax. 

The governor gave a thouſand acres to all 


thoſe who could afford to pay the ſum of 
twenty 
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twenty pounds ſterling; and every one who 
could not obtain for himſelf, his wife, each 
of his children above ſixteen years old, and 
each of his ſervants, fifty acres of land, for the 
yearly quit rent of a ſingle penny. He eſta- 
bliſhed tribunals for the protection of pro- 
perty, and ordained that law and juſtice ſhould 
be within the reach of the meaneſt perſon. 
Every diſtrict was obliged to chooſe three ar- 
bitrators, to prevent law ſuits; and judges 
were ſtrictly forbidden to receive any ſalary 
or gratification fos their adminiſtration of 
juſtice, when the people were under the ne- 
ceſſity of referring their cauſes to them. 

To prevent, more than to puniſh crimes, 
was. the chief intent of this mem le- 
giſlator. 

To prevent idleneſs, was to prevent po- 
verty, that ſource of many evils in ſociety. 
It was enacted, that every child above twelve 
ſhould learn a profeſſion, and this regulation 
was to extend to every condition of life, By 
this the poor man ſecured a ſubſiſtence, and 


the rich was ſhielded againſt a reverſe of for- 
4 tune. 
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tune. Labour was entailed on the firſt man 
for tranſgreſſion; but he worked before his 
fall in Paradiſe. Indeed, without induſtry, 
mankind appears unhappy. Without aQi- 
vity a manisaburthen to himſelf, as well as the 
community. Without buſineſs, he is a blank 
in creation ; and labour, either in the body or 
the mind, conſtitutes his very life, and pre- 
ſerves the machinery of man in motion. 
In conſequence of Governor Penn's wiſe 
regulations, the province of Pennſylvania 
grew famous and highly eſteemed amidſt the 
nations of Indians, and became an object fit 
to excite the admiration of the world. It was 
raiſed to this eminence by moderation and 
gentleneſs. War and tumults, which neceſ- 
farily diſturbed the quiet of the other provin- 
ces, not purchaſed of the original proprietors, 
but violently obtained, were here unknown 
till the preſent calamities began. | 
This province is defended to the eaſt by 
the ocean; to the north by New-York and 
New Jerſey; to the ſouth by Virginia and 
Maryland ; and to the weſt by the Indians. 
FX e 3 Its 


we 
+ 4s 
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Its coaſts are at firlt very narrow but ex- 
tend gardually to an 120 miles, and its breadth, 
an 140 miles. 

The climate has been much altered by the 
cultivation of the land, and is naturally 
wholeſome, The ſky is pure and ſerene; the 
waters are ſalubrious and clear, always flow- 
ing upon a bed of rock or ſand, The ſeaſons 
here are not immoderate. Winter begins in 
January, and ends in March, and ſometimes 
ſharp enough to freeze the largeſt river in the 
province. The ſpring is carried forward to 
June, and is truly delightful. The ſummer 
is intenſely warm ſometimes, but is much al- 
leviated by the breezes from the ſouth-weſt, 
Sometimes the people of this province are ex- 
poſed to hurricanes, that blow down their fo- 
reſts; and violent ſtorms of thunder and 
lightening often prove injurious to the pro- 
duce of the country. 

The land in many places is fertile, and. 
much. improved. It appears to have been: 
overſpread formerly with woods. Theſe being 
cleared, the ground is covered with innume- 
rable 
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Table herds, and agreat variety of fruits, with 
plantations of flax and hemp, every fort of 
grain, and- many kinds of vegetables. The 
flowery ſhrubs that overſpread the face of 
the country, regale the ſmell with odorife- 
rous perfames, and fruits of exquiſite reliſh 
and flavor delight the taſte, and afford a 
moſt grateful entertainment, 
The rains generally fall in torrents towards 
the ſouth fide of Pennſylvania, and then 
the clouds immediately diſperſe. Nature 
here being on fo large a ſcale, that'what are 
called great rivers in Europe, are here con- 
ſidered as little rivulets and creeks. The 
land is an immenſe foreſt in ſome places, ex- 
tended on a flat plain, or riſing into abrupt 
aſcents, and at length ſwelling into ſtupen- 
dous mountains, interſperſed with rocks and 
Precipieces, yet covered with venerable trees 
noary with age, and torn with furious 
tempeſts. FRE hos 
Some of theſe mountains are ſuddenly bro- 
kenthrough by rapid rivers, raging in torrents 
at the bottom of the tremendous chaſm, or 
«+ wxh | 2 - gliding 
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gliding in awful majeſtic ſilence along the 
deep vallies. 

Civil and religious liberty have drawn the 
people of many nations of Europe to this 
province. All religions being here tolerated, 
men of all profeſſions are to be found. The 
Quakers are moſt numerous, but there are 
many Preſbyterians, Anabaptiſts, Metho- 
diſts, Moravians, Church of England men, 
and even ſome Roman Catholics. 

The Reverend Mr. Duche is miniſter of 
both the Engliſh churches in Philadelphia, 
and his doctrine ſomewhat accords with 
that of the Quakers; he was grown their fa- 
vorite, before the departure of the Britiſh 
troops. | | 
Of the numerous ſets which poſſeſs this 
province, it will not be amiſs to mention | 
the Dumplers, who were founded by a Ger- 
man. Weary of the world, the founder of 
this party left his native land, to ſpend the reſt 
of his days in ſolitude in the new world, Cu- 
rioſity carried over ſeveral of his countrymen, 
who, pleaſed with the ſimplicity of his man- 
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ners, and retirement from the world, were in- 


duced to ſettle in the * of his rural cot» 
| age. 


At length they formed a little Colony cal- 
led Euphrates, in alluſien to the captive Iſra- 
elites who hung their harps on the willow tree 
near the river of Babylon. 

This little city is pleaſantly. laid out, and 
ſurrounded with mulberry and apple trees. 
In the centre is a large orchard, bearing all 
manner of fruits, which they call the fruits 
of the new Jeruſalem. The houſes are built 
of wood coarſly framed, and appear but as 
temporary. ſhades or tabernacles fixed for a. 
ſhort time in travelling through the wilder- 
neſs. The whole territory is but about two 
hundred. and fifty acres in extent, and. the 
whole-number of theſe contemplative people 
is but about five hundred. Each houſe is 


three ſtories. high, The men and women 


live in ſeparate parts of the city, and never 
ſee each other but in places of public worſhip. 


Their lives are ſpent in labor, prayer, and 


ſleep. They attend divine ſervice twice every 
* 
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day and night, and every member claims A 
Tight, as inſpired, to hold forth in public. 

Their favorite topics are humility, chaſ- 
tity, temperance, and judgement to come: 
but though they admit a hell and a paradiſe, 
yet they reject the eternity of puniſhment, 
They deny original fin, and exalt the dignity 
of human nature in all their diſcourſes. They 
adminiſter baptiſm only to the adult, and ima- 
gine that the ſouls of Chriſtians in another 
world are employed in reclaiming thoſe who 
have not died under the goſpel. 

One may cheat, rob, and abuſe them at 
pleaſure, without the dread of retaliation ; 
for they diſclaim all law ſuits, and are quite 
philoſophically regardleſs of every wrong or 
inſult, | 
Their dreſs is even plainer than the quakers. 
In winter they wear a long white gown, from 
whence there hangs a hood to anſwer, as oc- 
caſion ſerves, the uſe of a hat. They wear 
coarſe linen, and thick ſhoes, ſometimes 
clouted like thoſe of the Gibeonites. Their 
breeches are uncommonly wide, and look 

ſomething 
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Jomething like Dutch centre ; and excepting 
the breeches, the women n in the ſame 
uniform. 
The produce of all their labor is depoſited 
in a common ſtock, to ſupply the neceſſities 
of every individual. They live chiefly upon 
vegetables, but admit the lawfulneſs of any 
other food. Though the ſexes live ſeparate 
at Euphrates, yet they do not renounce ma- 
trimony. But when they marry, they leave 
the city, and form an eſtabliſhment in the 
country. Theſe people, though ſo different 
from the other parties in the province, con- 
tinue amicable with all. Indeed a beautiful 
harmony ſubſiſts amongſt all the ſets; ſo 
that the chief city may well bear the name of 
Philadelphia. | 
I I found the planter, who camwannſcated 


the above intelligence, to be a perſon of a ge- 


nerous diſpoſition. I told him the tale of my 
father and mother as far as it had been com- 
municated to me in England by Dr. Pedigree, 
and informed him of the principal cauſe of my 
coming to America, He adviſed me to paſs 
through 
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through Virginia, and the other provinces, 
in order to arrive at Charleſtown, in South 
Carolina, where, he ſaid, it was probable my 
parents ſtil] reſided, notwithitanding the ca- 


lamities of war. 
In conſequence of his kind advice, ab 


promiſe of appriſing me, if I ſettled in Ame- 

rica, of the arrival of Mr. Bradley, and my 
Maria, the next ſpring, J was prevailed up- 
on to purſue my journey to the ſouth with- 

out farther delay, after having procured a 
paſſport from a magiſtrate. 

Mr. Maxfield was extremely N at 
my reſolution, and offered to attend me to 
the place of my deſtination, if I would ſtay 
till he could ſettle certain affairs, which at 
preſent called upon more immediate attenti- 
on. But my mind was too much determined 
to heſitate longer, and all his entreaties were 
ineffectual to retard my travels. 

He then offered to ſuffer his ſon to accom- 
pany me, that he might be ſerviceable to me 
upon the journey, and act as a friend, a com- 


panion, a pupil, and a ſervant. But this F 
objected 


- 
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_ objected to, as the lad was but young, and 
little experienced, and might be expoſed to 
| danger, in caſe we ſhould meet with any of 

the waring parties in the provinces n | 
Which we ſhould paſs. 

My friend, the Quaker, aſſured me, that I 
was welcome te take one of his beſt horſes, 
and any one of his ſervants with me; adding, 
I have juſt taken into my plantation a young 
fellow, a Britifh ſailor, who ſays he his weary 
of / the wars on the ocean, and came to ſeek 
an\aſylum in this province during the pre- 
| fent ſtorm. He further informs me,” 
continued the Quaker, © that he is a Scotch- 
man; was impreſſed into the ſervice, and. 
cannot bear to be forced to kill any of his 
fellow creatures, but would rather, if neceſ- 
fty required, blow out the brains of his im- 
perious officer, than hurt the enemy. 

An impreſſed man,” ſaid Mr. Max- 
| field, © is never to be truſted on board. His 
greateſt enemies are thoſe who deprived him 
of liberty, I wonder that any nation can 


encourage the impolitic practice of preſſing, 
and 
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and ſhudder to think that men are to be found 
ina land like Britain who are capable of buy- 
ing or ſelling the bodies and ſouls of men.” 
Curioſity was now kindling in my breaſt, 
which incited me to ſee the marine labourer. 
We walked up to the ſide of the orchard, and 
ſaw a young man in trowſers and a blue jack - 
et digging with a hoe. Is this the genius 
who is to be my companion to Carolina?“ 
faid I to the good Quaker. If you like, you 
my have him with all * heart,” replied my 
friend, 
We had now fond gained the ſpot where 
he was working, and the nearer we approach- 
ed, the more L imagined that L knew him. Þ 
was not wrong in my conjecture, for hie pro- 
ved to be no leſs aperſon then my old compa- 
nion, and Caledonian pupil, Kenneth Cocke 
burn. 
Alfter many r had paſſed be- 
tween us, I demanded the reaſon why he had 
quitted his ſhip. He ſaid his veſſel was loft in 
n violeut ſtorm off Long Ifland, where moſt 
of the crew periſhed, He aſſured me that 
he 


116 THE KENTISH CURATE, 


1 firmly believed that the loſs was owing 
to the judgement of heaven upen thecaptain, 
whoborea bad character on board; was never 
pleaſed but when puniſhing the preſſed men; 
his chief delight was cruelty, and now, ho 
doubt, he is gone to hell with the witches in 
a whirlwind, for proper company. 
Kenneth proceeded to deſcribe the 3 
hardſhips he had ſuffered ſince we parted, and 
dwelt particularly on his eſcape through a # 
country, where, whoever hechanced to meet, 
muſt have proved inimical to his liberty, The 
Provincials would have taken him up as a 
ſpy from the enemy; and any of the Engliſh 
ſoldiers, without hefitation, have. confidered 
bim as à deſerter. - © 
Fe informed us, that Cane 4 Eftai Libel 
appeared to approach New-York, but 
failed in his reſolution ; and after continuing 
before Sandy-Hook ten days, directed his 
coarſe to Rhode Iſland, to reduce it, in con- 
junction with General Sullivan, at the head 
of ten thouſand Americans, to the: obedi- 


| ence of Congreſs, 


4 
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Lord Howe was joined by three ſhips, one 
of which carried ſeventy- four guns, the 
other ſixty-four, and the third fifty. On the 
tenth of Auguſt the French fleet appeared 
drawn up in order of battle. The wind being 
in their favor, Howe ſtrove, by every manceu- 
vre to gain that advantage, but was baffled 
by the countermovement of the enemy. The 
whole of the next day was ſpent in ſuch fruit- 
leſs efforts; all the while the A meet- 
ing the united execrations of all the ſailors 
and ſoldiers on board the Engliſh ſnips. At 
laſt, juſt as he determined to make the attack, 
a ſtrong gale of wind aroſe, which ſoon in- 
creaſed to a violent tempeſt, laſting for for- 
ty-eight hours, diſperſed the ſhips of both 
ſquadrons, and favored the commanders with 
an excuſe for not fighting. Admiral Byron 
arrived on the thirtieth of Auguſt, and Lord 
Howe returned to Britain, leſs laden with 
glory than Julius Cæſar was, when he return- 
ed to Rome with cockle and oyſter ſhells, 


A8 the plunder of the Ocean. 
We ſoon after learned that Admiral Kep- 
peel 
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pe! had lately miſſed a glorious opportunity 
of deſtroying the French fleet in the Britiſh 
channel, having got into a lee ſhore, and yet 
careſſed by the nation. 

My friend, the Quaker, aſked Kenneth 
if he would like to attend me to the ſouth. 
His anſwer was, Jill follow Mr. Lamu- 
el Lyttleton, the . Curate, to the 
world's end” _ 

we" A curate ! P exclaimed the quaker, “ is 

this young man of the high church ? does he 
wear the Babylonian garments rag. 

My friend, Mr. Maxfield, explained the 
meaning of the phraſe, and informed the 
planter, that my father had been a curate in 
England ; but affured him that 1 had never 
received orders of any Biſhop. 
The time of my departure was fixed, Ken- 
neth was new cloathed, and equipped for the 
Journey. Mr. Maxfield Tent me a ſum ade- 
quate to the charges of the journey, and I 
perſuaded him'to take his ſon home, and not 
expoſe him to nw danger that might attend 


our travel. 


T now 
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I now reſumed my fable weeds, indiffer- | 
ently purified from the nauſeous ſtench of the 
ſhunk ; and thoſe cloaths which I had worn 
in the mean while, were beſtowed on my 
companion. I kept the gelding that Mr. 
Maxfield lent me at his houſe, and Kenneth 
was furniſhed with a mare by the Quaker, 
We were both provided with good paſſes, 
which our friends procured, whoſe bene vo- 
lent bleſſings we received, and ſet out on the 
arduous journey. 

To have my old pupil for a . ind 
companion, was aturn of fortune which I had 
little expected; and to me this deſireable pri- 
vilege appeared ominous of better things to 
come. The winter was yet at a conſiderable 
diſtance in thoſe climes through which we 
were to paſs, and the country ſtill retained 
all its beauty and verdure. 

We dined at an inn diſtant ah chilly 
miles from the place which we left, and were 
cheaply and well entertai ned. Kenneth „Who 
had not been uſed to ride, complained al ready, 
and proteſted that he would rather ſail a thou- 

1 
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ſand leagues by ſea, than ride fifty miles by 


land. This induced me to halt longer than I 


ſhould, to recruit his ſtrength, and to inure 


him by degrees to travel. 


As we were riding through a copſe in our 
way to Anapolis, I heard a rattling ſound 
amidſt ſome leaves. This I concluded imme- 
diately muſt be from the ſerpent called the 


rattle ſnake, of which I had been appriſed. I 


was inſtantly upon my guard, and requeſted 
Kenneth to beware of its wiles. He ſaid he 
was not afraid of the ſerpent that beguiled 
Eve by its ſubtilty, for he defied the devil 
and all his works, as well as the witches of 
both the old and new world. 
Before I had well warned him , the creature 
appeared to our view, having formed itſelf in- 


to a ſpiril wreath, in the centre of which ap- 


peared the head erect, threatening vengeance 
-upon every man or beaſt that dared approach 


It. 
Mere it not for this noiſe, which provi- 
dence appears to have contrived to counter- 
act the miſchief of this venomous reptile, the 

unwary 


— 
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unwary traveller might eaſily fall a prey to 
its baneful poiſon. Another inſtance of the 
goodneſs of divine providence is diſcoverable 
in the proviſion of an almoſt infalliable anti- 5 
dote to the poiſon of the Rattle Snake, when | 
it has actually communicated its virulent ve- | 
nom. This ſovereign remedy is an herb cal- 
led the Rattle- Snate Plantain, which grows in 
great err wherever theſe 1 are to 
be met. | 
Naturaliſts x give a 3 curious deſcription 
of this American ſerpent; and a good writer, 
who reſided many years in North America, 
report the following remarkable Rory of one 
of theſe” reptiles : Fe FER 
„ An Indian of the Menomonie wy 
caught and tamed a Rattle Snake, and then 
treated it as a God. He called it his Great 
Father, and carried it about with him in a box 
wherever he went. This he had done for ſe- 
veral years, when a French trader acciden- 
tally met him ſetting off for a winter's hunt. 
N The French gentleman was ſurprized one 


day to ſee the Indian place the box which 


contained 


. 
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AF offered te double the bett if his God came not 


| | 
122 THE KENTISH CURATE. 


contained his God on the ground, and open- 
ing the door gave him his liberty, telling him 
whilſt he did it, to be ſure and return by the 


time he ſhould himſelf come back, which 


was to be in the month of May following. 
&« As this was but in October, Monſieur 


told the Indian, whoſe ſumplicity aſtoniſhed 


him, that he fancied he might wait long 
enough when May arrived for the return of 


his great father. The Indian, however, was 


ſo confident of his creature's obedience, that 
he offered to lay the Frenchman a wager of 
two gallons of rum, that at the time appoint- 
ed he would come and crawl into his box. 

„ This was agreed on ; and the ſecond 
week in May following fixed for the determi- 
nation of the wager. At that period they 
both met there again, when the Indian ſet 
down his box, and called for his great father. 


_  Theſnake heard him not; and the time being 


now en, he en that he had 


| ec Stil, without appearing diſcouraged, 'he 


within 
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within two days more. This was agreed to - 
and on the ſecond day, about one o'clock, the 
ſnake of his own accord arrived, returned to 
the box, which was placed ready for him. 
«© The French gentleman,” ſays our author, 
cc youchedfor the truthof this ſtory ; and from 
the accounts I have often received of the do- 
cility of - theſe pang; I ſee no reaſon to 
doubt his veracity.” 

Theſe ſnakes, which ſurvive the ſummer, . 
retire to the woods at the approach of winter, 
where each takes poſſeſſion of a cavity which 
it had occupied the preceding ſeaſon of re- 
tirement. This affords another inconteſtable 
proof of a ſuperintending providence, who has 
beſtowed on them a genius to know the re- 
cular ſucceſſion of ſeaſons ; ſummer and win- 
ter, as well as day and night. 

We paſſed over the face of a long level 
country whichis finely diverſified with woods, 
rivers, and fine meadows. But the ſun foon 
ſet beneath the horizon, and the twilight, in 
which the dew fell coptouſly, was but little 
prolonged. We were obliged to put up at a 

:- WG 2 homely 
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| homely hut on the road, as not daring to ven- 
ture farther in the night over a country to us 
unknown. Of thieves and robbers we were / 
in no dread, for happily the Provincial army 
was removed far from us. We met but few 
people all the way, and theſe were aged per- 
ſons, unable to wield the weapons of war. 
The landlord of the little tavern, (for it was 
a kind of public houſe were we halted,) took 
great care of our horſes, and accommodated 
us as well as he could, The food was but 
coarſe fare ; however, the drink, a kind of cy- 
der, was worſe, and the bed on which we 
were obliged both to recline ourſelves, was 
hard, and uncomfortable ; yet we did not in 
the leaſt complain. I knew that we were bet- 
ter off than many who were ploughing the 
ocean, or encamped on the warlike plain, I 
enjoyed a {oft repoſe, and roſe early to re- 
new our journey. Our aged hoſt was moderate 
enough in his charge ; ſo to make him amends, 
1 ordered a mixture of rum, water, and 
ſugar, which Kenneth aſſured me would prove 
the beſt liquor in the province. 


The 
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The ſecond day, as we were deſcending toa 
fine valley, we heard a moſt tremendous roar, 
louder than the bellowing of a bull. Theſe 
notes were harſh and grating to my ear. My 
companion vowed that we were come to an 
enchanted country, where witches and faries 
ſwarmed in the woods, or ſunk into the bogs 
and ſmamps. I began to think myſelf that I 
could hear articulate ſounds, but the moſt 
unſonorous I had ever attended to. | 
Theſe noiſes, for the voices came from dif- 
ferent quarters, increaſed as we proceeded 
along the valley, and ſeemed actually to 
convey words, ſuch as Deeper and deeper! 
Knee deep! Ancle deep! Tobacco! Hogſ- 
head! &c. all horridly diſſonant. I can- 
not ſay that I was not alarmed myſelf; and 
my companion, who had ſeen much more of 
the world, was almoſt petrified on the occaſi- 
on, ene, 
Arriving at an inn, the firſt object I had in 
view, was to procure a ſolution of the pheno- 


mena from the landlord, who informed me, 
that the bull frog, a reptile of about a foot long, 
| "ER c which 


* 
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which raiſe their mouths only a little above 
the ſurface of the water, make the above 
hideous roar, They ſurprize a ſtranger ex- 
f ceedingly, as they are inviſible, yet ſometimes 
all around him; and the inſtant they make 
the noiſe, ſink under the water. 

Heſides theſe bull frogs, there are multi- 
tudes of inſects on the trees, which make an 
inceſſant noiſe and clamour. Nor can the 
traveller perceive from whence the din comes, 
as they are effectually hid among the leaves 
and branches, 

Our entertainment at this inn was good, 
and the more welcome to me on account of 
my keen appetite. We had bread made of 
Indian corn, excellent tea, notwithſtanding 
all the diſputes with Britain about that herb; 
wine, rum, and cyder in perfection. 

: I now began to obſerve a great number of 
black ſlaves about the country, and ſaw the 
hardſhips to which they were expoſed by 
their chriſt ian maſters. Indeed the poor Ethi- 
opian here ſuffers with rigor, and appeais 
compelled to more drudgery than the Iſrael- 

ites 
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ites were in Egypt under their s on taſk - 
maſters. 

Do ſuch maſters really believe in che being 
of a God? Do theſe enſlaved oppreſſed peo- 
ple belong to his gracious government? 

The Quakers, theſe moſt enlightened peo- 
ple among men, have diſcontinued the abomi- 
nable practice of buying ſlaves. What faid 
one of them lately in one of their aſſemblies ? 
His ſentiments ought to be engrayen with a 
pen of iron. 

«© How long mall we have two conſciences, 
two meaſures, two ſcales; one in our own 
favor; one for the ruin of our neighbor, both 

equally falſe? Is it for us, brethren, to com- 
plain at this moment, that the parliament of 
England wiſhes to enſlave us, and to impoſe 
upon us the yoke of ſubjects, without leaving 
us the right of citizens; while, for this cen- 
tury paſt, we have been calmy acting the part 
of tyrants, by keeping in bonds of the hardeſt 
flavery, men who are our equals and our bre- 
n ? 7 

© What have thoſs unhappy creatures done 
to'us, whom nature had ſeparated from us by 
G 4 barriers 


— 
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at. iers ſo formidable, whom our avarice has 
| ſought after through ſtorms and wrecks, and 


brought away from the midſt of their burning 
ſands, or from their dark foreſts, inhabited 


by tygers ? What crime have they been guilty 
of, that they ſhould" be torn from a country 


which fed them without toil, and that they 


ſhould be tranſplanted by us to a land where 
they periſh under the labors of ſervitude ? 
c Father of heaven, what family haft thon 
then created, in which the elder born, after 
having ſeized on' the property of their bre- 


thren, are ſtill reſolved to compel them, with 


ſtripes, to manure, with the blood of their 
veins, and the ſweat of their brow, that very 
inheritance of which they have been robbed? 
„ Deplorable race, whom we render brutes 
to tyrannize over them; in whom we ex- 


tinguiſh every power of the ſou] to load their 
limbs and their bodies with burthens, in whom 
we efface the image of God, and the ſtamp of 
manhood ! A race mutilated and diſhonored 

as to the faculties of mind and body, through. 
out its- exiſtence, by us who are Chriſtians 
l and Engliſhmen ! ! 


« Engliſhmen, 
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0 Engliſhmen, ye people fayored by. hea- 
ven, and reſpected on the ſeas, would you be 
free and tyrants at the ſame inſtant ? No, 
brethren: it is time we ſhould be conſiſtent 
with ourſelves. Let us ſet free thoſe miſe- 
rable victims of our pride. Let us reſtore the 
negroes to liberty, which man ſhould never 
take from man. 

« May all. Chriſtian funnies be induced. 
by our example, to repair an injuſtice autho- 
riſed by the crimes and plunders of two cen- 
turies! May men, too long degraded, at 
length raiſe to heaven their arms freed from 
chains, and their eyes bathed in tears of gra- 
tilude! Alas! the unhappy mortals have 
ſhed no tears but. thoſe of deſpair !” 

The ſlave trade, of all others, is the moſt 
diabolical that ever employed the art of fal- 
len man. Satan himſelf may as well ſay he 
is a chriſtian, as any one of the ſons of Britain 
who deals in buying, ſelling, and enſlaving 
his fellow creatures. Such chriſtians, in their 
own country, are eternally bawling about li- 


berty, Property, freedom of ſpeech, and ap- 
og —_—— 


„ 
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i pear perfect patriots. As ſoon as they ſet 
| their feet on the American ſhore, they com- 
15 mence tyrants, taſk-maſters, and cruel tor- 
mentors. — PIERS 
- | Alderman Beckford of London, as long as 
he lived, was loud upon liberty, and his laſt 
ſpeech to the King is engraven on marble in 
the city hall; but all the while hundreds of 
oppreſſed Ethiopian ſlaves were bearing his 
burthens on their backs; under the laſhes and 
fcourges of their mercenary overſeers, and 
groaning in chains, without the leaſt hope, 
that comes to all beſides, of ever being freed 
from captivity. Lucifer as well might have 
pretended patriotiſm, as that enſlaving, ſelf- 
condemning Lord M of London. 
In the courſe of my journey through Ma- 
ryland, I had frequent opportunities of ob- 
ſerving the oppreſſed negroes at work. It is 
aſtoniſhing and unaccountable to conceive 
- __ what a degree of fatigue theſe poor wretches 


can ſupport, under the galling yoke. of their 
imperious oppreſſors. 


They are e called up in the morning by day 
break, 
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break, and are ſeldom allowed time enough to 
ſwallow three mouth- fulls of hominy, or hoe 
cake, but driven to the field to hard labor, 
where they continue inceſſantly at work, 
under the rod of the haughty keepers till 
noon, when they are permitted to eat their 
ſcanty allowance. 

It is obſervable that they always -« carry 
with them a piece of fire, and kindle one 
juſt by their work, even in the warmeſt wea- 
ther. | | 

Their dinner conſiſts of hominy and ſalt; 
to eat which, they are ſeldom allowed an 
hour. Some few of their maſters in Mary- 
land, who have not loſt every trace of hu- 
manity, ſometimes, on particular occaſions, 
treat their flaves with a little ſkimmed milk, 
ſalt herring, or ruſty bacon, to reliſh. the 
hominy or hoe cake. But ſuch delicious fare, 
by the beſt planters, is beſtowed but with a 
niggardly hand, given grudgingly, and made 
the plauſible pretext for more intolerable: 
oppreſſion. 

Returning after dinner to their ſevere la- 
15 bor, 


- 
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bor, they e continue in the geld till the duſk 


in the evening; when, for recreation, they 


are driven to the tobacco-houſes, where each 
has his taſk of ſtripping allotted him. If it be 


diſcovered next morning, that he has neglect- 
ed, lighted, or not properly performed his 


labor, Lord have mercy upon him! 
-He is tied up by the arms, and receives a 


number of laſhes on his bare back, as ſevere- 
ly inflicted as the barbarous ſlaves of office 


pleaſe; for to them the miſerable wretches 


- are Py m— without any reſtriction or 


controul. 


It is late at niht before they are ſuffered to 


eat their ſcanty ſupper. They lie on benches 


or the ground, with only an old ſcanty ſin- 
gle blanket; and even that is reckoned a lux- 
ury, and but ſeldom afforded. 

The cloathing of a negro by day is s not 


leſs wretched, being nothing but a ſhirt and 


trowſers made of coarſe thin bempen fluff in 
the ſummer; and with only the addition, as 
I Was told, of a ſordid woollen jacket, bree- 


ches, and ſhoes, i in the hard froſts of winter. 


The 
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The female ſlaves fare no better; and even 
when they are in the delivery, they are not 
ſaffered to looſe more than a week from their 
labor. They carry their infants to the field, 
and are obliged to ſuckle them without the 
leaſt dimunition of their taſæ. 

They are under an abſolute neceſſity of 
being ſubmiſſi ve and quite paſſi ve under their 
affliction. They dare not reſiſt the blow of 
their overſeers, or defend themſelves againſt 
the moſt wanton attack. The arm of a ne- 
gro, who raiſes it againſt a white perſon, is 
ſtruck off, ee to the law of the Pro- 
vinces. 

Though the above defvription i is perfectly 
horrible, it is by no means exaggerated,* 


The Rev. James Ramſey, M. A. in his Eſſay on 
the. Treatment of African Slaves in the Britiſh colo- 
nies, accurately deſeribes the ſufferings of theſe unhappy 
people in the Weſt-India iſlands. 

The Engliſh,” ſays this humane writer, * have 
not paid the leaſt attention to enforce, by a law, either 


humanity or juſtice, A horſe, a cow, or a ſheep, - is 


much better protected by the law than a poor ſlave. For 


theſe, if found in a 1 are not to be injured, but 
| K&cured, | 


1 


— 


— 
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It will not be amiſs now to take a curſory 
; Farvey of the manners of the lordly maſters: 
of theſe mal-treated ſons of men. 
= | The 
Fecured for their owners; while a half-ſtarved negro 
may, for breaking a ſingle cane, which probably him- 
ſelf planted, be hacked to pieces with a cutlaſs; even 
though perhaps he is incapable of running away from 
the watchman who finds him in the fat, Nay, we 
have men amongſt us, who dare boaſt of their giving 
erders to the watchmen, not to bring home any ſlave. 
that they find breaking of canes, but, as they call it, to 
hide them; that is, to till and bury them. And accord. 
 Ingly, every now and then ſome poor wretch is miſſed, 
and ſome lacerated carcaſe diſcovered." ——Jf there was: 
20 God in the evorld, men could not act worſe ! 
The diſcipline of a ſugar plantation is as exact as 
that of a regiment. At four o'clock in the morning 
the plantation bell rings, to call the ſlaves into the field. 
Their work is to manure, dig, hoe, and plough the 
ground; to plant, weed, and cut the cane; to bring it 
to the mill; to have the Juice expreſſed, and boiled into. 
ſugar. About nine o'clock they have half an hour 
for breakfaſt, which they take in the field. Again they 
Fall to work, and, according to the cuſtom of the plan- 
/ tation, continue till eleven o'clock at noon; the bell 
then rings, and the ſlaves are diſperſed in the neighbour- 
hood 


ou» 
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The gentlemen of condition, ſeldom riſe 
before nine; then takes a ſhort walk, returns 


to his breakfaſt, which is uſually coffee or tea, 
bread 


hood, to pick up, about the fences, in the mountains, 
and fallow waſte grounds, natural graſs and weeds 
for the horſes and cattle. The time allotted for 
this branch of work and preparation of dinner, vas 
ries from an hour and an half to near three hours. In 
collecting pile by pile, their little bundles of graſs, the 
flaves of low-land plantations, frequently burnt up 
by the ſun, muſt wander in the neighbouring grounds 
perhaps more than two miles from home. In their re- 
turn, often ſome lazy fellow of the intermediate plan- 
ration, with a view of ſaving himſelf the trouble of 
picking his own graſs, ſeizes on him, and pretends to 
inſiſt on carrying him to his maſter, for picking graſs, 
or being found in his grounds; a crime that forfeits the 
bundle, and ſubjects the offender to twenty laſhes of a 
long cart whip, of twiſted leather thongs. The wretch, 
rather than be carried to judgement in another man's | 
plantation, is fain to eſcape with the loſs of his bundle, 
and often to put up with a good drubbing from the rob- 
ber into the bargain. The hour of delivering his graſs, 
and rene wing his taſk approaches, while hunger im- 
portunately ſolicits to remember his call; but he muſt 
renew 


- 
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bread and butter, with ſome thin Mlices of 
hung beef or ham. He then reclines himſelf 

- on a pallat on 1the floor of a cool room, with 
ps 3 i only 


renew the irkſome toil, and ſeai ch out ſome green, ſha- 
dy, unfrequented ſpot, from which to repair his lofs. 
At one, or in ſome plantations, at two o'clock, 

the bell ſummonſes them to deliver in their tale of graſs, 
and aſſemble to their field work. If the overſeer thinks 
their bundle too ſmall; or if they came too late with 
them, they are puniſhed with a number of ſtripes from 
four to ten. Some maſters, under a fit of carefulneſs 
for cattle, have gone as far as fifty ſtripes, which effec. 
tually diſables the culprit for weeks, If a ſlave has no 
graſs to deliver in, he keeps away out of fear, fkulks 
about the mountains, and is abſent from his work often 
for months; an aggravation of his crime, which, — 
he is caught, he is made to remember. 

« About half an hour before ſun- ſet, they may be 
found ſcattered over the land like the Iſraelites in Egypt, 
to cull, blade by blade, from among the weeds, their 
ſcanty parcels of graſs. About ſeven o'clock in the 
evening, or later, according to the ſeaſon of the year, 
when the overſeer can find leiſure, they are called over 
by liſt, - to deliver in their ſecond bundles of graſs; 
and the ſame Pen is inflicted on delinquents. 
They 
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only his ſhirt and trowſers on. Here, how- 
| ever, he lies in a kind of tate, having a ne- 
gro at his head to fan him, and another at his 
feet to keep off the flies. About noon he takes 
a draught of toddy, made weak, and kept cool. 
He dines between two and three, when ham 
and greens make a ſtanding diſh, Having 
dined, and drank as he pleaſes of various 
liquors, he reſumes his proſtrate poſture on 


the pallat with his two attendants, and con- 
tinues 


They then ſeparate to pick up, in their way to their 
huts, a little bruſh wood, or dry cow dung, to prepare 
ſome fimple meſs for ſupper, and to-morrow's breakfaſt, 
This employs them till near midnight, and then they 
go to ſleep till the bell calls them in the morning. 

e The annual allowance of a ſlave is as follows: 


Annual allowance of rice, flour, maize, l. s. d. 


beans, or other grain, — o 12 © 
Dittd of herrings, his fiſh, or ſcraps of ſalt 
beef at Chriſtmas, — | oe 83 0 
Ditto cloathing, — — 0. 36 
. Surgeon, quack medicine, and extraordinary Ks 
neceſſaries when fick, — 0 2 6 
Whole annual allowance, — 1 60 
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tinues to drink today, or ſangaree, the whole' 
afternoon. | 

The middling and lower orders riſe at ſix 

- o'clock in the morning. They drink rum 
and water made very ſtrong, ride about the 
plantation to obſerve the ſlaves at their labor, 
and return to breakfaſt about ten. This ge- 
nerally conſiſts of fried hominy, cold turkey, 
or cold beef, toaſt and cyder, ham, bread and 
butter, tea or coffee. The women drink cho- 
colate, but the men ſeldom taſte it, The reſt 
of the day is ſpent generally in the manner of 
the Engliſh common people ſpending the ſab- 
bath day, in idleneſs, like their ſuperiors, mak- 
ing the poor ſooty-hued Ethiopians perform 
all the drudgery, and bear the intolerable 
burthen in the heat of the day, whilſt r 
themſelves diſdain to work. 

« Opprefſion,” ſays Soloman, makes 
even a wiſe man mad.“ Surely it would be no 
wonder if a general revolt was to take place in 
theſecolonies where the fla ves are ſo numerous. 

The ſlaves in the French colonies, are not near- 
ly ſo much oppreſſed as thoſe who are under 
the deſcendants of Britons who boaſt ſo loudly 
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of their birthright. If theſe ſons of liberty 
indeed poſſeſs freedom, it is to exerciſe 
cruelty,” I ſay the French ſlaves are better 
fed, cloathed and bedded. Their puniſhments 
are leſs frequent, and they have much more 
time allotted them to complete their taſks. 
Who, amidſt the ſurrounding nations would 
ever have ſuppoſed that Britons could be 
capable of barbarities ? | 

The ordinary puniſhment of ſlaves in the 
provinces, for the common crimes of neglect, 
abſence from work, or littlepilfering, are cart- 
whipping, beating with a ſtick to the break-_ 
ing of bones. Sometimes they are chained to 
the place, or at leaſt have a large iron crook 
fixed round the neck. Sometimes they are 
confined, during the pleaſure of their lords, to 
a diſmal dungeon, upon ſhort allowance, and 
occaſionall y whipped into the bargain, Other 
oppreſſors content themſelves with fixing a 
hugeruſty iron pudding about the ancle of the 
offender, after being ſoundly whipped. Slit- 
ting of ears, and breaking of limbs, ſo as to 
make amputation neceſſary; beating out of 


eyes, 
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eyes, and ſometimes caſtration, have been 
often praiſed, This cruel uſage to beaſts in 
the French colonies would be reckoned a 
certain mark of idiotiſm in a planter, as in 
England it would render him as infamous 
as the common hangman. 

Theſe acts of diabolical infernal cruelty, 
in the colonies, bring no laſting diſgrace to the 
- perpetrators; and I have heard it affirmed, 
that in one of the provinces, two magiſtrates, 
within theſe thirty years, were celebrated for 
cutting off the limbs of their ſlaves. 


O horrible diſgrace to human nature! O 


dreadful proftitution of power over the 


oppreſſed! Surely there is a God to judge 


in righteouſneſs ſuch vile unfeeling miſcre- 
ants, who will puniſh the proud imperious 
planters! Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right ? 

Welcome war, with all thy train ofhorrors, 
if happily thy deſolating breath ſhall ſweep 
away from the. world ſuch miſanthropiſts. 
Better the provinces ſink into the ſea, and ap- 
pear as if they never had been diſcovered, than 


thus to be the habitation of cruelty, May 
EO beaven 


wil, „„ owt 1 myo 
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heaven inſpire all thoſe of the ſeveral colo- 
nies, who have not gone too far in the prac- 
tice of oppreſſion, and are not callous as the 
rocks, with a ſpirit of ſympathy, and tender 
hamanity for the diſtreſſes of the African 
ſlaves, and return them to their own land, or 
make them free in that of their preſent bon- 
dage. The Quakers of Pennſylvania have ſet 
a noble example of philanthropy ; and Con- 
greſs, if it would claim the protection of hea- 
ven, muſt emancipate the flaves, teach them 
the truth, and that will Oy make them 
free, 

The firſt of thefe Sy ſlaves were 
brought into Virginia by a Dutch ſhip, in the 
year 1621. There are at preſent 110,000 
negroes in this colony, This occaſions a 
double loſs of mankind ; firſt, in exhauſting 
the population of Africa; and ſecondly, in 
preventing that of the Europeans in Ame- 
ties, 

I had frequent opportunities, in the courſe 
of our journey through Maryland, to enter 
into converſation with ſome of the negroes, . 


hom 
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whom I sev to be totally i ignorant of 
every principle of revealed religion. The 
Chriſtian planters, their worldly-minded maſ- 
ters, ſeem to have no idea of their duty to 
thoſe under their care, excepting in giving 
them a weekly ſabbath. They look upon the 
Nlayes | to be a generation who proceeded 
a different ſtock than Adam, and therefore 
think that they belong not to the Saviour 
of finners, and have no claim to the cove- 
nant of redemption. 

They entertain ſome n&tions of a ſupreme 
being, and believe, that at their death, they 
will return to their own country, and be. 
happy. 

As we paſſed 5 an a FRY we 
met a few ſcattered Indians, men, women, 
and children, from the back ſettlements. 
They accoſted us in language which I did 
not underſtand ; but Kenneth, who had been 
in company with ſeveral of theſe natives of 
North-America, was my interpreter. 

Superſtition is natural to the human 
mind, and js preyalent in every clime, One 

#400 
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of the men, dreſſed differently fra the reft;. 
and who, as I underſtood, was a high prieſt, , 
told me that he was poſſeſſed with a power of 
auguring, by conſulting the Creat Spirit. 


Willing to deteQhis impoſition, and expoſe . 
his ignorance, I aſked him if he could tell 
where we were travelling to? He ſaid he 


could anſwer any queſtion by SOR his 


oracle, the great ſpirit. 
Mean while, the female Indians W 


money of me, with ſo much importunity, 
that I could not refuſe them. Kenneth, all 
all the time, kept on talking to them in their 
own language; but I charged him to ſay no- 


thing about me, or the intention of my jour- 
ney. a 
The prieſt fell to work with his myſtical 


rites, and lay down upon a ſkin, after having 
ſtripped himſelf almoſt naked. Being flat on 


his back, he drew the {kin round him, co- 

ver ing himſelf all over, except his head. 
Two of the Indian men took long thongs 
of hide, and rolled the ſkin tight round his 
body. Being thus ſwaddled up, like the gen- 
tleman 
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tleman who ſuffered the two ladies in France 


to ſwathehim before he went to bed to them; 
one took him by the heels, and another by 
the head, and carried him into a thick copſe, 
under a wide-ſpreading tree. I followed 
them cloſe, reſolved to obſerve the whole ce- 
remony. | 

The prieſt ſoon began to mutter; for prieſts 


of all religions like to hear themſelves talk. 


He grew louder and louder by degrees, till at 


laſt he made the wood echo. I was all atten- 


tion, though 1 underſtood no more of what he 


was ſaying, than I knew of witchcraft, He 
| kept his eyes fixed on me, and appeared to 
- addreſs all he ſaid immediately to me. At lat 
he began to rave extravagantly, and foamed at 


the mouth, till I thought he was agitated to 
madneſs. He continued his vociferous j Jargon 
ncar a whole hour with unaltered vigor. At 


luaſt, when he ſeemed quite ſpent, and was 


ſpeechleſs, he ſhook off his covering, and 
broke his bands as quickly as Samſon re- 
moved his cords, ſtanding upright, and thus 


addreſſed me: : 


Wa Stranger, 


28 
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66 Stranger, but brother, I have been fa- 
er youred with a new revelation from the 
cc Great Spirit, and can now anſwer any 
ce queſtion to thy Feen which thou 
cc canſt propound. MIT | 

Fully perſuaded that the whole was a FRY 


1 proceeded to afk him again, if he knew to 


what place I was bound, and the end of my 
m Jo MO: I 
He . in his own wi: and 
Kenneth could not underſtand him. 
Some of the women endeayoured to explain 
his prophecy; and after many circumlocu- 
tions, and artful croſs queſtions, I found he 
meant no more, than that I was roving to 
the ſun to meet my father. 


I ſhould have paid ſome attention to this 
mock. prieſt's s augurs, had I not been per- 25 


ſuaded that he, or ſome of his party, had 
drawn all their intelligence from my humble 
ſimple nen com Panion, 


— 
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1 LEFT : the 8 augurs, and pro- 
ceeded to Anapolis, where we arrived 
about ſun- ſet, and met good accommodation 
at an inn, kept by an Engliſnman, who had 
been originally Kidnapped by a miſcreant | 
ecrimp in London. I found our hoſt very 
eaſy in converſation, and free enough to 
confeſs the iniquity of the flave · trade, which 
he affirmed, had been the procuring cauſe of 
all the calamities that had already come, or 
were e ee the ere provinces & 
North America. 1 

1 replied, I truſted in heaven, that all theſe 
ealamities would terminate in the freedom 
bf the black ſlaves, who groaned under the 

Provincial yoke 


7 
0 
. 
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As we ſat down to ſupper, ſeveral ſtrange: 


_ gentlemen arrived, who wore the military 


array of the colony; ; one of them I quickly 
knew to be a North Britain by his broad dia- 
ject; and another, by his brogue, an Hiber- 
nian. Two of them appeared Engliſh, and 5 
the fifth, who was the 1 proved a TW 
vincial. 

I found that they had all been in the Pro- 
vincial ſervice, and had made their eſcape 
from the infant ſettlement - of Wyoming, 
which had been peopled by the overflowings 
of population in Connecticut. A thouſand 
men from that country ſerved in the Ame- 
rican army, and left the place defenceleſs, of 
which Colonel Butler, who had been em- 
ployed by the Engliſh as an agent among 
the northern ſavages, took the advantage, 
He led a body of fifteen hundred men, partly 
Indians, and the reſt diſguiſed as ſuch, againſt. 
 thathitherto ſecond paradiſe, which was pro- 
tected from attacks by four forts. The firſt, 
| being poſſeſſed by tories, voluntarily ſurren- 
dered; the end was taken by ſtorm, and 
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the men who were found in it 10 to death | 
in the moſt barbarous manner; but the wo- 


men and children were ſpared. - 


- Butler drew the principal officer of the. 
18 fort, and a great part of his foroe into 
an ambuſcade, under pretence of holding a 
parley. They were all cut to pieces, ex- 
cept the commander, who * with 


about ſeventy men. 


The Engliſh . then inveſted 
the fort, and ſent into the miſerable wretches 
within, two hundred gory ſcalps of their re- 


lations and comrades. The beſieged begged 


to know what terms he would grant them. 
on ſurrendering. He replied, © the hatchet,” 


They ſurrendered - at diſcrevion, Butler, 
having ſelected a few from the general ſacri- 


| Fils ſhut up the reſt in the fort, ſet fire i 


ae of a ee their ears with the 
piercing cries of the tormented victims. The 


ſame dreadful. deſtruction, without the leaſt 


mixture of mercy, was carried over the whole 
dae * aſs ot ſex was ſpared. 


r 2 by 


. 
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by thoſe blood hounds, the ſavages. The 
inhabitants being extirpated, the land was 
hid waſte, and even the cattle cruelly ſuf- 
fered under the hands of theſe diabolical 
butchers, for they either. had their tongues 
cut out, or were otherwiſe maimed in a ter- 
rible manner, FRY 
This ſhocking ſtory of ſo recent a date,: as 
only a few months before I heard it, could 
not fail to: torture my mind by preſenting fo 
horrible a picture of human nature. The 


Caledonian obſerving me mueh moved on 


the occaſion, proceeded to recapitulate tlre 
moſt remarkable incidents of his life previous 
to his late providential eſcape from Wyom 
ing, concluding with a tale more to the pre- 
fent purpoſe than all the reſt, which * was as 
follows : | 
6a though I myſelf was in the rebel- 
lion in 1745, I had an uncle in the Engliſh 
ſervice ſoon after, who being abroad in Flo- 
rida, was preſent at the ſiege of St. Auguſtine, 
where he was taken by the Indian ſavages, 
and reſerved to undergo thoſe torments 
NEED - of which. 
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which they uſually indict on their priſoners 
of war. h 
e The ſpeech which the 3 made 
(for my unele was raiſed by merit to that of- 
fice) is well worth your attention, and was 
addreſſed to the blood-thirſty fayages who 
were preparing the tortures. 8 
«© Heroes and patriarchs of the weſtern 
ce world, you were not the enemies that! 
« ſought for; but you have at laſt been my 
ce Conquerors. The chance of war has 
«© thrown me in your power. Make what 
« uſe you pleaſe of the right of conqueſt, 
66 This is a right that I do not call in queſ- 
ce tion. But, as it is cuſtomary in my coun- 
cc try to offer a ranſom for one's. life, liſten 
ce to a propoſal not unworthy of your no- 
* tice. L 
6 Know then, valiant Americans, that 
& in the country of which F am a native, 
cc there are ſome men who poſſeſs a ſuperior | 
6 knowledge of the ſecrets. of nature. One 
cc of theſe ſages, connected to me. by the 
6 ties of Kindred, imparted to me, when I 
c became 
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ec büteme a ſoldier, a charm to make me in- 
e vulnerable. You muſt obſerve how I have 


« eſcaped all your darts. Without ſuch a 
& charm, would it have been poſſible for me 
* to have ſurvived all the mortals blows that 
« you have aimed at me? For I appeal to 
« your owm valour, to teſtify that mine has 


e ſufficiently exerted itſelf, and has not avoid- 


c ed any danger. Life is not ſo much tlie 
“ object of my requeſt, as the glory of hay- 
te ing communicated to you a ſecret of ſo 


© much conſequence to your ſafety, and of 
© rendering the moſt valiant nation upon the 


« earth invincible. Suffer me only to have 


one of my hands at liberty, in order to 


« perform the ceremonies of enchantment, 
4e of which I wn now make trial of Oy 


& before you.” 
46% Mercy, man, he muſt "RE been a witch 


or a wizard: for if he had not been concerned 

with the devil, it would have been impoſſible 
to have ſaid ſo much,“ exclaimed Kenneth, 
ce ho all the while ſeemed to tent the-ſoldier- 


to the quick whilſt telling his ſtory.“ | 


© Hoot: 


1. fix *I e ez 


„ Hoot awa! cou atrymün; retorted the 
Highlander; © you __ no reer to. _ : 
me out of the line,” ' 
I begged the gentleman to Wy and 
inform us of the conſequence of his uncle's | 
harangue, He went on as follows: 
e The ſavages, although athirſt for blood, 
garde with uncommon attention what my 
kinſman advanced, and conſidered his. over- 
ture flattering both. to their warlike cha- 
rafter, and their turn for the marvellous. 
After ſome ſhort confultation, they untied 
one of his arms. The priſoner then begged = 
that they would put his broad ſword into 
the hands of the ſtouteſt and moſt expert 
amongſt them; at the ſame time laying bare 
his neck, after having rubbed it, muttering 
ſome magic words, and making figns, put 
on a cheerful face, and thus exclaimed : 
3 Obſetve now, O valiant Indians, an 
„ irrefragable proof of my integrity. Thou 
* warrior, who now holdeſt my keen cut - 
& ting weapon, do thou now ſtrike with all 
er Rrengeh : far from being able to ſever 
: Amy 
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« my head from my body, thou wilt not. 
ce even wound the ſkin of my neck.“ | 
e The chief of the tribe of Indians hear- 
ing this confident declaration of the High- 
lander, quickly reſolved to try the experi- 
ment, and giving the ſignal to the young 
warrior who held the ſword, the priſoner's 
head was cut off in a moment, and flew to 
the diſtance of twenty feet. The aſtoniſhed 
ſavages ſoon diſcovered the artifice which 
the man had made uſe of to avoid the tor- 
tures by haſtening his death, and admiring , 
the ſcheme, thay buried him with all the. 
| honors of war.“ 

Oh! by my ſoul, „ cried the Iriſn obs. : 
dier, „ but it would: have been more noble - 
in the ſavages to have given him life after * 

I found the two Engliſhmen in company 
had been captured at Satatoga. the preceding 
campaign, and had joined the enemy. By the 
terms of capitulation they were bound not ta 
ſerve againſt America, but no further. They | 
both declared, that they had been inveigled 
by a.recruiting officer in London into the 
W > S King's 
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King's ſervice, and atteſted before a magiſtrate 
when in liquor. They then went upon 
drill, and acquired the manual exerciſe. in St, 
James's park, contrary to their inclination; 
and being often ill uſed by their imperious 
mercenary officers, they were reſolved to be 
revenged the firſt opportunity. One of them 
declared that he had done the buſineſs for one 
ſchool- boy, Strutter, at Fort Edward, and the 
other confeſſed freely, that Burgoyne's cap- 
ture ſaved another, who had ſent him twice 
9 to the Savoy, and as often had procured him 
round hundred on his bare back from a more 
diſagreable fituation, than when he beheld 
his men pile up their muſkets by the river. 
The Provincial genius, who aſſumed more 
conſequence than the reft, as ſoon as ſupper 
was over, and hehad drank deep in the bowl of 
-rum and water, aſked me what regiment 
I belonged to? Kenneth obſerving me ra- 
ther embarraſſed, took the liberty to reply, 
by ſaying, *© this gentleman is a clergyman, 
a Kentiſh Curate, and fights under a good maſ- 
ter.“ © Perhaps he is a chaplain to a regi- 
. | ment,“ 
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ment,” wo rejoined the Provincial ſoldier. No, 
ſir,” ſaid I, ſomewhat recovered, I am in 
no military capacity at prefent.” —** Of what: 
party are you, fir,” ſaid one of my country- 
| men, in a loud | imperious tone. I am per- 
fectly neutral, fir,” I replied, having no- 
thing to do with War, as a lover of peace and 
concord.“ 

66 Aye, aye, maſter,” exclaimed the Pro-- 
vincial ſoldier, . 66 | it was at Concord the firſt 
battle began in America. I was one of the 
militia then and there, fir, and fired three- 
or four rounds among the royaliſts. But I 
have had many. a ball fincein return from the 
king” s people; and to ſay. the truth, I am 
what the Highland. ſerjeant ſaid he was, quite 
invulnerable, having. been leaded all over my. 
body.“ . 3 Xe a | 
„On my ſalvation, as I am a ſinner, he is 
caſe-hardened * yociterated the Hibernian. 

© What the plague made you cry out ſo 
luſtily on board the Phœnix, when you was 
tied up and flogged; ?” cried Kenneth Cock 
burn, whiſpering to me, that he knew the 
fellow to be a poltroon. 


6 Oh! my dear . the Iriſh | 
man, 


— 
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man, er his bath is not obliged to be clad in 


| armour. ＋ he back of a brave man is never. 
feen, and never abe une runs over | 
eee 1d DTH EF 0D eh 717 
It now ftruck me that theſe fellows were 
nothing leſs or more- than ſo many deſerters 
from tlie Provincial ſervice, who, preſuming 
on the quietude of the place, had ventured 
to ſhew themfelves in the inn; as if upon A 
match. Tenquired of Cockburn how long 
it was ſince he was punifhed on board, and 
for what crime. He told me it was the pre- 


£4 ceding ſammer, and on a charge and full 


proof -of being a deſerter from New-York, 
and'cauſing a mutiny on board. 

But before I had time to reflect on what I 
hach been informed, a body of Provincial ſol- 
diers precipitately ruſhed into the room, and 
charged the five rangers with being ſpies 
from the royal army. They were inſtantly 
conveyed to priſon, and I never heard how 
the affair terminated, SH l 

It was well that we were provided with 
fuffeient paſſes from reſpectable people, for 

1 | Wwe 
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we were frequently called upon to produce 
them in Maryland and Virginia; Poor Ken- 
neth, my companion, diſcovered much per- 
turbation of mind when the above five: fel- 
lows were ſelected from the company, and 
began to tell me a ſtrange dream which had- 
much diſturbed his mind tlie preceding night: 
I bade him caſt off all his former ſuperſtitious: 
fears, and aerial fancies; for if a man fears 
God; he needs not be afraid of the whole crea- 


tion; much lefs.be- ready to flee when none 


purſues him. 
Phe people in general of both theſe pro- 


vinces, as well as North - Carolina, I found 


intolerably prejudiced againſt the proceedings 


of the Britiſh parliament ; the majority of 


which, they conſidered, as the worſt deſpots 


in the world, who wanted to oppreſs and en- 
ſhve America. The royal army was deem 


ed a band of mercenary men, like the locuſt 


that ſwarmed in Egypt, believing them to 
be no more than a company of taxers come 
to enforce by war and bloodſhed obedience to 
the miniſter's decree. For though the com- 


8 ä | 3 miſſioners 
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miſßoners had made new. oyertures: to the 
provinces, the leading men of America ſtrove 
all in their power to depict their duplicity. 
At James Town, formerly the flouriſh- 
ing capital of Virginia, we were obliged to pro- 
quce our paſſports before a magiſtrate, Who 
turned out to be a very familiar gentleman, 
and not deſtitute of good ſenſe, I found here 
that the terms Whig and Tory were the 
very Shibboleth of the province, and almoſt 
as much prevailed as in England in Queen 
Anne's days. Though I wiſhed well to the 
government to. which I belonged, yet I could 
not call myſelf a Tory in any ſenſe of the 
word. I informed the juſtice of my buſineſs 
in travell ing to South-Carolina, and he did 
not wiſh to retard my journey. 
The river. James, in which the tide flows: 
up to the rocks of the falls, is full half a. 
mile wide. There are ſeveral iſlands in this 
river among the falls; which are chiefly co- 
vered with wood, quite irregularly grown, 
the trees not being in rows like thoſe. ſet by 
art, hag probably coeval with creation it - 
| | els 
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ſelf,. and the interſperſed huge rocks, which | 
have a fine effect to the eye at a diſtance. 
_ Would to heaven,“ exclaimed Kenneth, 
<<. that theſe rocks were thoſe of Fifeſhire, 
on the coaſt where F was bred-and born, 
where all the witches hold their merry mid- 
night meetings, and dance in the glimpſes of 
the moon I dare venture to ſay,” conti- 
nued Cockburn, *< that there are ſuch _ 
ple here as well as in Scotland.“ 

I ſaid it was. idle to believe in the exiſtencs- 
of witches, and therefore not to be expected 
here, nor any where elſe; for all the men and 
women who ever had pretended to witch- 
'craft, were impoſtures. e | 

&< Hoot awa! man,“ cried my companion; 
ce dinna you believe in the Witch of Endor, 
who raiſed Samuel from: the dead.to > Peak ti to 
Saul?“ g 

he No, Kenneth,” I replied, „for under the 
Jewiſh theoeracy, every perſon pretending to 
auguring or ſoothſaying, were conſidered as 
enemies to the Supreme Governor, and de- 
ceivers of the people. The Witch of Endor, 

Who 


— 


* 
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who remained after the general extirpation 
of thoſe people, no more raiſed the pro- 


phet than Kenneth. Cockburn. could one of N 
theſe rocks, to the ſummit of the mountain, 
by his voice. He was raiſed by the power 


of him who claims the right to hold the keys: 


of hell and death; who has the ſouls and bo- 
dies of all the dead in his hands, and on a. 
ſpecial occaſion, if he: pleaſes, can make them 


unite, and appear to the living. But it is evi- 


dent that the Witch of: Endor, ſo: far from 


having effected that miracle which you men- 
tioned; was herſelf terrified, and as much ſur- 


priſed at the apparition, as the King himſelf. 


Kenneth ſtill remained invincible, and 


| wiſhed that we were both on the back of 


Goody Gray of his native village; for it 


was in her power to bear us ſafely to St. 


Andrew's in one night from Virginia. 
The tide reaches the lower end of one of 
theſe iſles, which, checking the torrent of 
the water in the. falls, fayors the paſſage of 
the ferry-boats below, where we paſſet. 
G4 ak is the den town e theſe 
e IG DEAE Coo 5 wn falls, 
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falls, and is ſeparated n another tomn called | 
Shokoes by a creek of the ſame name. They 
ate both on the north fide. of the James, and 
on the ſouth ſtands Rocky-Ridge, alſo called 
Cheſterfield. 

Lower down, the river is 10 three miles 
wide, and ſhips of conſiderable burthen go 
up within two miles of the falls; one of 
which, as 1 faid to Kenneth, would prove 
a more certain vehicle to Britain than his : 
Goody Gray. 

To Weſtham, another town, nt about 
ix miles aboye' Richmond, tobacco is navi- 
gated | in hogſheads of half a tun each from 
the back country. Every. hogſhead” upon 
two canoes, laſhed together, is brought down 
as far as the falls, and then muſt be > carried 
by land to Shokoes or Richmond, I. 
I was informed, that ſometimes the floods 


fl mountains ſwell the James to an incredi- 


ble wideneſs, overflowing all the law country 
for many miles. But at the falls, where the 
mountains on each ſide prove the impregnable 
barriers of the flood, the-noiſe of the water; 
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and the impetuoſity of the torrent, furpaſs 


all deſeription, 


Vet it ſeems, from the report of many ere · 
ditable, people, that once, when the river 
was in that ſtate, a man, who was bringing. 


115 down his tobacco to market, inſtead of land- 
ing at Weſtham, where he ouglit, being 


quite inebriated, proceeded down the amaz ing 
eurrent, and arrived fafe at Shokoes's ware - 
houſe wharf with his commodity, having 
been brought to ſhore by boats ſent out to his 


aſſiſtance, after he had actually paſſed all the 
precipitate, almoſt perpendicular falls. 


The above very extraordinary accident 


put me in mind of a ſtory which had been 


told me at Kelſo, of a man who was carri- 
ad ten miles down the Tweed i in one of their 


little fiſhing · boats, at the time when the 


river overflowed its banks; but that was but 


comparing a ſmall with a great event. What 


a certain good hiſtorian. ſays of America, has 
often ſtruck me l: „ Every thing in the new 
world appears to have been done with a bold 

ud.“ J now likewiſe called to mind the 
obſervations : 


* 
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obſervations of a perſon, whom I met on the 
road to London, recorded in the ſecond you 
lume. 

In America, ab is wanting to fill the 
mind of men with delight, and employ the 
fertile imagination. It is not only the moſt 
eapacious quarter of the globe, but alſo has 
its rivers, lakes, foreſts, and mountains, i in. 
due proportion to its magnitude, 

I obſerved many beautiful young women, 
as we rode through North-Carolina, with the 
roſes of health bluſhing in their comely faces, 
and formed for delight; but, alas! theſe- 
charming nymphs are forſaken and forlorn. 
Their vigorous ſwains have been forced to at- 
tend the field; not to return with their wane. 
ted hilarity to their homely habitations from 
their daily toil, but, perhaps, never more to 
caſt a look on thoſe verd ant meadows, and 
flowery hills, where dwell their diſconſolate 
and fad:{weet-hearts.'. 

After a long journey, in which E bad like 
to have loſt my humble companion by ſick- 
noſe, and; Which mas my travelling. 

above 
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above a fortnight, I arrived at Charles-town 
in South-Corolina, where 1 expected to be- 
Hold my parents. I all along had entertain- 
ed an opinion, that my father reſided ſome- 
where in this province, and therefore reſol · 
ved to looſe no further time to diſcover the 
particular place of his living, by waiting up- 
on a reverend gentleman, who had been 
5 mentioned oy Dr, Pedigree, named Lewe 
is | 
I called upon that Setlewtan; who, on ſee» . 
ing my letters of recommendation, kindly in- 
treated me to repair with him from the vil? 
2 5 (where I found him) to his houſe. - - 
I foon found that all my labor was loſt's 
for he aſſured me, that the gentleman whom | 
I fuppoſed to be my father, and wliem, he 
faid, I much-reſembled in my features, ſhape, 
and voice, on refuſing to comply with the 
terms of Congreſs, by renouncing the Bri- 
tiſh government, and taking the oaths to the 
ne rulers, was obliged to abandon his living, 
where he was highly beloved, and eſteemed 


by all the people under his care, and ſet out 
with 


4 * ** 
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with his wife and daughter to England, to 
the place of his nativity. 


This Mr. Lewis aſſured me his friends. | 
my father, had the rather choſen to. do, hav- $ 
ing heard of the death of his father-in-law, 
who never knew. that be had married bis 
daughter, to take poſſeſſion of the eſtate in 
Northumberland; and, if poſſible, diſcover his 
long- abandoned boy, whom his wife had ad- 
vertiſed in the public prints before ſhe left 
her native country, and of whom he had 
heard ſome flight report ſince her arrival in 
the new quarter of the world. 85 

This was a ſhock too much for me to ſup- 


port. I had come from a far country for . 


friends, and to make my fair one mine, but 
now moſt lamentably diſappointed i m all =o 
purſuits. | 

The reverend gentleman ſtrove, with eve- 
ry effort which his humanity could ſuggeſt, 
to adminiſter conſofation to my afflicted: 
mind; but grief got the aſcendancy in my 
heart, and threw me into A fever, which 
threatened, by its malign operation, a a ſpeedy. 


difolution of my fatigued corporeal frame. 
1 Mr. 
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Mr. Lewis ſought every aſſiſtance in his 
power to ſooth my trouble, and that, by the 
bleſſing of providence, might prove ſucceſsful. 
Amidſt other endeavors to eaſe my cala- 
: mity, he promiſed to procure me a paſſage 
40 Britain as ſoon as I was able to go on 
board, Bag me ME aid noceſſary for 
my voyage. 

I underſtood that this clerical gentleman 
Was the ſon of an eminent ſchool-maſter in 
London. He had been brought up at St. 
Paul's ſchool, and from thence removed to 
Oxford Univerſity. Returning from col- 
lege, he received orders, was preſented with 
a ſmall living in Yorkſhire, by the biſhop 
who ordained him, and was for many years 
curate of St. Clement s Danes in the _—_— 

Weſtminſter, , 
But meeting Jeſs encouragement ela his 
merit demanded, and not enjoying a good. 
ſtate of health in his native elime, rather 
too cold for his conſtitution, he reſolved to 
try his abilities in America, when; hearing 
of a vacant place in this province, he left 

— 8 his 
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his fiene, amongſt whom he rockvhed Dr. 
Sanders, who he was very intimate with, 
-undertook the arduous voyage, landed ſafely, 
ſoon found his health reſtored, ac” was put 
in poſſeſſion of plenty. 

He lived in a very Happy PROT had 
trobblot: himſelf but little about the -broils | 
from the beginning, and reſolved to be the 
paſtor of that part of the province, whoeyer 

were the rulers, as long as he lived. 

His ſiſter, an amiable kind woman, who 
accompanied him from London, and lived 
at his houſe, diſcovered great concern at my 
illneſs, attended me in the moſt compaſ- 
ſionate manner, and, as her brother uſed to 
tell me, ſhewed ſome tokens of reſpect, from 
motives, that I muſt not mention, when In re- 
member my Maria. 

| Cockburn all the while paſſed for my ſer- 
vant with the parſon, and was conſidered as 
a quaker by the people of the province, I 
found that he had taken an opportunity of 
m che clergyman of all he knew re- 
| lativg 
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Jative to me, 305 miſſing 1 to mention hs 
title of The Kenti/h Curate. 750 

My diſorder rather increaſed, and [ was 
| given over by the phyſician whom my friend 
had employed. In theſe gloomy moments, 

With the half round of eternity preſented to 
my view, farremoved from my native land, 
and all the friends of my infancy and riſing 

youth, to whom can I apply for balmy 
conſolation, but to thee, O thou Supreme, 
Who has proved my guardian guide to this 
hour. Suffer me not to ſink with horror un- 
der the ſable ſhades of death, but let thy 

friendly crook prove my aid, and _ rod 
reform me. 


iet no dark crimes, 
In all their hideous forms now ſtarting up, 
Plant themſelves round. my couck in grim array, 


And ſtab my bleeding heart with two-edg'd torture, 


Senſe of paſt guilt, and dread of future woe. 
Far be the ghaſtly crew! and in their ſtead, 
Let cheerful mem” ry from her pureſt cells 
Lead forth a goodly train of virtues fair, 


- Cheriſh'd in early youth, now paying back 
With ten-fold uſury the pious care, 


— 
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And pouring o'er my wounds the heav'nly bam 
or conſcious innocence, But chiefly, thou, 
Whom ſoft-ey'd pity once led down from heaven, 
To bleed for man, to teach him how to live, 
And, oh! ſtill harder leſſon, how to die. 
Diſdain not thou to ſooth the reſtleſs bed 

Of ſickneſs and of pain. Forgive the tear 

That feeble nature drops; calm all her fears, 
Wake all her hopes, and animate her faith, 

Till my wrapt ſoul, anticipating heaven, 

Burſt from the thraldom of incumbering clay, 


4 


And on the wings of extacy up borne, * 
Springs into Liberty, and Light, and Life. 


« But wherefore ſhould a living man 
complain; a man for the puniſhment of his 
crimes?” It was man himſelf brought death 
and every woe into the world, and it is 
man who ſtill ſupports the reign of the grim 
king of terrors. What is my fate, if even 
I fall in this province, and leave my clay 


tenement in a ſtrange land, compared to the 
rigorous deſtiny of thouſands who periſh i in 
the field of war? n bo 
Ah! luſt for power, and vile paſſion for | 
revenge of imaginary wrongs, how have 
Vol, . your 
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your Voterisr trampled on the virtuous? one 
murder, at the firſt made a villain. Millions 
.of ſuch murders. make a hero. | Are Princes 
privileged, to deſtroy ? they cannot create, 
Why will not monarchs remember that they 
are but men? Why not men remember that 
they are brethren > Why delight in human 
ſacrifice? Why burſt the ties of nature 
that ſhould knit their ſouls together in 
amity ? Shall breth ren, between whom ſhould 
ſubſiſt this ſoft bond of affection, ſtill breath 
deſtruction, and Mill perſevere 1 in trying all 
their {kill to torture one another? Still ſhall 
monarchs fondly dream of univerſal empire, 
ariſing from general ruin?. Oh! abominable 
black deſign! Thou Great Supreme God of 


Peace, blaſt the dark deſign, nor let thy 
creatures fall unpitied, the victims of baſe 


ainbition. AS; 

My dangerous diſeaſe arrived at the cri- 
"a and turned in favor. of a renewal of my 
days. So it was when the good Hezekiah 
| prayed to Heaven, and had fifteen years 


added to his days. But it is arrogance itſelf 
ö for 


* 
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for me to mention my wretghed/unprofitable 
life with that of a mighty monarch and the 
beſt of men! What am 1, O Heaven, or 
what is my father's . chat thou 1 
brought me hitherto? - 2 13 

My excellent humane friend, thi Ag 
agreeable to his promiſe, procured me a veſſel 
bound for Holland, belonging to a merchant 
at Amſterdam. Kenneth accompanied me 
on board, and agreed to work his paſlage to- 
Europe. 1 parted with Mr. Lewis with 


conſiderable reluctance, and could not re- 


frain ſhedding a tear when his ſiſter took 
leave. 1 recovered every day after our em- 
barkation, and we ſailed from Charleſtown 


. 


on the fourth of January 17709. 


The ſea all the morning remained ſerene; 
but towards the evening the breezes were 


briſk, and roſe to a violent ſtorm. The face 


of the great deep was ſuddenly: deformed, 
and our veſſel. was toſſed on the agitated 
waves. About ſun- ſet the hurricane in- 
creaſed, the water daſhed on the deck, anld 
ran donn to the hold. Lwas now among a 
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people of a:ſtrarige language, as few beſides 
the maſter and his mate could ſpeak Engliſh. 
All hands were inſtantly employed. The 
tempeſt appeared more and more enraged as 
the darkneſs and our danger drew on. One 
of the ſallors was waſnied overboard, and loſt 
Uis life; and I had never ſeen any thing more 
tremendous and alarming, even when on board 
the veſſel bound to America, when on the 
coaſt of Cornwall. We len rivb: 
The wind was . i our ine; 
and the ſtorm: continued till paſt midnight. 
The ſea made a moſt hideous roaring. Some- 
times we were elevated to an incredible 
height, and then fell down as from a preci- 
; pice. Now the main maſt was almoſt le- 
velled with the ſerge on one fide, and then on 
the other was daſhed in the boiling billo ws. 
The ſails were broken by the violence of the 
wind; and in a word, dea th again ſtared me 
full in the face, and ſeemed to aſſure me that, 
although I had lately eſcaped from his dart 
oh(land; I muſt now fdel its ſting. On the 
aw ful oegaſion, Icould not help recalling the 
U. ooq. — deſcription 
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deſcription of Homer to my mind, as tranfſla- 
ted by Mr. Pope, which the critics, howe- 
ver inelegant they may deem mine, muſt al- 
low to be excellent. | 
5 Ile burſts upon them all! 

Burſts as a wave that from the doud impends. 
White are the decks with foam; the winds aloud 
Howl o'er the maſts, and ſing through every ſhroud : 
| Pale, trembling, tir'd, the failors freeze with 2 
And inſtant death on ev'ry wave appears. 


1 When the tempeſt Was calmed, and I 
looked the next morning from the deck, Iob- 


ſerved ſeveral other veſſels much injured, 
and ours was leſs damaged than we all had 
anticipated. But the maſter was obliged to 
return to the harbour in order to refit the rig- 
ging, and I remained three days in Charles- 


town, without troubling my worthy friend, 


the clergyman; with an unexpected ſecond 
viſit, as he led a few miles up the coutr- 
try. & ile < 

cc Surely: they who go FRY to the ſea 


in ſhips,” exclaimed once the inſpired royal 
bard of the Hebrews, ® thoſe who de bf 


1 el 
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neſs in the great waters, ſee the work of the 
Lord, and his wonders in the deep. For he 
commandeth and raiſeth the ſtormy wind 
which lifteth up the waves. They mount up 
to the heavens; they go down again to the 
deep: their ſoul is melted becauſe of trouble. 

They reel to and fro, and Ragger like. a 
drunken man, and are at their wit's end. 
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trou- 
ble, and he bringeth them out of their/ diſ- 
treſſes. He maketh the ſtorm a ealm, ſo that 
the waves thereof are ſtill. Oh that men 
would praife the Lord for his goodneſs, and 
declare the wonders that he does for them in 
the deep. He ruleth even in the raging of 
the ſea, and by his hand the, waves are 
| ſtayed.” . POW Yi! f 1. F.C O07 
74 attempted an Neben on 25 . 
n a meeting-houſe in the town, by the 
defire of the miniſter, and had a crowded 
auditory. As I returned with my friend 
from church, I- obſerved a number of peo- 
ple flocking around Kenneth, who, I could 
* was very communicative to the keen 
| | enquirer 8 
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onaninns. about me, and more ſo; chan I 
wiſhed. He told his congregation, that, [ 
was the ſon of the rev. Mr. ——; lately re- 
turned: to England from Carolina, and chat 
the ſermon which they had heard; was igt 
bad, when they conſidered. that it was ol 
| livered by the Kenti/h Curate. eds 

Our ſhip being refitted, I returned on 
board, Kenneth ſtill keeping to his agree 
ment, and ſo ſailed, with a fair wind, round 
the coaſt, having a fine proſpect of the level 
delightful country for many leagues, But at 
Jength the weſtern; world diſappeared, and 
we were ſurrounded alone with a View of 
the ocean. 
I found the * at the veſſel to "his 23 
perſon of a ſocial turn, and not like many 
of his countrymen, moroſe, and diſpoſed 
to treat me with contempt. He aſſured me, 
that Cockburn Wag a good ſailor, and ap- 
peared to have been long uſed to the ſea, 
wiſhing I would perſuade him, if I could, 
at the end of the voyage, to remain in his 
Service. Indeed he informed me, that it 

ö would 
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would be almoſt impoſſible for either him or 
myſelf: to reach the Britifh ſhore withont 
1 8 danger of being impreſſed.” he "I 
The Captain, being very communicatiye, 
informed r me, that he had employed his ſhip 
almoſt ever ſince the commencement of the 
War between England and the revolted co- 
lonies, to carry wartike ſtores to the Pro- 
vineials; but now, found it impracticable to 
continue his trade, fince the French had de- 
clared themfelves in favor of America, and 
the Engtiſh men of war were ſo numerous 

round the coafts, He likewiſe expreſſed a 
"dread, , that the Dutch would be ſoon drawn 
into the war againſt England, as the conſe- 
quence of refuſing to hear the the repeated 
remonſtrances of that court, which, he re- 
preſented, as ſhort fighted, and divided. 

I likewiſe learned from the captain, that 
"the old maſters of his country, the Spaniards, 
had actually in contemplation the ſpeedy re- 
duction of Gibraltar, having already block- 
ed up . c e een off all commu- 

| 97: 419235 mfcation 
| bio | 3 . 
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nication 7 'with Ba F bary, fr ON 2 whence. they 


were wont to be plentifully ſupplied, _, | 
Thus ſituated, poor old England, as he 

ſaid, was certainly in a ſad forlorn plight, 

without a ſingle ally to affiſt her in the hour 


of deep diſtreſs, her finances lowered te 
an ebb before unknown, divided at home in 


her councils, left for ever by her beſt ſtateſ- 
man, the Earl of Chatham, unpitied, or ra- 
ther ſcorned by the ſurrounding nations, and 


apparently forſaken by that God, who ſo of- 


ten was her _ in the time of utmoſt ca- 
lamity. as ei | 

We arrived in hs Texel on the elf 
of March, after a tedious paſſage, in which. 
nothing material occurred worth recording.. 

The maſter ſet me on ſhore immediately, 
leaving my little package on board. with. Ten- 
neth, and ſo ſpent the evening agreeable, 


with that humane captain, in. company of 
ſeveral Engliſh and. Scotch. mariners, who- 


had all juſt arrived from America. 
One of them offered me a paſſage 1 to Har- 


mich i in a few days. I accepted the offer, 


14 and 
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and agreed with him, providing he would 
alſo take my old e in en, 
on board. 2 | 

The next morning, | when 1 was about to 
return on board for the things which I had 


left, a dreadful ſquall aroſe, and carried our 


late veſſel from her moorings, and daſhed her 
to pieces. Several others ſhared the ſame 


| bans and many more were greatly damaged. 


This was within fight of many hundreds 
by fpectators, who could afford no affiftance 
to the poor ſailors; moſt of whom perifhed, 
and but few reached the ſhore alive,. befides 
poor Cockburn; who, adhering to a plank, 
weathered out the ſtorm, and reached land al- 
moſt breathleſs, having loſt his all, and being 
more wretched, if poſſible, than myſelf. 

* Thad now nothing left in the world but 
the cloaths on my back, a very little caſh in 
my pocket, and my journal, which I happily 
always carried about me. 

The maſter of our late ſhip, borgeeful of 
his own misfortunes, commiſerated the caſe 
- Cockburn, who all the while -exclaimed 

ww 
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againſt the witches of America; and kindly 
paid him wages for his ſervice on board dut- 
ing our paſſage, as if he had been an engaged 
mariner. Nor was the generous Dutchman 
wanting in his generoſity to me, whoſe caſe 
be knew and deplored; for he lent me mo- 
ney to purchaſe ſuch things as I immediately 


wanted, on the pretended: proſpect of ſeeing: 


me again, enabling me to appear decent, 
and affording a hope of reaching London 
with a degree of comfort. 

I only entered a haſty ſketch of theſe oc- 
currences on my book, and have here been 
alſo brief, in order to be more particular 
on incidents more intereſting to the reader. 
For which reaſon I ſhall here only add, in 

the ſame ſuccinct manner, that Cockburn 


being new attired, attended me on board my 


friend's ſhip. We ſailed March the fifteenth; 
reached Harwich. the eighteenth, where we 
narrowly eſcaped that fate which awaited us 
both : I mean being impreſſed. Next day, 
we took places in the ſtage for London. 
The weather was uncommanly fine for the 

| ſeaſon, 
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ſeaſon, which was the moſt forward I ever 
knew, and the country along the road looked 
pleaſant. The trees had begun to bloſſom, 
and expand their leaves. The air was mild, 
and the ſun darted his cheering rays. With 
the vernal equinox, the ſpring had warned 
the birds to build their neſts, and mingle 
| their melody in the groves, and all things 
appeared to confpire i in enen vernal de- 
Tight t. to wankind. 
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FOR. that warning voice, ſays the 
immortal Milton, which he Who ſaw 
the Apocalypſe heard cry, in heayen aloud, 

Such a warning word would certainly | have 
proved ſalutary to us in the vehicle, on our 
way to the metropolis, But misfortunes 
uſually are approaching when. leaſt expected; 

and whilſt we were dreaming of coming hap- 
pineſs, woe and. direful. diſtreſs were wing- 
ing their ſpeedy way! to make us miſerable, 

About two miles from Stratford, when 
we had reached the place of our deſtination 
within a few miles, our carriage ſuddenly 
ſtopped, and two bighwaymen, well mount= 


ed, guarded. the paſſengers. on the right: nd 


left, preſenting piſtols, demanding our mo- 
neys 


— 


ET ne 
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ney, and with loud execrations, threatening 
to ſend-our Touls-into the other world, in 
caſe of refuſal. 5 

One of the company, an officer belonging 
to Chatham Barracks, and a rank Hibernian, 
fell into a fit in compliment to a lady, with 
whom he had kept up an immodeſt converſa- 
tion the greater part of the way. There was 
another lady, the only other perſon in com- 
pany, who ſcreemed aloud, and ſeemed almoſt 
diſtracted, I was ill prepared to receive the 
villains, and Cockburn cried, “ we are all 
bewirched,” T was under the neceſſity of F 
complying with "Weir demand, and ſo. gave 
them my Title puiſe, containing all the mo- 
ney 15 was ma ſter ol, excepting a. few 155 


„ 3 


F. 


Walle was too mueh intimi- 
dated at that inſtant | to. put his hand to his 
pocket, and ſo eſcaped the depredation, when 
the highwaymen hearing the noiſe of a car- 
riage on the road, mapped their piſtols, and 
Tote! away precipitately towards London. 

" he ey” who haSfaitited, , recovering, cal- 
* led 
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Red upbm Her captain, He aroſe as" from 2 
dream, and exclaimed, oy en dear, bat f is 


the matter 
The other lady cried, We are all robbed: 


and murdered !“ < So. we are, madam,” 
cried the noble captain, « 1 baliove the ball 


Jodged in my breaſt. ? 
vas ſuddenly rouſed at this mock x bade 
of the Hibernian ſoldier, and ealled him Noel 
Bluff, and Bobadil, as a diſgrace to the profeſ- 
Fon, for endeavouring to ſhrink from danger, 
and appear as dead as Sir John Falſtaff feem- 
ed to Prince Henry at Saliſbury, to tave his 
life; during che battle with Hotſpu 
The Brave captain bluſtered, talen the: 
hilt of his ſword, but found it not pliable to 
Bis tibinaces; as it OO in its n all 
"the why to town. ce ee | 
hen we werefſet-dowfrat an inn in White. d 
chapel, the hero left us, threatening revenge, 
which not in the leaſt intimidating me, I re- 
paĩred to a room, and ae Cockburn to 
e ne age, e eee 
* happerſed here, chat a Pais in the 
5 uniform 


uniform of an officer came in, who declared 
That he knew the Iriſh captain, whom he had 
ſeen with us in the ſtreet, offering to pre- 
ſent us with a ſhort hiſtory of his warlike ex- 
ploits in America, at the beginning of the pre- 
ſent unhappy · trouble. 
„ 1 ſhall call this fellow,“ faig-the FRE 
man, & ho is a diſgrace to his country, 
which has produced ſo many great men, Cap- 
tain Viculus, who was ſent over to Boſton 
| with the troops to General Gage, and appoin- 
4 ted to the rank of Lieutenant: captain. He 
proved perfectly inimical to the Provincials, 
being of an invincible morgſe diſpoſition, and 
an inyeterate foe to all the proteſtant parties 
zin Boſton. Had the Britiſh dominion been 
ſearched, a fellow, more unfit for conciliatory 
meaſures, could not poſſibly have been diſco- 
vered. 7 He was perpetually dwelling on paſt 
grievances ; he talked loud. and long. on the 
ſtamp- act, and inceſſantly repeated the raſh 
action of caſting over - board the tea ſent to 
be taxed. + Nay, he went back to the laſt 


, conjured e king, who fell a ſa- 
crifice 
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eriſice to the independent party, and his own 
raſhneſs. He often called the Provincials 
the ſons of regicides, and themſelves the 
Jpawn of rebels, who,” he ſaid, wanted to 
Hake off all wann and ſet up cheir own 
democracy. 5 1 (5h l | 

e He nal: jnjcighed KOI hi 
Aang men of the provinces, and went ſo 
low in his common- place, conceited, vul- 
gar language, as to call Adams and Hancock, 
Otis and Waſhington, a ſet of tranſports, 
of the line of Cromwell, whom he hoped one 
day, at no great diſtance, to behold men 
as high as Hamann. o 

4 This could not fail to irritate! even the 
more moderate of the people, who ſoon con- 
ceived a moſt violent averſion to this little 
mock hero, who, notwithſtanding all their 
remonſtrances, was highly careſſed by the 
governor, . 
„ The Captain indulged: his alpetity; toſs 
enormous a degree, that thoſe, who before 

his arrival, were of no party, became decide 
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dedly inimical to the ſoldiers 
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whom they 
conſidered as dent to enſine Wem of 


: America. 8 FR: 2912 27 
AA young — . this 3 


had groſſiy ffronted, ſent him a challenge, 
which he received whilſt fitting ſurrounded 


dy his friends. He inſtantly drew his ſword, 
drandiſhed the glittering weapon round the 
room; and, like a monarch bent on battle, 


declared immediate war againk all the Pro- 


vincials, as a parcel of paltry paltrons. 

e However; his rage ſoon cooled; and 
when he returned his ſword to its ſcabbard, 
he forgot to meet his antagoniſt, who had | 
appointed time and place; and by thus pock- 
eting the affront, — and de- 


riſion of all Boſ ton 


20 2 


enough on the occafion, and wrote ſeveral 


lampoons, which were poſted in the moſt 
public places of the town. The drawing and 


engraving artiſts too were employed at the 
timel The Captain was repreſented as chief 


commiſſioner of the King of Lilliput in Gul- 


Evers travels, riſing on a ladder to ſearch the 
pockets 
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pockets of the great man · mountain, and ſeize 
ing on what money and goods he could difeo- 
yer; when preſently Gulliver ſhifts the lad- 
der to a tree, at which is a rope ſaſpended,, 
for the purpoſe of riding the world of ſuch 
z monſter as the captain; who, deſtitute of 
every emotion of humanity, attempted to add 
fuel to a flame, which was already too fierce 
to be eaſily quenched,  ; | 
„ The character of this hero, as fax as [ 
yet deſcribed it, appears to be aptly drawn 
in Homer 5 IIliad, as tranflated by Waren 'F 


6 Therſites only clamor'd in the t throng, 

% Loquacious, loud, and turbulant of tongue - 
& Aw'd by no ſhame, by no reſpe& controul'd,, © / 
In ſcandal buſy, in reproaches bold.z. 5 21 Sag 
With witty malice ſtudious to-defame, | 
- « Scorn, all his j Joy and laughter; all, his W ; f 


1 


c Captain Viculus was charged with art 
| Rae and commanded an hundred men, 
and I myſelf had the fortune to attend him. 
It was to intercept the operation of a num- 
ber of Provinciats, reported to have accumu- 
lated a quantity of warlike ſtores at Rox. 
burgh chapel. When we arrived, we were 

immediately 


| 
*4 
| 
| 
1 
14 
#1 
7 
i 
I 


reception, retired with great bergen ä 
and left us maſters of the fiel. 


# 
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immediately fired upon by the militia, who 
Killed ſeveral of our men. The courageous 


captain retired after the firſt fire, as if great - 
Iy wounded, to a little hut at à ſmall diſ- 
tamce. The fire upon us was from people 
who lay in ambuſh by the road ſide. We 


| Foon demoliſhed the Chapel, and were about 


to feize on the warlike ſtores, when the 
country people in arms ſurrounded us, and 


- Killed about fifty of our number; which, 


with thoſe who fell in the firſt-onſet, made 
our. loſs fiſty-five killed, and fix 1 
befides captain Viculus. | 

ce The plebeans, however, meeting a warm 


& We now ſearched for the captain, and 
found him appareiitly dead in the hut. But 


oon as he heard that the enemy was depart- 


ed, he revived, reſuming his OY and 

vociferous talk, in an inſtant. 
„„ WhenT lifted him up, heraged and n 

he regen yowing quick ach e ma detel- 


table, OT OO 


6 Yet 
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cc Vet the fellow acquired no inconſiderable 
honor from the victory; his wounds were almoſt 
inſtantaneouſly healed by ſome ſecret remedy; 
and thoſe who had actually fignalized them- 
falves, were obliged to throw all the glory of 
the day into the ſcale of the captain.“ 
5 The ſenſible officer had ſcarcely uttered the 
laſt word, when we were ſurpriſed at the cap- 
tain's appearance, attended by a body of 
conſtables ; , who, without the leaſt cere-. 
mony, ſeized upon me and Cockburn, de- 
claring us impreſſed men fit to ſerve his Ma- 
jeſty; and, hurrying us away to the 
watch-houſe, cloſe to the chuch-ard, we 
were confined all that night, March the 
twenty -ſecond, 1779, in company with cer- 
tain weavers of Spitalfields, and vagrants 
who fell under the meaning of the new act of 
parliament, for raifing men for the armyYs 
This was truly a horrible ſituation, and 
as bad as the black hole in Connecticut. 
We were guarded by watchmen, and there 
fore could not effect an eſcape. Our fellow 


005 proved * of a different caſt 
"wh from 


| 


from thoſe: in America; ſor they ſang and 
roared* all the night! thinking: no more of 
their captivity, as I ſuppoſed, than if they 
were pent up in the box of an ale-houſe, 
ſpending the Song with their merry com- 


| panions. | J Hesl di oni vob oats 


% But when the morning came, they ap- 
peared penſi ve enough, and more ſo when we 
were taken from the place to the oppoſite ſide, 
and conducted up a long flight of ſteps to a 
root at the Angel inn, where ſat two of his 
Majeſty's magiſtrates with their clerky attend- 
e by Captain Vieulus, as the officer: K 
our late companion in travel. 1 
Cockburn and me were firſt * to * bay; 
when one of the magiſtrates aſked the conſta- | 
| at were they had ditaken us? „ In the tas 
” replied one of the fellows, with 
<0 'forwardneſs e en; with an off 
cer. a? A. Hit 5 1 
7. Thete ate "OP Se "FI indeed ! P 
exchimed: one of che juſtices; . fine times 
truly tor tipling; when the French are com 
it to envadé ue. 4% * Ir is true as I hope to 
Wert * 
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be ſaved,” returned an other officer; and, ant 
pleaſey our worſhip, this here worthy cap- 
tain, who fits with the commiſſi oners at Juſ- 
tice W-——'s, in Hog-lane, can bear wits - 
neſs to what) we We e P to your 
. „bent | [9019/17 8 
I ſee you are e br e of 
vagrants, or perhaps ſwindlers,” cried the el- 
deſt bencher, * and it is our buſineſs, as ma- 
giſtrates, ſitting here by the King's authority, 
to ſend ſuch perſons to proper . that 
wida them to or der.“ | 
1 anſwered his worſhip, that we were per- 
fons of no ſuch deſcription, as Icould makeap- 
pear from people of reputation in London; that 
we were juſt come to town, and hardly got 
out of the ſtage, in which we had been rob- 
bed on the road, in company of the captain 
to whom I referred, when we were forced a- 
way to the watch houſe, as impreſſed men. 
> The'captain declared that he knew nothing 
of us, but by being in the ſtage; and as to 
the robbery, he had loſt nothing, nor the la- 
ho in his r He chen r 


me a vulgar conceited pork who Had ak 
ed him on the road like a pickpocket. 
„ That,” retorted I, „ was becauſe you 
behaved in the coach: during the robbery, as 
vou did at Roxburgh, in America, rn : 
=o were killed and wounded? *',. 
Hold your tongue, fir, if you pleaſe! ys 
vociferated the younger magiſtrate, with his 
face as red as his ſcarlet veſture, „you will 
betray yourſelf preſently. Vou have been in 
America I find, and therefore the fitter to 
ſerve the king. Take them both away, con- 
ſtable, taking with you proper aſſiſtants, and 
jodlge them in Clerkenwell bridewell till 
Friday, and then bring them up to the public 
office in Hog · lane, before the Commiſſioners, 
one of which I myſelf have the honor to be.” 
I begged his worſhip to hear me a few mo- 
ments in behalf of myſelf, and hoped he 
would ſuffer my companion to ſpeak alſo; 


but he would not hear, and his mate of a ma- 


giſtrate cried, *f take them away! 


This was a hard but icreverſable, decree. 
We were conducted from the office through 


l and ſo, after a long walk, in 
which 
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which we were expoſed to the crowd; we 
were ſecured in the above gaol, a deſcription 
of which, and its inmates, I have already laid 
before the reader. We were not confined 
among the common felons, or the diforderly 


people, butin an apartment appropriated for 


impreſſed men. Our allowance was rather 
better than theirs, and we had a kind of bed, 


conſiſting of a little ſtraw and a n.. al- 


lowed to each of us. 
Before the day appointed for our departure, 


the number of impreſſed men was much in- 


creaſed, and we were all carried in coaches 
to the office in Hog- lane, near Moor fields, 
amidſt a numerous retinue of ſpectators. 
The office being much crowded, and Cap- 
tain Viculus not being come, Cockburn and 
me were carried backwards to a ſtrong watch 
box, in the yard of the Northumberland Head, 


and there bolted in for about half an hour. 


During that time the landlord kindly enquir- 
ed if we choſe to be accommodated with beer, 
bread and cheeſe. We accepted the offer. I 

gave him a ſhilling to take for the ſliee and 
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.pot of porter, when he very politely thanked 
us, but returned no change; for people in a 
ſpunging-houſe always pay double at leaſt. 
When we returned to the office, and were 
ſet to the bar, I obſerved Captain Viculus, 
with ſeveral other military and marine offi 
cers, as aſſiſtants to the commiſſioners of the 
land tax. Viculus reddened his effeminate 
face the moment he ſaw me, and cried, © Here 
is my man, gentlemen.” 

In the ſecond volume of my diltery, the 
reader was preſented with a very vulgar ma- 
rine examination, ſor the ſtyle-and manner of 
which I hope proper allowances were made, 
I now preſume to offer another dramatical 
ſcene, conſiſting of civil, military, and nayal 
characters. | 

Conſtable. Here, your worſhips, is the two 
men from bridewell, ient there by the war- 
rant of Mr. Juſtice b and his other 
worſhip. b 


Juſtice Hedley. . What are the names of the 


nen, conſtable ? 
Conſtable. The name of this ale man, is 
Kennington. 
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Kennington Cowborn, and the name of that there 
What is your 


young fellow is Samuel 
name? [Looking te me. JC . Ks i ww 
Myſelf. My name, gentlemen, is Lampel: 
Lyttleton. ' torr 
Hodley. Take him up to the 8 . 
inſection, and let us immediately know if he is 
fit for land or ſea. I do not care which. 
Viculus. Serjeant Shrewſbury, take 
this raſcal to the ſtandard, and inform the 
court how much he meaſures, I dare ſay he 
is tall enough for a marching regiment in 


America, 


Commiſſioner. Not ſo raſh. ! Not quite. fo 


raſh, gentlemen. We muſt firſt know whe- 
ther he 1s a fit ſubject for the coercion of the 
new act of parliament, which impowers us to 


lit, in order to inveſtigate the character of 


ſuch perſons, What are you, Sir? 

Self. To anſwer that emphatical queſtion, 
has employed the greateſt part of my life, Sir, 
and now am at as great a loſs as ever. Es 


Sea Lieutenant, Was you ever at ſea, Sir? 


Viculus. I know him to be an American, 
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and never was at ſea i in all his life by St. pa. 
trick. yo 
Sea 1 Oh! my dear ens 72 
how the devil came he here then ? T4 wed 
Jaugh | in court. ] | 4 
Commiſſioner. He came over in a ds, 
or in one of Moore's ſelf- moving machines, as 
the captain did firſt from Ireland, I ſuppoſe. 
| Hedley. Have you a maſter ? How do you 
get your living ?—not by hard labor, T am 
ſure. What do you ſay, Sir? Have you no 
+ i maſter ?* What is his name, Sir? Will you 
not tel] me, Sir! 9 
Self. His name is Tully, Sir. 
Hodley. Is Mr. Tully here, Sir * 
Self. No, Sir. He is dead. 
Hedley, Dead! Oh! your maſter is dead. 
That will do, gentlemen. He owns that he 


has no maſter. 
V. iculus. I knew Mr. Tully, "Th was an 


officer under General Putnam, and fell by my 
hand. on the top of Bunker's-hill, when I 


commanded a company in the town of Boſ- 
. ton, 
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ton, and was guarding it during he engage · 
ment. 

Commiſſioner. Why, „ 7 ully v was 
a Roman orator and philoſopher, and knew. 
as little of America as Moſes, being dead 
many hundred years before the battle of 
Bunker's-hill. But his nine ers, and your's, 
Mr. Lyttleton, are not dead, 

Hedley, We want no women for Ameri- 
ca, Do not bring them here, elſe I will 
ſend every brat of them to bridewell, where 
their brother has juſt been, What are you, 
Sir? „ 
Cootburn. Since Mr. Lyttleton will not, 
I muſt ſpeak. He is a ſtudent, a miniſter, 
and De Kentiſh Curate ! [A roar.] 

Hadley. Hold your tongue, you raſcal. 
Who gave you an allowance to bray out of 
bridewell. 

Viculus. Well. Let * be The Kentiſh 
Curate ſtill. I will conduct him to a living my- 


4 ſelf—at Chatham Barracks. He ſhall be 


chaplain to the garriſon the prada men 
4 egy. Eh! gentlemen, 
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Sea See You muſt aſk i my leave 
for that, fir. Have you been on board a 
man of war? Can you box the compaſs, 
hand, reef, and ſteer? Can you go from 
abaft the binnacle to the yard-arm, and the 
top maſt ? Can you 
Holey. Eat your allowance, fkulk from 
the call, and | * 

Lieutenant, D-—n your worſhip— what 
the devil do you mean by ſuch queſtions ? 
forgive me for ſwearing. 

Commiſſioner. To order, gentlemen, We 
are not in a bear garden, | hope. 

Hedley. Why not, Sir? Have I not a 
right to ſpeak, Sir ? 

Lieutenant. So have I, Sir. Are not of- 
ficers appointed by parliament to aſſiſt the ci- 
vil magiſtrates i in theſe matters? 

Hodley. Take him up, Take him up to 
> ſurgeon, and meaſure him aſter. 
Vicalus. Meaſure him 1 ſerjeant Shrew: 
ry.” 1 Ws | 
Lieutenant, D — n me, he ſhall not- be 
meaſured at all. He is tall enough to run 
. decks. 


Halle 
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Hodley. Loet us proceed to examine the 


other man. Let him go up, Conſtable. 
Lieutenant. If you carry him up to hell 
or heaven, I will bring him on doard the 
Nightingale by Jupiter, Fort 
Here, as the conſtables were forcing meup 
fairs, the naval officers interfered, and were 


oppoſed by the military, and the court was 


thrown into the utmoſt confuſion. The moft 
horrible diſorder prevailed all over the 
crowded office, and ſeveral of the impreſſed 
men made their eſcape. ald 
Silence again reſuming ber reign, the com- 
miſſioner, who all along behaved like a gen- 
tleman, ſtrove all in his power to take my 


part, but the majority was againſt me, and I 


was obliged to declare whether I would * to 
ſea, or be ſent for a ſoldier ? | 

I chofe the firſt, as appearing the leaſt _ 
eſpecially as I might have been thrown under 
the dominion of Viculus, if I bad determined 
on the latter. I informed the gentlemen, that 


if I was unjuſtly to be forced from my native 


country, unfortunate and forlorn as I was, 


K 4 and 
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and without nde to help me; I muſt fab- 
mit to the will of heaven. 
I was ſet aſide, and thruſt into a box, where 
ſtood about ten or twelve young men of a 
moſt deſpicable dirty look, and dreſſed like 
| ſtreet pickers. Such a ſociety put me again 
in mind of Sunderland. Such a ſociety hurt 
my feelings, and rendered my ſituation ten - 
fold more horrible than it would have been 
alone. Such ſociety was capable of conſtitut- 
ing a hell even in heaven. Not one of them 
could open his mouth without blaſphemy. In 
all my travels I could not remember to have 
beheld ſuch infernal friends; Stubbs, Cow- 
ling, Pollard, and Barrett, hardly excepted. 
When I was taken away, with Kenneth, 
who alone remained my conſolation in trou- 
ble, and three of the reſt, the captain was 
much chagrined ; and as I looked back, ſtrove 
to hide his face. We were put into a coach, 
attended by an officer, who carried a drawn 
ſword, and ſurrounded by part of a preſs- 
gang, who ſaw, us ſafe on board the regulat- 
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ing ſhip called the Nightingale, Hing oppos 
ſite to the tower of London. 

The ſcenes on board this veſſel being ſo fin 
milaxito thoſe which I have alr eady deſcibed 


when at Sunderland, make it unneceſſary to 
deſcribe them in this place. We lay there one 


night; during which time the number greatly 


increaſed, and next day were taken upon 


deck, to wait the order of the regulating off 

I told my tale to a very ſenſible candid na- 
val officer, who precided at the regulating 
board, and heard it with much attention. 


Obſerving that I knew nothing of ſea affairs, 


he was pleaſed to diſmiſs me immediately. 
This unexpected reſolve threw me into an 


extacy of joy, ſo that I indulged a flothful 


unconcern for the fate of my companion, 


even when he was paſſed by the board as an able 


ſeaman. This inſenſibility was highly cri. 
minal; and before this time, I hardly thought 
myſelf capable of ingratitude. Indeed it was 
not in my power to help him that moment, 
but J might have commiſerated his caſe, and 
K 5 reſolved 
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reſolved to do alt l could, bene on ace t to 
reger his diſcharge. 7. 

A boat was immediately 8 to come 
along ſide of the veſſel to take me a ſhore, 
and a lieutenant, with three of his gang, at- 
tended me to the ſtairs that lead up to Tow- 

er-hilt! When we landed, I was about to 
sake my leave of 11 attendants, when the 
heutenant formed me, that his orders were 
to return me to the public office in Hog lane, 


from hence I came. Iwas unable to makethe 


Teal remonſtranee. He called a coach in the 
wories, and carried me to that place ; when 
he informed the magiſtrate-thenon the bench, 
whom I had never ſeen before, that I was re- 
2 jected by the officers on board the Nightin- 
gale, as a perſon totally unfit to ſerve his Ma- 
| ws d a naval capacit 7. T9 
Ide Juſtice, not bebe one of the land- 
tax commiſßoners, could not tell how to diſ- 
poſe of me. J was proceeding to repeat the 
tale which had proved ſo ſucceſsful on board, 
which the magiſtrate liſtened to; but unhap- 


pily, Jeſt as 1 was about to be diſcharged, 
_— 0 


* 
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one of Captain Viculus's ſerjeants came into 


the office, and informed the good-natured 


gentleman on the bench, that I was the 


young man whom his captain fo much wanted 
dhe preceding day, as intending to make me 
erg ack not the ee to the _ 
ms 95 8 8 ö ; 

The die was now rents 1 was cont 
over to the care of the ſerjeant as an impreſ- 
fed man. The magiſtrate quickly changed 
his language from humane ſentiments to eru- 
el mockings; and, above all things, adviſed 


taking the oath immediately. I peremptorĩ- 


ly and perſeveringly refuſed, when the ſer- 


zeant, calling the aid of a runner of juſtice, 


ordered a coach, and I was conducted along 
the fide of Moorfields, through the city, by 
St. Paul's, and ſo on to the Savoy priſon, 


which I had heard ſo ably deſcribed ſome 
years before by my friend Dr. Sanders, whom 


I inſtantly remembred, as I was conduQed 


_ — cireular' Rair-caſe From We eap- 
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1 was ſurrounded the moment I entered 
the area of the mouldy quadranyle, by a mul- 
titude of poor miſerable-looking wretches, 
impreſſed men; ſome of them 1 had ſeen 
in priſon, at the office; mere ſcar-crow fel- 

lows, who reminded me of Sir John Fal- 
- Rtaff's ragged regiment. They demanded 
eighteen - pence for garniſh, which, when J 
had paid, I had juſt one ſhilling remaining. 
I had now time to reſſect upon my inſenſi- 
bility in the cafe of Cockburn, whoſe ſitua · 
tion was a perfect paradiſe, compared to 
mine. I was now in a loathſome priſon, 
guarded dy ſoldiers in arms, and in compa- 
ny of the refuſe of all the gaols of the metro- 
polis. A picture of hell itſelf, though drawn 
by the pen of an Homer, could not appear 
more horrible. At night I was forced up to 
the ſtrong room, lay on ſtraw, heard the 
blaſphemies of the baſeſt of miſcreants till 
- midnight, was robbed of my watch before 
morning, and rendered poor indeed. | 

Vet moſt of theſe unfeeling fellows, ma- 
ny of whom were deſerters, had friends, who 

came 
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came to their conſolation, with food and 
clean raiment. - Theſe were women; for no 
man, except ſearched and attended by two 
ſoldiers, -was ſuffered to enter the gates. I 
complained, in a letter to the captain, of my 
lofs in the night, and took an opportunity of 


briefly deſeribing my unmerited ſufferings. 1 


He came down to the area with a picquit 
guard, and ordered every man to be fearch- 


ed. But it proved too late; for ſeveral of 


their female viſitors had withdrawn, and no 
doubt carried away with them my watch. 


I wrote to Dr. Sanders in Little Britain, 


agreeable to his direction, intreating him to 
repreſent my calamity to Dr. Pedigree. Here 


J found it neceffary to repreſent my caſe, in 
all its horrors, giving my former friend a 


brief relation of my ſucceſsleſs travels in A- 
merica, interſperſed with fuch circumſtanees 


as might meet the ſympathy of the gentle- 


man to whom I requeſted him to apply. 
But in vain I anxiouſly looked for a re- 
turn to my letter. Again I wrote, and en- 
deayored to uſe every pathetic expreſſion in 
| my 
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my power. I next wrote more immediate- 
ly to Dr. Pedigree at Northumberland- 
houſe, and ſent an epiſtle alſo to Mr. Moffatt, 
dhe humane ſurgeon of Great Queen - ſtreet; 
but all my efforts proved ineffectual. No 
friend ever came to me during the days of my 
_ captivity in that diſmat dungeon, the milita- 

"_— of the Savoy. | | 

An order ſoon came from eee at 
war; for the removal of the impreſſed men 
to Chatham, of which we had notice when 
locked up in the evening, and when. ſeveral 
of the common fellons frem the gaols were 
ſtopped, in conſequence of the interference 
of- their friends. *. 1 

This night, thoſe who were deſtined to go, 
were particularly outrageous. They roſe up 
to the roof of the room, tore down the ciel- 
ing, and made an aperture, through which 
ſeveral gained the top. I muſt not diſguiſe 
my ſentiments on the occaſion, I not only 
wiſhed ſucceſs to their attempt, but alſo my- 
ſelf lent a helping hand, I had juſt reached 
the roof, when a gun was fired by a centi- 
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nel, which gave a general alarm to the fur- 
rounding guards, who inſtantly ruſhed * 
the quadrangle of the priſon, and prevented 
r er of a fingle man. 
This was on the morning. of — feſt of 
| a which proved an all- foob's day to the 
impreſſed men. The captain came into the 
area, cauſed us all to be hand · bolted, two and 
two, like ſo many 'deferters, and conducted 
to the water ſide by a body of armed men. 
From the embankment we were immediately 
precipitated to a dirty lime barge from 
Graveſend, deſtined to convey us thither. We 
vere faſtened under the hatches, amidſt a 
ſmall quantity of lime, and ſo ſailed down the 
river, through the great arches of the two 
dridges, guarded by about thirty ſoldiers and 
two ferjeants under marching orders, who af- 
fared us, that: their: firelocks were loaded 
with pawder andz bald.. 1 bits 
The kids Vd u ail e Wook 
wich, nearly oppoſite the hulks which employ 
the convicts, There the. bargemen: caſt an- 
chor, and we remained till about four o'clock 
in * afternoon before the veſſel ſailed. | 
| During - 


Z 
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During ths ſuſpence, the riotous fellows 
ſoreed open the hatches,” and ruſhing upon 
deck, ſeized the fire-arms of ſome ſoldiers, 
who were indulging” a repoſe; and were 
off the watch. This arouſed the reſt of the 
military, and our emancipation again was 
prevented. The ring leaders, ſix or ſeven 
reſolute Hibernians, were faſt chained toge» 
ther, and a party. was ſet over them all the 
way to Graveſend, where we arrived about 
ſeven, though it was'almoſt dark before we 
diſembarked, and were conducted _ the 
*town to the priſon. ; 

We were all forced into wdiny contrtentied : 
i dungeon, and found room only to ſtand erect. 
Aux drendful alarm vf fire being given about 
„nn, cauſed the captives to renew their 
-endeavors of freeing themſelves from the 
guards; but though the priſon was broke 
open, and all the hand- bolts removed, not one 
* ſucceſsful. - fil 

I I dreaded . coming morn- 
ing, when I knew I ſhould be again within 
$3215 5 4-0: | * | the 
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the tyranny of Captain 'Vieulus at Chatham 
Barracks, where that military mercenary 
commanded; and, 1 think, I never experien- 
ced a more melancholly morning in my life. 
The rifing ſun, impartial to all, darted his 
rays through the adamantine bars, and diſco- 
vered our truly deplorable ſituation. My 
fable weeds were whitened by the chalk 
which adhered to the barge, and gave me the 
appearance of a magpye. My deep diſtreſs 
prevented every idea of levity at the time in 
my mind, but I met the deriſion of my com» 
panions, whoſe garments were not ſo _— 
of i injury. 

We were conſigned by the ſerjeants of 
the guards over to a body of militia then ſta- 
tioned in that town, and by them eſcorted to 
Chatham. The day was exceeding pleaſant, 
but to me could yield but little delight, as 
dragged along like a ſlave. The ſeaſon being 
remarkably forward, preſented the fruit- trees 
in bloſſom, and the verdant meadowsenamel- 
led with flowers. But what are the beauties 
of the fair landſcape, adorned with all the 

glory 
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| glory of the ſpring, to captives} What to me 


are the winding rivers which flow along the 

fertile vallies, and around the waving foreſt ? 
Ah! do I beh old the very ſequeſtered 
grove where I Was expoſed 4 as ſoon as 1 
breathed, and where my generous patron, 


now no more, held forth his protecting hand 


to reſcue me from death? Ves; yonder is the 
fowery hill on which Sir George, near ſeven 


and twenty years ago, was in his morning 
meditation, when interrupted by my tender 
ceries, as he has often told me. Nearer and 


nearer the poor captive, conſigned to miſery, 


bends to the bower, and can juſt eſpy the 
manſion to which his patron cauſed the ruſtic 
to convey him, and the more hoſpitable cot- 


tage where he, unconſcious of the kind pro- 
vidence that protected him, hung upon the 
breaſt, received every needful bleſſing, and 
was led on to life. Cannot the ſame divine 


accumulated miſery, Kill be extended? 


We were. much expoſed to the populace 
ors 
all 


1 42 
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all the A. Thoſe who had been bl ace 
tive in the outrages were double bolted. The 
ſerjeant of the party, which was around me, 
| behaved with extreme inſolence, and beſtow- 
ed on me many epithets not worth repeating. 
Indeed he was little more than the ſhade of a 
ſoldier, being an effiminate finical fellow, deſ- 
titute of every generous principle, and aſſum- 
ing a ferocity which ill became him, and ren · 
dered him contemptible in the 9 5 of even 


the men whom he commanded. 

We were ſtared at by the "oopla of Stroud, 
Rocheſter, and Chatham, to whom we were 
repreſented by the ſerjeant as a ſet of nefart- 

_ ous fellows unfit for civil ſociety, and ſelec- 
ted from the priſons of the metropolis. This 
could not fail of preventing the commiſerati- 
on of every one, and we were not ſuffered to 
halt a minute all the way of our _ 

which was about eight or nine miles. 1 
At length, arriving at the e we 
were drawn up in a rank on the parade to be 
reviewed by the captain. I indulged a faint 
hope that he would not know me ſo diſguiſed 
N with 
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with lime and duſt, but be ſoon diſcovered 
me, having, no doubt, had previous notice of 
my being returned from the Nightingale. 
be moment he beheld me, he fell into a fit 

of laughter, and like a e eee h ** 
joy on the parade. 

- -Hepointed me . . to was in- 
ferior officers. who attended him, calling me 
The Kentiſh Curate, and declaring that I was 
a fit fellow for chaplain or powder monkey to 
the regiment abroad, to which, he ys; I 
| ſhouldbe quickly conſigned. —_ 
+: After his infernal exultation was a 
| ſublided, we were conducted to the place 
called the New Guard, and there ſeparated in- 
tu parties, being put into rooms le 


ä e eee | 
Captain Viculus foon e came into hs 


ee ROWE e Lwas lodged, and being quite 
at home, and apprized that · ſeveral of his 
countrymen were among the captives, ad- 
dteſſed us in the following . elegant 'manner: 
$6. My lads, you are all now under my pro- 
tection. I will cut you into 9 pieces, 
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chain you down to the floor, and ſend you to 

hell, if I but hear of your attempting to ſtir 
an inch from the room without leave.“ Then 
turning himſelf to the ſerjeant who attended 
him, he thus concluded his harangue : „er- 
Jeaut, let a man always ſtand with his bayonet 
in his hand within the door to watch the mo- 
tions of the fellows, whom he ſhall run 
through the body on their firſt attempt to 
get out. I ſtand no repairs. Above all, be- 
ware of The Kentiſh Curate. I know he hates 
me in his heart. Particularly mark his con- 
duct, and report it to me. I will ſtrip the 
fleſh from his bones, before he leaves the bar» 
racks, if he behaves in the leaſt amiſs; for 
I knows him as well as he knows himſelf 
that is all.“ 

The continel, thus ſet over us day and 
night, was relieved every two hours. The 
vigilance of ſuch ſoldiers ſet not afide the 
deſign of the captives of effecting their re- 
| peated purpoſe of eſcaping. Whilſt ſome 
were employed in diverting the attention of 
. the FR who generally was a new recruit, 
wtf * others 
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others occupied their time in cutting the iron 
bars, and making à breach in the wall of 
the fire place. Three Iriſhmen one morning 
got clear, by taking advantage of the ſleeping 
centinel. One eſcaped in a woman's apparel, 
another-made his way through the wall, but 
the bars of the window being obſerved re- 
moved, and the above men being miſſing, 

cauſed the guard to be doubled, and effec- 
tually a 8 the * of nes future 
effort. 

Colonel Townſend : arriving at the bins 
addy cauſed all thecaptivesto be examined by 
the Doctor, that ſuch as he approved might 
be new cloathed, and ſent on board a veſſel 

on the Medway bound for America. 
Twenty at a time were conducted to the 
Captain's houſe, and ordered to {trip to 
the {kin all together in a room, where were 


k the Colonel, Captain, Doctor, and the Ser- 


jeant Major. Our being thus expoſed du · 
ring the tedious inveſtigation, ſeemed to af- 
ford no ſmall ſatisfaction to Viculus, who 


| had 1 his kept miſtreſs and her maid in 
* the 


+ * 
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dhe kuchen to peep through a hole in the 
Wall for the purpoſe of enjoying the ſcene. 
This I could eafily obſerve from the 
Captain s conduct at the chimney place, and 
his nods, geſtures, and whiſpers through the 
aperture, This was mortifying to me be» 
yend deſcription,” and an inſult on humani- 
ty-and modeſty ſcarcely to be paralleled. But 
we were obliged to obey. A band of ſoldiers 
ſtood at the door; and there is a day, when 
the moſt nefarious fellow who ever diſgraced 
the military profeſſion, can triumph in his 


tyranny with W and without re · 


morſe. 
The Doctor proved a very Fuperficiat ex- 
aminer, and a low fellow, who formerly had 
been a bug deſtroyer i in ordinary toa garriſon, 
Ine ver had obſeryed ſo much impudence before 


in a Caledonian, for his accent ſoon infor - 


ed me of his country. 

As ſoon as the examination was over, and 
we were all declared fit for the ſervice, the 
Captain peeped through to his lady, and bade 
her be attentive. He then turned round on 

Þ his 
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His heel. and having his cane, commanded 
us to perform a kind of minuet to the ſound 
of the fife and drum. This 1 alone peremp- 
torily refuſed, and received ſeveral cuts. on 
the back from. the rod of this diabolical op- 
preſſor. I ill perſevered in my reſolution, 
ſtanding in a corner with as much decency as 
1 could, and put on my cloaths e the 
dance was done. . 
; But a ſtill more SUSE: incident 2 await- 
ed me. As ſoon as we were returned to the 
room from whence we came, the Serjeant 
Major, with aſſiſtants, came with cloathing 
for all the impreſſed men whom the Doctor 
had, paſſed. A check ſhirt, a pair of trow- 
ſers, and a red jacket, were given to every 
man to put on, and the ſoldiers were ordered 
to ſee us attired i in theſe half military and 
half naval uniforms. I need not inform the 
2 that it was with the utmoſt re- 
luctance that I aſſumed my new character. 

I threw at firſt the habiliments about the 
room, reſolving not to put them on with- 
out the. moſt irreſiſtible coercion. I 
= ; , 1 


* 
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vas caſt into a fit of temporary madneſs, and 


little more would have drove me to deſpair 


of the aid of that providence on which I had 
long truſted, without the diſappointment of 
my wiſhes, when direCted for my own good, 

But I was obliged to comply with the or- 
ders of the imperious captain, who chanced to 
come into the room in the midſt of my fren- 
zy. He ordered two ſoldiers to deſpoil me 
of my ſable, which remained ſtill decent af- 
ter the lime was removed, and ſaw himfelf 
the rags of royalty put on me. My own gar- 
ments were forced away from me, and imme- 


diately ſold to a Jew in waitin,g the money 


being given to the ſoldiers for their trouble, 
This was an act which will brand the 

name of Viculus, as we here call the cap- 

tain, with eternal infamy. As ſoon as he 


was gone, I caſt thejacket out of the window, 
regardleſs of the conſequence, nor ever after 


was forced to wear the military livery, 
I now every hour expected to embark on 
board the ſhip in the river, and reckoned it 
needleſs to write any more to my friends in 
— L London, 
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D Loden, ho appeared een inattentive to 
by "Rx calamities. : 
oy At the firſt, every impreſſed n man received 
25 Dan a day; and indeed that was all I had 
to ſubſiſt on. I diverted my mind from me- 
lancholy by writing, and yet deſpaired not 
of ſome unforeſeen act of D in my 
0 le HO 
Y From that little daily income, 1 was ena «+ 
bled to purchaſe paper and implements of 
writing; but that ſoon was taken away, and 
every room of captives had allowed in lieu 
of the ſame, a quantity of beef and mutton, 


with a loaf, about the ſize of a quartern one 


in London. In this allowance we were fadly 
cheated by the ſerjeant furveyor, which re- 
duced the meſſes ſo low, that we could hard- 
Iy live. However, J found means of ac- 
quiring a few pence from the ſoldiers, who 
employed me to write letters. This helped 
me out of my difficulties, and my inactive 
life, rendered moderation | in meals this more 
neceſſary. 4/1 
We were one day eſcorted to the top of 
the 
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the hill above the Barracks, which afforded 
me an opportunity of yeiwing the delightful 
country, and eſpecially the place of my ſup- 
poſed nativity; at leaſt the ſhades where I was 
diſcovered by my benefactor, the firſt Lord 
Lyttleton. It is impoſſible for me to depict 
the emotion of my melancholy mind on view- 
ing the farm-houſe and the village which 1 
well yet remembered. But though the diſ- 
tance from the park was not conſiderable, it 
| was impoſſible for me to paſs to the dear de- 
lightful ſpot, through the circle of ſoldiers 
placed round the impreſſed men. All theſe 
of whom, except myſelf, were tumbling and 
performing their wanton gambols on the 
_ eminence, during our airing, After being 
about an hour refreſhed with the fragrance of 
the field, we were conducted to the bar- 
racks, and lodged in our dreary dungeons. 
Another day, we were conducted down to 
Gilham-Fort, and there ordered to bathe in 
the ſalt water, by the fide of an old Eaſt In- 
dian hulk kept for priſoners, the boats he- 
longing to which, being ſent out on the 


L 2 = river 
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river to prevent our eſcape by ſwimming. 


Ons man that day, being an excellent diver, 


| found means to elude the vigilance of the 
boat men, and ſer all the military, with their 


guns, at the moſt conſummate defiance, He 
reached an iſland within fight, when the wa- 


| termen were failing in an oppoſite direction, 


and ſtood on the banks to recover bis breath, : 


before he again launched i into water, to Teach. 


the ſouthern ſhore. Several of the ſoldiers, | 
fired, by captain Viculus's command, but 
without effect. The fellow ſoon got over, 

and ran thropgh the long graſs of the mea- 2 
dow, up to a thick copſe on the hill, as naked. 


a8 one of the ancient Picks, or Britons, and 4 
got clear away | from the captivity. | 


This cauſed the enraged captain to call 
every man immediately on hole, and WE... 
were ſoon conducted back to barracks, amidſt 5 
the cut les gf that Glly 1 ferocious fellow. "Pn 


"> 7144 7 


I underſtood, one morning, from a pea- 
ſant, Who brought milk to our apartment, 
that _ Squire 8 once the friend of my 
noble Protector an Ante. was ſtill aliye, 
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28 well as his lady, and alter, to 1 care | : 
F had been conſigned. on the morning, when Y 
F'was diſcovered in the baſket, and brought 
to their manfjon. 1 I likewiſe afked him, who- 
it was that officiated a as curate, at Maidſtone, 
and whether he knew any thing about an old b 
gentlewoman, named Mrs. Stubbs? His an- 

ſwer to to the firſt enquiry Was, cannot 4 
rell : any thing about curates, for 1 am a me- 
thodiſt.” To the ſecand interrogatory, he 
erben in the affirmitive, and. declared | 
that Mrs. Stubbs was living, and well, though 
of a prodigious age, and reckoned the great - 
eſt witch i in all the wild of Kent. 1 then aſked . 
him, if he knew one farmer Switb, in the 
park over the bill? He ſaid, 18 Ves.“ 
I thanked him for the information 1 had 
received from this converſe, which was ab- 


ruptly broken off, - by the coming of the 
captain, who aſked me, if I wanted to make 


the milk-man as rank a preſbyterian, bible- 

| faced fellow, as myſelf ? 1 
The purpoſe of his coming, was to inform 
* that we were all immediately to imbark 
L 3 / on 
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on board the Naomi, i in Chatham river. As 
to you, Mr. Kentiſh Curate," addreting ing 
hanſelf immediately to me, Nu {hall ſoon 
ſee me as good as my word, by ſending you to 
Nova Scotia, and to the devil I bowed to 
the military blockhead, ſmiled at his ſuperior- 
inſolence, and yet ende a os of Ne in 

my afflicted mind. _— 19.1 
The barracks where we lay were init. 
ſurrounded with foldiers, the drums beating ö 
a march, and the captain commanding us to 
withdraw from the apartment, in his uſual 
ſtyle of, Get out you 1aſcals, and if one of 
you * to run e Twill dan his brains 
out. 55 ” IT 
"Berra of "WE men now JPY theinss, 
rears, that part of their pay which had not 
been laid out in the meſſes. The captain pre- 
tended to come to an account, and, calling 
the pur veyor, found that each man had . 
half a crown coming to him. 
6 But,” vociferated the captain, are no 
damages done in the barracks, during the ſtay 
of — n to be accounted for * Cer- 
tainly 


% 
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tainly, your honor,” cried the mercenary _ 
ſwindling ſerjeant, 18 the bars of the Win- 
dows, the brephing of ſhelves, and ſo forth 6 
muſt be charged.” 175 | 9 
Here the captain F to write, ad, 
ſoon declared, that he would ſtop a ſhilling. 
out of every impreſſed man's arrears, ſo or- 
de red eighteen pence to be put down to each. 
This created much murmuring amongſt the 
men, which encreaſed as we approached the 
water ſide. One of them, who had alſo a 
former demand on the captain for procuring 
him a fine puppy of the Duke of Devonſhire's 
breed; was extremely clamorous on the oc 
ſion, and refuſed to go on board without ſatiſ- 
faction. On this the captain ordered two of 
the ſerjeants to ſeize and drag him down the 
s; but as they were ſo doing, he happen- 
ed to ſnatch the commander by the collar, 
and precipitated himſelf, tlie ſerjeants, and 
the captain, headlong down, „ | 
forty ſteps, to the water edge. N 
This aecident proved drepiriova, to me, as 
it 3 farther inſults: from the militar 52 
L 4 genius, 


— 
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genius, and procured time to reach the boat 
which carried us an board, before the captain 
could recover himſelt. 
The veſſel, "when ths bapleneet was em- 
batked, was prodigiouſly crowded, as the 
number of ſoldiers ſet to guard us, and who 
were to attend us all the voyage, was double 
to that of the impreſſed men and deſerters. 
However, we were all ſtowed up in our births 
in boxes one over another, each baving a lit- 
tle bedding allowed by the officers on, board, 
who appeared t to be OO, of. great bu- 
manity. 853 
The firſt day we had no allowance * vie- 
tuals in the veſſel, but the next received 
plenty of pork, and plump- puddir ing, with 
ſoup, and tolerable ſmall beer, and burgou.. 
Several boats coming continually along 
ſide; the men, who had money, purchaſed | 
ale,” and even procured. ſpirituous liquors ; 
which, drinking to exceſs, inſpired them to 
commit freſh outrages, in cutting the cable, 


E l to feize ** arms from the cow⸗ 
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mander, and 2 the grans, below 
deck. 3 
| Theſe attempts, were al eee with 
the deſired ſucceſs ; for the deſpe radoes were 
overpowered, by the freſh forces from the 
barracks, and doomed to ſuffer for their, te- 
merity. | 

It was now ; determined, that Fa Ihip 
ſhould immediately leave the. liver, put out 
to ſea by the way of Sheerneſs, pas remain, 
during the voyage to Hallifax, i in Nova - So- 
tia, under the convoy of a man of war, 
waiting at the Nore for that purpoſe. 


S373 


was towed, down 8 river, ow: he, £5 


3971 * Sa > 4 


ors 


proving. unſkilful, ran the veſſel faſt aground 
by the fide of an iſland, where ſhe remained 
finking on her larboured ſide till the tide 
was quite gone. | This rendered our ſituati - 
on quite perilous, as the deck Was almoſt 
perpendicular, and the maſts. level with | 
the water. We were. removed, as ſoon as 
boats could be procured, round. fo the Old 
Eaſt Indian priſon ſhip, called Security, and 

L 5 x there- 


* 
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there lodged for a night, with all the ſoldiers? 
from on board, ; 
As we were eonducted upon the main 
deck of this buge hulk, and ſurrounded by 
the mariners and preſs-gangs, I obſerved 
my late companion, Cockburn, on board, 
and bufily employed with the reft in hurry- 
ing us down to the hold. I had juſt an op- 
portunity of calling him by name, when he 
exprefſed the utmoſt farpriſe, and exolaimed, 
e Ah! Mr. Lyttleton, the Kentiſh Curate, 
bave 1 caught 4 0 n in "Pe own coun- 
4 had not time to unt che poor fellow, 
whom I was glad to. ſee ſtill on the Engliſh 
coalt; for we were ſoon all locked up in the 
hold, Which was dark and damp, being al- 
jowedi no proviſion for that night, but pro- 
miſed ſome ak next Fn if we d 
well. | 
Without a coat to ty back, or any bat- 
ding allowed, 1 lay down on the pitched 
planks, amidſt tñe intolerable noiſe of my 


companions, who renewed their outrage, and 
threatened. 


; al rg . 1 7 
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threatened to ſink the ſhip, if the officers on 
board perſiſted in their reſolution of deny-, 


* * © &\ 


1 


ing the proviſion. 557 7 FOG cr. - þ 
This cauſed a; lieutenant to 1 ac- 


companied with a ſtrong guard, carrying 
two bars of iron, of about twelve feet long 
each; on which he ſwore, if we were not 
more ſuhmiſſive, he would men a ſcore of: | 
the ringleaders. 

This threatening tallediy up. All ht 1 of 
the deſi perate diſſerters, and ſuch who were 
ripe for a revolt. They inſtantly ſeized the 
lieutenant and his guard, and, overcoming 
them, en in the irons prepared for the 
rioters. | | 

At tbe ſame. n Aj wa, of impreſſes 
men ſtood. at the gang-way, armed with cut- 
laſſes of the captive guard, to prevent the. 
ſoldiers, and other people on board, from 
coming down. : 
 Fattempted' all in my power to . 
my fellow unfortunates from perſevering in 
ſuch a hopeleſs attempt, as the guards above, 


Who e, to fire, were numerous, and 
15510 945 f | | | could 
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could eafity be augmented from: thefore;con- 
tiguous to our fituatiop. 
This was attended with n 
and 1 had the happineſs ſoon to ſee matters 
more amicably ſettled that I expected. The 
Neutenont and his company were releaſed im- 
mediately, on promiſing to forgive the aſ- 
failants, and furniſh us all with ſuch food as 
the ſhip afforded. They punctually obſer - 
ved the ſtipulation, pitied us as ill uſed men, 
(fort related tlie cruelty of Captain Vicu- 
a 108, ) and we had a refreſhment of biſcuit, 
cheeſe,; and ſmall beer, in plenty 
st Thlis dress s Hussber ef 'cheors flo the 
2 artels e elves; who, inſtead of making 
any farther attempt to ſink themſelves; with 
tte whole crew, fang till midnight, and 
roated till ſleep overtook us all. 10 
In this moſt diſmal dungeon, I enjoyed one 
ofthe moſt delightful drearns that ever my fan- 
ey had formed. I thought I was ſat down at a 
ſümptuous entertainment, where the richeſt 
” wands were prepared in à ſtyle the moſt ſu- 
perb and delicate imaginable, in the compa- 
| : 5 * 
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ny of agreeable friends, and the moſt pleaſed 
companions I had ever beheld. Amidſt the- 
daughters of muſic and mirth, I met my Ma- 
ria, adorned with ſmiles, and ready to meet me 
as I aroſe to ſalute her. But the noiſe of the 
inſtruments of melody waxed ſo loud, that 
I could not hear her charming ſtrains, as I 
approached the place were ſhe ſat, and the viſi- 
myſelf ſtill in the dreary, hold, reclined on 
the planks which adhered to my ſhirt and. 
trowſers; and inſtead of the harmony 
which I fondly; imagined, my ears were ſtun- 
ned with the thundering drums on the deck, 
which warned us to aſcend, in order to be 
1 returned to the barracks. 146 Hirt i | 
About ten at atime were called up. I was one 
ofthe firſt on deck, and the lieutenant told me, 
that he intended to mention me to the gover- 
nor of the garriſon, for the good offices I had 
done to him the preceding evening. 41 Was 
then led down to the boat with my {compa- 
nions, and guarded to ſhore, where we were 
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met by a party from 220 erg with the: 
Captain at their head. W It lid t16w 
- The inſtant wor a cal 
led the captain afide, and whiſpered to him 
ſomething,” which I ſuppoſed was about me. 
The captain received what he heard in a vio- 
lent fit of paſſion, and pointing to me, ex- 
claimed, Arrah, my dear, but you are 
damnably deceived in that fellow ; for he is 
as rank a raſcal as ever ran away from a re- 
giment. The lieutenant returned a nod, 
and went to the hulk for the reſt of tho 
captives, who being all landed, our names 
were called over by the ſerjeant · major as wo 
were ranked, and ſo were eſcorted over the 
fields to the place of our deſtination, and there 
returned to our ſeveral wards, where we were 
doubly guarded, and put on ſhort allowance, 
to humble our haughty ſpirits, but more to 
fill the pockets of ern deute bg pag in 


authority. 8 
The fame evening, about eleven o' clock, a 


party of the riotous impreſſed men, ſeized 
the guards as they were relieving the centi- 
| nels 


Ne Z 1 
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nels, and proceeded to. bind chow faſt. in the 

ward, whilſt we all were to attempt an eſ- 
cape.” But the corporal, who Raid in the paſ- 
ſage between the rooms, being aware of their 
intention, fired a gun, and ſuddenly alarmed. 
the garriſon 3 the drums beating to arms, and 
the officers — aſſembling round the- 
guard-room. 

Though T was merely paſlye: in the out- 
rage, I was not a little dreadful of the male- 
volent captain, who quickly came up to the: 
ward, and bluſtered like the hero of a ro- 
mance. He ſwore that we ſhould remain in 
his cuſtody no longer than till next morning, 
and threatened till then to chain us all N 855 
ther like ſo many hell- hounds. A 

The ſoldiers ſpoke. well in my. favor, wb 
prevented the execution of.menaces on me. 
Thoſe who they declared had been active, 
were chained two and two together, and car 
ried away to another guard room. 

The next morning, very early, the nen 
alarmed us, and warned us to make ready to, 
embark on board anather ſhip on the river. 

| All 
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All the impreſſed men were muſtered on the 
1 a he BS - en. 


parade ; and whilſt the 4 ingleaders a of the > 
* were joining us, the captain was mind- ; 


___ — 


ful to give every one 'of them a ſevere beatin ng. 
on the back with bis cane, not forgetting 1 to 
beſtow the ſame favor on mylelf, who hap- 
pened to be ranked near them. 
We were now formed into a circle, and | the 
hero was about to diſplay his elocution, when 
4 gentleman, well dreſſed i in black, with. a bag 
Wig, ran up! to himin the centre, and preſent · 
ed paper. 55 

1 obſerved the captain completely agitated. 
He ſtormed and fi wore like a fury. The g gen- : 


DAYS BS 


tleman remained e cool, and called out, < La- 7 
muel Lyttleton, come forward,” Acentinel 
forced me up to the centre, and infer med the 
gentleman that I was the perſon, The gen- . 
tleman then ſhewed me the paper, which : 
proved Fi Halgas Corpus for my immediate. re · 7 


2<:>+-474 


removal, he'd order of: the Right Honourable 4 


| Majeſty" $ Court — King's $ Bench. wg 2 . 
15 lag inſtant! . overcome with the MET 


oe * £25 ot BS 24; 2 LING s 2 3+ 38 144 
84 news 
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news, and could ſay nothing i in return for the 
kind offices of my friends; ; when the captain 
was pleaſed to demand his fees; and the re- 
turn of the few filthy rags which he had for- 
ced on me, when he feloniouſiy carried away 
and ſold my own. The gentleman, who was 
an attorney in the Temple, gravely replied 
to the Captain 8 demand, telling him he ſhould 
ſoon have his royal rags ; but as to. fees, he 
muſt exact them, when he had finiſhed his 
buſineſs in Weſtminſter-hall before the court 
of King's Bench; to which he was reſolved 
to bring him, the next term, to anſwer for his 
varions acts of cruelty and, oppreſſion; one 
of which be had Juſt been himſelf : an eye: wit- 


neſs to. | 


80 ſaying, the . led me into the 


Canteens (a ſuttling-houſe) where, to. my 
unſpeakable ſurprize, the inſtant I entered, fo 
beheld Dr. Pedigree, the Rev. Mr.  Herries, | 
and my old friend Dr. Sanders. 28. 788 
The reader can much better i imagine, than 
I can expreſs what I felt on the occaſion. Af- 


ter many mutual congratulations, i in which I. 
- 7 a 
Was 


. 


e 
9 
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was too much agitated to act a decent part, 
the Attorney deſired me to ſtrip i in the next 
room; and, after waſning my body with. 
water which he had prepared, to put on a. 
good ſuit of ſable, and every thing needful,. 
brought from London for the purpoſe: whne 
J had ſo done, 1 returned to my friends ſo 


much altered, that they all ſhouted aloud ; 


and when 1 looked in the pier glaſs, 4 hardly 
knew myſelf. - | | | 
At the jodant che drums beat a march, and: 
I beheld: with tears the poor unfortunate fel- L 
| lows, guarded. away. from the parade, ſhout- | 


ing and ſinging as_ they. went for indeed. 1 

they could not poſſibly 8 to a a place of * 

ter oppreſſion. | A 10 ον 
We now all ſat down to 4 little refreſh- 


A* is 


T ment, when Dr. Sanders produced the letters 
which I had wrote to him whilſt in the Savoy 


which Mr. Herries read to the company. 

« Ah,” exclatmed Sanders, 4 1 durſt not 
come to viſit you in thoſe, realms of horror, 
for 1 had been there before, as 1 informed you 


and my friend Herries at St. Alban's,.. Since 
. 1 | . that, 
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that, Mr. Lyttleton,” continued the doctor, 
<« have ſeen many a fad melancholly dax 
indeed. I have loſt my beſt friend, your no- 
ble patron ; and I have loſt alſo the darling of · 
my ſoul, my eldeſt child Mary, in whom 
centered all: my moſt ardent wiſhes, That: 
event, Sir, has cloathed me in this raven hue; 
and, I believe, that the intenſe ſorrow which 
I feel, will ſoon bring down my grey prac 
with ſorrow to the grave,” 

This giving a gloom to the company, Mr. 
Herries repeated the following lines with his 
uſual eloquence, which the Doctor n 
me bad never been bubliſhed. 5 


* #2 219 1 n 2 
No longer dia father weep, 
Nor a fond mother ſigh, 
For Mary, faireſt virgin WAS | 
| A, native of the . 8 


$he was a N op' ning flow” A | 
19 The firſt i in beauty” s train, 

Bear'd | in the nurſery of grace 5 
CY TV deck the hear nly plain. 


Pure love pervaded all her ways] ;. 
The kindneſs on her tongue N 
Deopp'd' 


236 In KAN Ir $i cb AT . 


mne her balmy fix e Fit YN DL i 
In more than mortal ſong . 28] 1517 


e jook in love, beheld iber pits | 
And bade the virgin come: 541 18 Oi 
Wir ſtingleſs arrow, dipp'd 46 FI 5 & gar! 
But hail'd Maria home 4% mot, 18 lb 2590 


Forbid we then the falling tear}? G4 201899507 5 
| Forbid the tender ſighs. "IEF Banden * 2 50 5 


= heſe graces, late adorn' 'd the maids... 1210 85 
Now ornament the ſky. | 


Wen ſons of grace and goodneſs meet, 

No more perplex'd to roam 

Pure angels clad in joy ſhall greet * | P * 3 
LNG from the tomb. ee 


wo a — þ4 * 
: 4 : 
; — 


ee Come away,” Ertel Dr. Pedigree, & Pry 593 
ing up the glaſſes, and wearing a gladſome 
countenance : ©* Let us not devote this day 
to ſadneſs, which we have ordained for joy.” 
I think it is high time for my friend Her- 
ries to leave ſpouting to clubs at * 
the Weſtminſter Forum.“ uh 

Soon after leaving the Suttlit ing- SO we 
met the captain and Dr. Laſt of the Bar- 


racks, on thegrand parade. The attoney now 
took 
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took an opportunity of informing Vieults, 
that the royal rags which he ſo much co- 
veted, and had juſt claimed, were left for 


him at the canteens; at the ſame time aſ- 
e Wan expect, to 


. 


ſuring him, that he 
hear further from him. 

Proceeding up the hill, where latel y 1 Had 
been ſurrounded as a Have, in company of 
the other captives, Sanders aſſured me that 
the beſt part of the play yet remained to be 
ated. When we came to the park of Squire 
Hellier, I could not help diſcovering much 
emotion of ſympathy, - whilſt I. ſhed abun- 
dance of tears at the rene of my pro- 
techn gde e ee ee 


„The ways of 2: dents Ta; Dr. 75 


Pedigree, in a ſoothing ſtrain of compaſſion, | © 
are dark and myſterous. We ſee at a : 


time but a ſmall part of God's ways to man. 1 


Here,“ continued the Doctor, vou was 
abandoned by your parents, and here hea- 
ven took you up, conſigning vou to the care 8 
of a generous friend. Now that friend is no BD 


Wi Devel ſtill to expetlence protection 55 


from 
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from above... Vou have travelled through a 
great part of America, been preſent amid 


- dangers and death, and have at Jeaſt fur- 
: mounted all your difficulties. Your parents 


fill live. You have. long been ſearching for 
them in vain, and now let not ſurprize over- 
power your ſuſceptible ſoul, when they are 
ready to make their appearance, the moment 
we arrive at yonder manſion, to which your 
humane benefactor firſt conveyed you in the 
0 good Heaven !” I cried, „have 1 

been traverſing the great globe itſelf for a 
ſeries of years without ſucceſs, to diſcover 
my honored parents, to whom, under the 
Supreme I owe my being, and now, at 
length, am to meet them with tranſport in 
the yery ſhades where they left me !” 

„„ Say no more, exclaimed Sanders, 
4 you know, Lamuel, that you had another 
object in view, when you came to England, 
and ſailed to America. Suppoſing we ſhould 
alſo, to cut ſhort your future peregrinati- 
ons, afford youa tranſient ſight of dear Ma- 


ria 
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; la” Dee rp would * 8 =y to \thay . 


n Lebte 1 could pts a very waa 
2 matron came running from the hall, whoſe 
"amiable features I quickly recollected to have 
beheld at Berwick- upon-Tweed. She ſoon 
elected me from the reſt of the company, 
1 tore open my waiſtcoat, and eagerly inſpect- 
ed a a mark on my left breaſt. Then, with 
a unſpeakable tranſport, embracing me in her 
arms, ſhe loudly acclaimed, “ My boy! 
my long loſt boy!“ and fainted in the tender 

| paternal careſſes. 
All my ſoul was in rapture. But the ex- 
a tacy was too much for humanity, My ſen- 
ſes was quite abſorbed, a nd was n able 
to utter a ſingle ſentiment. 8 
Before I was quite aware, amidſt this 
ſcene of ſuperior gladneſs, a © healthful, 
grave looking, elderly gentleman, made his 
appearance, and ſtrove to ſooth the tos 
warm emotions in my mother's tender bo- 
ſom. „ This is your father,” cried Dr. 
Pedigree. I heard his voice for ths firſt time 
4 8 | 2 
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and ſunk into his arms; whilſt he cried, 


« My ſon! my darling ſon, whom I was 
iged to abanden in this place!“ „ 
We were led into the hall by e Call | 
men, where we were met by the ſquire and 
his lady and ſiſter, with the old mother, 
Mrs. Stubbs, the propheteſs, who all ſur- 
rounded me, whilft the tears guſhed in tor- 


rents from my eyes. 


Dr. Pedigree had in a meaſure Waden 
me for the effecting ſcene, in an handſome 
ſpeech, ſupplied every deficiency on the part 
of my parent and myſelf, by throwing in ſe- 
veral beautiful moral reflections, which ex- 
preſſed my ſentiments better than I could at 


any other time, and much more on the occa- 
ſion. He produced inſtances from an anci- 


ent hiſtory of a ſimilar nature to the preſent 
act of providence, Herries | poke ſome ſoft 


things from his favorite bards. Sanders re- 
cited a tale from a Scottiſh hiſtorian, perti- 


all be quiet, for he was reſolved to ſee me 


righted at laſt, and to try alſo his {kill to 
bring 
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bring the et FRAY, captain 4 
condign puniſhment, 
„„ What is all chis t to the purpoſe, gentle- 
men 2” yociferated Mrs. Stubbs. 0 This. } 1 
the boy, of my baptiſm, whom I tos at. 


the font The. Kentiſh, Curate. Well e did I then 


ITS x 
} b 43S 


know who his father was; but I was not 
witch enough, I muſt Foptels, then, to know 
his mother,” „ 

or. Come, come, gentlemen,” w7 cried San- i 
ders, “ have been the principal actor in 
this plot. : What 6gnifies talking to a young 
fellow like Lamuel about parents? IS it not 
' aid, "that a man mut leave father and mo- 
ther, and cleave to his wife i” I 25 
bh | 66 That, | faid Dr. Pedigree, tile, 
2 brings us to the laſt thing propoſed, Which 
: Was to withdraw to the cottage where the 
| young 1 man was firſt reared. ? 1 
Y Before we, could. get from. tlie Hall, the 
ſerjeant major of Chatham A. ce cams to 
4 the gates, the fight of whom, really alarmed 
3 me Sous That is the very fellow,” faid gan- 


I 2 281090 via \ of 5 ch 16-17, 4 
ders, I whom. * once faw at t he ae © 


* 


os 55011 its '{& 21 31 5: 5 37 5 fe 


hope in- jeayen he is not come to ae : 
2 "14 WIL) T1] 2 |< 11 1 * 2 7 £ 1 4 01 Y'! Is "oe; Y2 18 "H ] 
* Ves. IV. Wn, N N t | 
Dil ie BOO. Une eien "nia II SO. 


: % 
I 37 Teer 
» > ++ % 4 5 * 
2 


5 wal 
3 


04% FREEFENTISHCURATE. 


the Selleetnes eaptive,” e Oh! never fear 
that,“ exclaimed the Attorney, the Habeas. 
_ Corpus of Lord Mansfield has more force 


| Thaw all the King's army. i! 22112667 


+ So ſaying, he went to the güte, „ ee to 
the ſerjeant for ſome rime, and returned, tek | 


| ting us, that the captain had lowered his 


thunder, and was diſpoſed do capitulate. 
My father, who had been informed of the 


captaits conduct, ſaid he would freely for- 
give him, and fo deſtred that the affair might 


be carried no further. This the Attorney, by 


no means approving, I propoſed, that if the 


captain could procure the diſcharge of Cock- 
burn from the ſecurity, F ſhould require no 


[> woe of him This was at length agreed to,, 
mn Riſen eden wick His enter. 
We now all walked up to the Hermitage, 


- amidſt the hazel eopſe, and beheld the recluſe 
cell where T originally was diſcovered. This * 
ſcene renewed the diſplay « of tenderveſs in my 
parents, and raiſed in my mind ſuch affecti- 
ons and ideas which ate too big for language 
to expreſs. I miſſed Dr. Pedigree on a ſud- 


_ but ſoon ſaw A us, at- 
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f tential by an elderly gentleman in a INES 
garb, leading two young ladies. 
| Before the doctor came within an hundred 
yards, he aſked me which of the damſels was 
the object of my choice, I quickly ran with 
all the eagerneſs of love and rapture, to my 
adorable Maria, and embraced her with inex- 
preſſible tenderneſs, in my longing arms. The 
other young woman proved my own ſiſter. 
„ This is the fair one, cried Dr. Sanders, 
© whom you have long been ſecking in the 
weſtern world, and now receive her as the beſt 
boon that Heaven can beſtow in this life.“ 
«© You have now my hearty conſent, ex- 
claimed the Quaker, who was Mr. Bradley: 
the father of my fair one, for I have heard. 
of all your toil and trouble, and came to com- 
fort you.“ 

«« We are now in the Druid's temple,” faid 
Sanders; © and as there are plenty of prieſts 
preſent, why cannot theſe two. be made one 
immediately! * . | 

We returned to the Hall, ail there mſi 
ed, till proper preparation was made for the 
ceremony of marriage, which was performed 


